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Wherein are, 
| ' Rehoboam. 
| Teroboam. 
[The ſeduced Prophet. 
Teroboams Wife. 
Aſa. | 
Elyah with the Sareptas. 
 Elyah with the Baalites. 


RE 


Elyah running before Ahab, 


| . flying from Tezebel. 
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TO: 


THE RIGHT 


HONORABLE, 
IaMEs, LORD Hare; 


Baron of Saley, Viſcount 


Doncaſter, Earle of Carlile,one 


_ of theLords of his /airſties 


moſt Honourable Priuwe 
COvVNSELL, 


Ri meh Honourable: 
| Pl Cannot but thus 
VN MA pratulate {0 'yolt 
all your happy." re- 
SM turne from” your 
*: many, and noble 
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im} loyments ; "which: 'haue made | 
Az ous, 
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| you, ſome yeeres, a ſtranger at 


rages of quiet & holy thoughts, 
c 


Iphets of both, in ſuch beneficiall 


The Epiſtle Dedicatorie. | 


home ; and ſo renowned abroad, 
that all the better parts of Eu- 
rope know and honour your name, 
no leſſe, than if you had beene 
borne theirs ; Neither 1s any 0 
them ſo [auage, as not to ſay, when 
they heare mention of your worth, 
that Vertue is a thouſand Eſcu- 
chions. 

If now your ſhort breathing-| 
time may allow your Lordſhip the 


aſt your eyes -opon Iſrael and, 
Iudah, pon the Kings and Pro-| 


rvarietie as prophane hiſtorie ſhall 


— 


romiſe in -vaine. Your Lordſhip 


all ſee Rehoboam following Sa-| 
lomon 7n nothing but his ſeat, 


— 


[ The Epiſtle Dedicarorie. Se 


his fall, as much more wilfull than 


no heart ; loſing thoſe ten Tribes 
with achurliſh breath, whom he 
would ( and might not ) recouer 
with bloud. Ieroboam as crafty, 
as wicked ; plotting a reuolt, crea- 
ting a Religion to his ſtate, mar- 
ring Iſraelites to make ſubietts, 
branded in his name, ſmittenin his 
hand, in his loynes. You ſhall ſee 
a faithful meſſenger of God, after 


miraculous proofe of hu courage, 


17 ſent to call for his bloud, as the 
price of hi forvidden harbour ; 
You ſhall ſee the blinde Prophet ae- 


rg the diſguiſe of 4 Q4gene, 
os 24 


fidelity, power, good nature, paying 
deare for a little circumſtance of| 
credulous diſobedience ; The lion| 


his father, as leſſe wiſe ; all head,| 


the 


"Y 
Kt 


The Epille Dedicatory. I 


Ce rn 


the iudgement of the King, the re- M 
mouail of a Prince, too good; for Ic-| 
 roboams heire.. You /hall ſee the 
right ſtock of Royal» ſucceſſion 
flouriſhing in Ala,whiles that true 
heire of Dauid (though not with-| 
| out ſome-blemiſhes of infirmity") 
| inherits. a perfect heart ;\ purges 
his kingdome of” Sodomy, of Tdo- 
by latry;not balking finue,cuen where 
WE - he honoured nature: Yoil ſhall:ſee | 
the wonder of" Prophets, Elijah, 
opening and ſhutting. heauen, as 
his priuate cheſt; catored-for by 
the Rauens, nor leſſe miraculouſly 
catoring for the $.areptan,..conte- 
| [/ting with Ahab, confronting the 


Fa 
| Baalites, freaking both Kris 


=Y 


i mt. 


| 


— Cc 


| Water ( from beaten ) in one euc- 
ning ; Werke, Dy Jarquuying bis $0- 
Yeraigne,) 
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ueraigne, weakely fl /ying from'lc- 

{zabel, fed ſupernaturally by An-| 
(eels, hid in the rocke- of Hoteb,| 
(confirmed by thoſe dreadfull:appa-\ 
Laedons, that had confounded ſome 
other ; caſting his mantle -ypon his} 
homely ſucceſſor, and by the touch 
of. that garment, turning hin 
|from a plough-man, to a Prophet. 
But what doe I withhold your 
Lordſhip} in the bare heads of this] 
inſuing di ſeourſe? In all theſe, 
your piercing eies fall eafily ſee| 
beyond mine,& make my thoughts| 
but a ſtation for a further difcoue- 
[:y. Your Lord/hips obſeruation] 
hath ſtudied men, more than 
bookes.; heere it ſhall ſtudy God, 
more than men ; That of bookes 
in made [You full, that of men,| 
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|audicious, this of God ſhall make 
ou holy, and happy ; H itherto 
ſball eutr tend the wiſbes and in-| 


deuours of | 


| 


Your Lordſhips humbly deuoted | 


in all faichfull obſeruance, 
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Z=Z=2Ho would not but [ 
WY} V, þ hauclooked that [c- [ 
VW\VASI ucn hundred wiucs, | 
WE) and three hundred 
concubines, ſhould haue furni- 
' [ſhed © Salomons Palace with 
choiſe of hcires, and haue peo- | | 
(pled Iſracl with royall ifſuc? |" 
and now bchold, Salomon ogy 

> | by 
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by all theſe bur one Sonne;and| 
- him by an Ammoniteſſe : Jl 
Many 'Y poore: man” hath ah 
houſe:fiill-of children by one 
wife; whiles this great King 
[bach bur one ſonne by. many} 
houſc-fulls of wiucs ; Fertilicy 
| [is not from the meanes, bur 
from the author; Ir was for 
Salomon that” Dawid ſung of old ; 

Lo, children are an heritage ef the 
| Lord; and the fruit of the wombe 
| 6 is reward ; How ofc doth 
Ga deny. chis: herirage of 
| heires,” where” he CiUes he Jat- 
oelt heritage of lands;and giues | 
3 moſt of theſ living poſleſſi- 
ons, where he gives leaſt of the 

T7 dead? that his bleflings may | 
| | bee acknowledged tre \ ther 


—_—_— 


— — 
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[L15.18) Rehoboam.. ) 


i 
ro both; entayled vpon nel- 
[there - SUNNY JD 260 S120) 

| As the orcateſt. perſons:can- 
[nor giue themſelues* children, 
ſo the wiſeſt:cannor giuc thoit 


of Reboboam' that” Salomon ſaid ; 
I bated all my labour which 1 bad 


ſhall” bee ' after mee ; ' and Who 
knoweth whether be ſhall be a viſe 


oner all my Jebonr, Þberein I haue 
|laboured,” and ſhewed my ſelfe iſe 
| onder- the | Sunne? All I{tacl 


childten wildome': Was it not| 


a ——— 


| 


taken ronder the Sunne ; becauſe e [ 
ſhould leaue it onto the man that 


man, or a foole ; Vet ſhall he rule 


found that Salomons' wit was 


[not propagatcd ; Many a foole 


(hath had a voiler ſonne,: than 
this* wiſeſt father ; ; Among 


| 2D many 


4 | Contemplations. Lis 18, 
many ſonnes 1t is no newes to 
findeſome one defettiue ; Salo- 
mon hath but one ſonne, and 
he no miracle of wiſdome; 
|God giucs purpolcly ſo. cmi-. 
nent an inſtance, to teach men| 
to looke vp to heauen, both 
[for hcires, and graces. 

Salomon was both the King 
lof Iſrael, and the father of Re- 
hoboam, when hee was ſcarce 
out of his childhood; Rebobs- 
lam enters into the kingdome 
ata ripe age; yet Salomon was 
the man, and Reboboam the 
childe; Age is no iuſt mea- 
{ure of wiſdome ; There are 
beardlefle ſages, and gray-hea- 
ded children; Not the ancient 


are wiſe, but the wile is anci-| 
ent: 
At: 


th 


— DA___—_——C————— 


| , 


[thouſands that were wiſer than 


i —_—_ 


L1B.:18. Rehoboam.. 3 


— —— — — 


cnt ; liracl wanted not- many 


Rehoboam : Yer becauſe they 
knew him to be the ſonne of 
Salomon, no man makes quelti- 


caſe of | ſucceſſion into King- 


to the qualities, of the perſon, 
bur into. the right. So ſecure 
is Salomon ofthe peoples fide- 
liry ro Daxids ſecd, that hefol- 
lowes not his fathers example 
in ſetting his ſonne by him, in 
his ownethrone ; here was no 
danger of a riuality to inforce 
it; no- emincncy in the ſonne 
ro mcrit it; It ſufficeth him to 
know. that no bond can bee 
uter than the. naturall allc- 


on of his gouerament ; In the] 


domes we may not looke in-} 


tt 


| 


cance 


— men + 0 5c A 
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geaniec of ſubjects ; I doe not| 
[finde that the long Kings 
| ſtood vpon'- the/ confirmation 
[of their people; but as thoſe] 
[that knew the way 'to''their 
throne, aſcended. thoſe- ſteps 
without aid * As yet the*ſoue- 
raignty of Danity houſe was 
Freene, and © ynſetled-; © Ifracl 
therefore doth not now come 
to attend Rehoboam,! bur Reho- 
boam gocs vp "to meet \[rael. 
They < come not to his" Ieruſa- 
lem, bur he'goes to their She- 
| chem : To Shechem Þere” all” Tſrael| 
come to make bim King; If loy- 
[alty drevy chem together, why 
not rather to/ Terufalem # there 
the maieſtie of hisfathets Fem- 
ma the: — of his 


alacc, 


—_—__—c. 


i 
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* A— 
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» 
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palace, the verie ſtones inthole 


walles, (beſides che ftren orh'of 


ly for their ſubieCtion, Shechems 
had' beene many waics farall, 


Ic is an infinite helpe or diſfad-: 
uantage that ariſes from «cir- 
cumſtances ; The very place 
putsIfrac] in mindc of arebel- 


ſed vp his treacherous vſurpa- 
tion ouer, and againlt his bre- 


ecfidiouſneſſe. The timcis no 


eſſe ill choſen; Revoboam had 


Ill counſell crehe bewrayed it; 


B 


[oe 


his guard ) kad pleaded (trong- | 


was cucry way incommodious:. 


lion ; There Abimelech had rai-| 


thren/; There Goal againſt 4bj-| 
|melech ; There was Joſeph fold-by 
[his brethren : As if the-yery 
\{ſoile had beene ſtained with 


EC 


CN C—— 


For 
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| For had hee ſpeedily called vp 
[I{rael, before -Teroboam could 
hauc beene ſent for out of E- 
_ [gypr; he had found the way 
|cleerc ; A lictle'delay may leeſc 
[4 grear deale of opportunity ; 
what ſhall we ſay of both, but 
[chat 'miſcry is Icd in by infa- 
tuation, 
Had not Iſrael beence ſome- 
what prediſpoſed to a mutinic, 
they had neuer ſent into Egypr 
for ſuch a ſpokeſman as Jerobo- 
am ; a fugitiuc, a traitor to Salo- 
mon; long had thatcrafty con- 
ſpirator lurked in a forraine 
court; Thealliances of Princes| 
| are not cuerneceflary bonds of 
| > . . iP}; 
friendſhip: The brother in law 
of Salomon harbours this we 
| | | in 


——_—_— 
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in his boſome, and giucs thai 
hear, Which "is repaid with a 
ſting to rhe poſterity of ſo 


necrean allye : And now Salo- 
his native ſoile : Thar ſrac| 


anillftgne ; worſe yet that they 
would countenance him; worlt 
of all *that they would imploy 
him: Nothing doth more be- 


choiſe of vicious Agents : 
Thoſe that meane well will 


or credit of their ations vpon 
offenſe inftruments ; None 
but the {lutriſh will wipe their 
faces with faule clothes. Vp- 


mons death calls him backe to| 


would cntertainea rebell,it was | 


wray euill intentions, than the| 


nor hazard cither the ſucceſlc, | 


| 


_ — 


— — 


right hearts would haue ſaid, 
| | B 2 as 


——_— 


— A Na wo 
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10 | Contemplations. L1s. 18: | 
as Dauid did-to God, fo to his 
anointed ; Doe not I bate them 
that hate thee? Y:a Thate them with a 
perfett batred. Teroboams head had 
| becnea fit preſent to hauc tcn- 
dered ynto their new King ; 
and now'in ſtead thereof they | |} 
| tender themſelues to Teroboam,as 
| the head of their faction. 

| Had not Rehoboam wanted 
ſpirits, hee had firſt {( aftcr Salo- 
mons example) done iuſtice to 
his fathcrs traytor, and then 
hauc treated of mercy towards 
his ſubic&ts ; The people ſoone| | 
found the Ba 7 of their 
new Soucraigne, elſc they durſt 
not haue ſpoken to him by ſo 
obnoxious a tongue ; Thy father 
made our yoke griewons, make thou | 
| | i | 


—_— 


it tighter and Þee Will ſerue thee ;| 
Doubtleſle the crafry head of 
Icroboam was in this ſuit, which 
| his mouth vrrered in the name 
| of Iſracl; Nothing could haue 
[beene more ſubtill ; Ir ſeemed a 
|promiſe, it was a threar; thar 
which fcemed a ſupplicarion. 
| wasa complaint : humility was 
but a vaile for diſcontenrmetir; 


One hand helda paper, the o-| 
ther a. ſword : Had they faid, 


Free vs from Tributes, thecapi-' 
[rulation had becne groſle, and 
ſtrongly ſauoring_ of ſedition'; 
now they ſay Eaſe os, they pro- 
feſle his power to impole, and 
cheir willingneſle'to yeeld ; on- 
ly craving fauourin the weight 
of the impoſition; If Reboboam 
17 D 3: yeg 


ht. omit 
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_— 


| 


yeeld, he blemiſherh his father; 


| don his ſcepter, if he ſtickeatſo 


came with a purpoſe to cauill; 


[* ſuggeſtion was not more 


[kingdome ; His wiltulneſſe] 


—— 
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If he deny, , hee indangers his 
ſhall ſceme worthily ro, aban- 


reaſonable a ſuit; Surely. Iſrae| 
Teroboam had ſecretly troubled 
theſe waters, that he might fiſh 
more gainefully ; One malc- 
contentis enough to embroilec 
a whole kingdome. 

How harſhly muſt it nceds 
{ound in the cares of Rehoboam, 
that the firſt word hee heares 
from his people; is a querulous 
challenge of; his Fs wi  go- 
uernment ; Thy father' made our 


yoke grieuous.; For. ought I lee 


| 


ſpight- | 


—_— 


—_— MM. wi 


|ſtance; what. in 


Lis. 18, Rehoboam. | \ 


was the weight of this yoke, 
were none of the turmoyles of 


cncampings, Hay any .6o 
chings, minings, ſicges, 


world af worke- thar attends 
hoſtility ; Salomon bad.not his 
name Ao nought-;; All- was 
calme during that Jong; reigne: 

And if they had paid dearn for 
their peace, they had nocaulſero 
complaine of an hard:match; 

The warlike times of Saul wid 


| David. had exhauſted... their 


bloud, together with theirſub- 


ratitude,-,was 
ie rocryouro WS Yea bur 


that 


© ——_ Co SS > 00 uo role angry opens + ——=— Mo ge Ci - 4- 


ortifi» | 
cativns ; none of. that+redious 


ſpightfull than. vniuſt : whete| 
che toyle of theſe {eruices? Here| 


warre; notraynings,marchings,| 


| 


——__=Tw_—_ 
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we. th 
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 andlaborious buildings: Gods 
| houle, and theKings, rhe walls | 
| of Icruſalem, Har, Megidao, 


| thele great workes; the ike 
of Iſrael were calie, and inge- 


'Contemplations. Lrs. 18. is.| 
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that peace brought forth coltly i 


and Gezer, theeitics of Rorephic 
cities. of defence, could not riſe 
without many Aa ſhoulder:True, | 
but not of any Ifraclites ; The 
reminders of Amorites, Flittites, 
Perizzites, Huites, and I buſives, 
wereput to all the drizd geryof 


nuous ; free from ſeruility, free 
from painfulncſſe. But * ahi 
chargewas theirs; whoſe-focuer 
wasthelabour : : The dicr'bf fo 
endleſſe' a retifne, the arten- 
dance of his Setaplio, the par- 
ueyance for his forty rhoulahd 
© ſtables, 


-» a er ne ww 


B's. Rehot vam. © 


| tainly, if ir had layne on none 
bur his owne; But wherecforc 


——_— a 


[the e#a&tions were To prefl ue? 
[The multitude is ener proneto 


|quet'? Wherefore ſ{erued rhe 


[red alles \ ro cen{ure dead; "The 


es A et. 


tables, the colt of his facile? 
muſt necds weigh heauy ; Cer- 


went Salomons Na uy cuery three 
yceres to Ophir ? te what vieſcr- 
ucd the {ix hundred threeſcore| 
and'f1x Talents of Gold, that 
camein'oneycareto his Exch, 


large tributes of forraine nari- 
6s? How did hee make filuer 
robe tn Teruſalem as ſtones; if 


picke quarrell with their Go- 


uernours; and whom they fea- 


[bcncfirs of ſo quiet and happy 
[2 -* aa oucrinfſilerice; 


Rn. A... 
bed = 
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| 
the 


|moz ; I wonder that hee. who 


[leiſure in his. anſwer, .ſhould 


C's” Contemplations. L1B.18. 


the. gricuances Arc recounted 
with clamour ; Who can hope 
that mcrit or greatneſſe/ can 
ſhield him from obloquie, 
when Salomon.is traduced to ' 
owneloynes? F 

The propoſition of Iſrac! purs 
Rehoboam to a deliberation ; De- 
part. yee for three dates, then come 
againe to me : 1 abben no other 
word of his that argued wil- 
dome. ;: Not. to giue,: ſudden 
reſolutions. in. caſes. of 1mpor- 
rance was a.point that might 


well beſeemethe ſonne of Salo- 


| 


| 


had _ much: witas to. call for 


| 


(ſhew ſo little. wit) in the im-' 


[L1s.18.  Rehoboam. |. , 
[returne of that ;an{wer ; Who 
cannot bur hope well to ſee 
the grey heads of Salomons {c- 
cret Counlell called ro Rehobo-| 
ams Cabinet 2 As Counlcllors, | 
as ancient, as Salomons, they can- 
not chooſe bur ſee the beſt; the 
ſafeſt courle for rheir new So-| 
[ueraigne : They had learned of 
[their old maſter, chat a /aff an- 
[ſewer  appeaſeth Wrath ; wilcly 


— 


_ 


thereforedoc they. aduiſe him, | 
If thou Wilt be a ſeruant to thus peo- 
ple. this day, and fþrake good words 
to them, they Wu be thy ſeruants 


breath to purchaſe an cuerlaſt- 
[10 g homa C: with one gentle 
| 200n of his tongue, to bind | 

nol all | 


-. __—  *... o, 
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all his peoples hearts to his al- 
legeance foreucr. Yet (as if the} 
| motion had beenevnhe) anew 
| Counſel! Table is called : well 
might this people fay ; Whar 
will not Reboboam grudge vs, if 
he rhinke much to giue good| 
words for a Kingdame. There 
is not more wiſdome in taking | 
variety of aduice, where the 
matteris doubtfull, than folly, | 

Ws TEEP . 
when it is plaine *: The young 
heads are conſulted; This very 
changeargues weakenes; Some| 
reaſon might bee pleaded for 
paſſing from the younger 
Counſel! ro the aged; none, 
for the contrary; Ape btings 
expcricnce ; and, it is a fhaine,| 
if with the ancient be = 
dome ; 


u_ 


L1B.18. Rehoboam.. 


dome; Youth is commonly 
raſh, heady, inſolcnt, yngouer- 
[ncd, wedded to will, led by hu- 
mour, a rebell to nu a ſub- 
ject to paſſion, fitter to execute 
than to aduiſe : Greene wood is 


a conſtant firmeneſle : Many a 
life, maty a ſoule, many a flou- 
rithing {tate hath beene-ruined 
by yndiſciplined Monitors : 
Such were theſe of Rehoboam, 


—_—_ 


| that this conditionating of ſub- 
[icCts, was no other than an af- 


ſu ggels to them, how ynfir it 
is i mea brookeſo ſau- 
Cie atreaty; how requiſite and 


Princely, 


[euer ſhrinking and warping, | 
whercasthe well-ſcaſoned holds} 


Gao co their new maſter, and 


; 


whoſe great ſtomach tells them} 


I 
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| ——— 


Princely, rocruſhthis pretunp- 
cion in rhe eve; As {corning 
| therefore to bY braved by the 
baſe Vulgar, they put words of | 
orcatneſle, and terror into their| 
new Prince, My little finger ſhall 
| be thicker than my fathers loynes ; 
My father made your yoake hea- 
uy, I will adde to your yoake ; My 
father hath chaſtiſed you with 
whips, I will chaſtiſe you with 
Scorpions. The very words 
haue ſtings ; Now muſt Iſracl 
needs hink®: How cruell will] 
this mans hainds be, when he] 
thus drawes bloud with his| 
jcongue? Men arc not wont to 
ſpcake outtheir worſt; who can| 
endure the hopes of kim that 


| MOT ory ? There *” 
Fa 
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bee no good vic of an indch- 
nite profeſſion of rigor and fc- 
ucrity; Feare is an vnſafe guar- 
dian of any ſtate, much leſſe of 
Jan vnſctled. Which was yer " =M 
| worſc, not the ſinnes of Iſrael 
were threatned, nor their pur- 
ſes, but their perſons; neither 
had they Icfred a remiſſion] 
of iuſtice,bur of cxations; and 
now, they heare of nothing but 
burdens, and ſcourges, and 
Scorpions. «prone: 

| Herewasa Prince and peo- 
ple well met; I doe not ade 
them ſenſible of ought, ſaue 
their owne profit ; They doe 
not ſay ; Religion was corrup- 
tedin chefhucring vp of thy ta- 
thers daies; Idolatry found che 
ns. _ free 


ehoboam. 


to 


| 
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- ne 


free tauourof Prieſts,and Tem- 
ples, and Sacrifices; Begin thy 
reigne with God ; purge the 
Church, demoliſhthoſe ples of! 
abomination; abandon thoſe 
Idol-mongers, reſtore deuotion 
ro her purity ; They arc all for 
cheir peny, for their caſe ; Hee 
on the other {1de, is all for: his 

will, for an imperious ; Souc-| 
raignty.; withour any regard 
cither of their reformation, or 
ſatisfaction ; They were wor- 
thy of load that cared for no- 


thing but their backs; and hee| 
worthy of ſuch ſubiedts, who 
profeſſed to affect their miſcry| 
and tormenr. ... Fn al 
_ Who, would not. but hauc] 
looked any , whither for the 


cauſe 


| 


| 


_—— 
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th, it. 


| cauſe ofirhs) cuill, rather chan 
to: heaucn 2: yer, the holy God | 


challenges it co himſelfe ; The 


roboam ; As fn is a puniſhment 


of f1n,it is a part of Tuſtice; The 
holy oncof I{racl doth not ab-| 


horre to vic cucn the grofleſt 


| {ins to bis owneiuſt purpoſes; 
| whiles our wills are free ro our 


owne choice; his decrees are as 


ſaken rhe Lord,and worlthipped 
Aſbtaroth, the goddeſle of the 
Zidonians, and Chemojh, and 


Milchom : God owes them, and | 


Salomon a whipping ; The tro- 
wardneſſe of Rehoboam (hall 


cauſe was from the Lord; that | 
he might performe his ſaying | 
by Abjjah che Shilonire to 7e-| 


| neccflary, asiuft ; Iſracl had for-| 


—_____——_ 
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pay it them ; I ſee Teroboams 
plot, the peoples inſolence, the 
young mens mil-aduice, the 
(Princes vnſcaſonable auſteritie, 


wile prouidence of the Al- 
mighty)vnwittingly to accom- 
[pliſh his moſt juſt decree; All 
[rhcſe might haue done other- 
wile for any force that was 
offered to their will ; all would 
no more doe otherwiſe, than if 


nation in heauen ; that God 
may bee magnified in his wil- 
dome, and iuſtice, whiles man 
wittingly periſheth in his folly. 

That three daics expeCtation 
(had warmed theſe ſmoking 1{- 


raclites, and made them ready 


MI 
{meeting together (through the| | 


there had beene no predetermi-| 
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| for a combuſtion; vpon ſoper- 
 emprorya reſolution of rigor, 
the flame burlts out, which all 
the waters of the well of Bethle- 
hem could neuer quench; The 


furious mulcitude flies out into 


bn haue we in Dauid, neither haue 
we inheritance in the ſonne of 
Teſſe; To your Tents o Ifrael; 
riow, ſee to thins owne houſe 
| Dauid. 5 2" 

| How dutſt theſe feditious 
| mouthes mention Dautd in dc- 
| fiance ? One would hauc 
thought thar very name had 
beenc'able to haue tempered 
cheir fury, and co have contai- 
ned them within the limits of 


| obedience; Ir-was the father of 


—”- © + CI 
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a deſperate reuolr ; What porti-| 
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That they ſhake off his anoin-| 


Rehqgboam, and the ſonneof Da- 
uid that had led Ifracl into Ido- 
latry ; Salomon hath drawne| 
contempt vpon his father, and 
vpon his ſonne : If Iſrael baue 
calt off their God, is it maruell 


ted? Irreligion is the way to 
diſobedience ; There can be no 
crue ſubieRion bur out of con-} 
ſcience ; They cannot make 
conſcience of ciuill duties, who 
makenone of diuine. | 
In vaine ſhall Rehoboam hope 
to preuaile by his Officer, when 
himſelfc is reieted : The per- 
ſonsof Princes carry in them 
characters of Maielty ; when 
their preſence workes not, how 


| {houldthcir meſſage? If Adoran 
ſolicit 


—_ ._—_—_——— _ 
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{{olicit the people too late with. 
good words, they anſwer him 
| with ſtones. Nothing is morc 
[vntractable and violeat, than 


an enraged multitude; It was| 
time for Rehoboam ro berake 


—GWi 


On EIT 


thoſe ſtones were throwne ar: 


ſenger ſuffers for his maſter ; ſo 
the maſter ſuffers in his meſſen- 
ger; Had Rehoboam beene: in 
Adorams clothes, this death had | 
beene his : Only flight can deli- 
ucr him from thoſe that might | 
hauebcene ſubiects : Ieruſalem 
mulſtbe his refuge agaiuſt the] 
conſpiracy of Shechem. 
| Blefled be God for lawfull| 


| 


G3 
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| himſelfe ro his charer; he faw| 


him, in his Adoram : As the meſ-| 


Ry ; \Encn a murti-| 
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nous body cannot want an 
head : If the rebellious Iſraelites 
hauc caſt oft their true Souc- 
raigne, they mult chooſe a falſe; 


Teroboam the ſonne of Nebat 
multbec the man ; He had need 
be s kilfull,and fit fure, char ſhall 
backe the horſe which hath 
caſt his rider ; Iſracl could not 
haucany where met with morc 
craft, and courage, than they 
found in this leader. | 
| Rehoboam returnes to Ieruſa-| 
lem lighter by a crowne than] 
he went forth ; Tudah and Ben- 
jamin {tick tl] falt ro their loy- 
alcy:the example of a generall| 
rebellion cantior make them 


| 


a ; God will cucr-referue al 


vnfaichfull ro the houſe of Da- 


_ remnant| 
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| 


| meſſage of ceſſation ; Yee ſhall 
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|fourcſcore thouſand of them 


are vpin armes, ready to force! 
Lracl to their denied ſ{ubiccti- 


—_ » — —_ _ Oe ee ee eas... cen 


— _ 
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remnantfree from the common 


proucthcir valour, no leſſerhan 
their fidelity, will fight againſt 


their brethren, for their Prince; 


reduce thecrowne to the fonne 
of Salomon; An hundred and 


on: No noyſe ſounded on both 
parts but military ; no man 
thought of any thing bur 
bloud ; when - ſuddenly God 


ſends his Prophet to forbid the 
battle ; Shemaiah comes with a 


not goe vp, nor fight againſt your 


brethren, the children of Iſrael, 


and will hazard their liucs to | 


| 


contagion; Thoſe tribes, to ap-| 


| 


| 
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returne. ewer.y man” to his houſe, 
for this thing us from mee, ſaith 
the Lord; The word of one 


a 
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| 


[av Prophet diſmiſſes theſe] 


| | all his ancicnt Counſellers, will 
| | lay downe his ſword, vpon the 


| Prophets of the old Teltamene 


| 


mighty armies; He that would 
nor lay dowde the threats of 
his rigor, vpon the aduice of 


word of a Scer ; Shall weenuy, 
or {hamerto ſee how much the 


could doe; how lirtle thoſe of 
the new? It our commiſhon 
be noleſle from the fameGod, 
the difference offacceſſe can- 
notgoe away vnreuenged. 
There was yer ſome grace 


Tr as _ _ _—_—_ hc. AM —— — th math. 


in Rehoboam, that hee would 


not ſpurne againſt thar, which 
God! 
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| God challenged as his owne | 
workec : Some godlefle ruffian 
would haue ſaid ; whoſocuer} 
is the Author, I will be reuen-| 
ocd on the inſtruments ; Reho-| 
|boam hath lcarned this leflon of} 
| his Grandfather; I held my peace 
becauſe thou Lord haſt done it; 
It he mighrſtriuc with the mul- 
[titude, he knew it was no ſtri-| 
uing with his Maker ; quietly| 
therefore doth hee lay downe| 
| his armes, not daring afrerthat| 
|prohibition to ſecke the re- 
|[coucry of his kingdome by 
|bloud. 

| Where Gods purpotes-are 
[hid from vs, wce mult take} 
Ithe faireſt waies of all lawfull 
{remedies ; but where God hath, 
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we muſt fitdowne in an hum-' 
ble ſubmiſſion ; our ſtrug- 
ling may aggrauare, 
cannot redreſfle 
our milcries. 


 Teroboam. 
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Feroboam_. ; 


S there was no pub- 
FL | nay vniuerſall 
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\ Ten Tribes,and the 


found reaſon to fortifie the bor- 
ders of his owne territories; 

Shechem was worthy ro is 
deare to Teroboam ; a citic as of 
old ſeaſoned with many trea- 
{ons, ſo now auſpicious to his 
[new viurpation. The ciuill 
(defedtion was ſoone followed 


conflict betwixtrhe|! 


wo, ſono Peace ; Finkin King 


| by 
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34 | I Contemplations. Lt B. 18. 
| by the ſpirituall; As there are 
neare reſpects berwixt God,and 
| his anointed, fo there js great 
affiniry betwixt treaſon and 1-| 
dolatry : there is a connexion| 
berwixt, Feare God, and Honour | 
the King; and no lefle betwixt| 
the neglects of both : In vaine| 
| ſhalla man looke for faith in| 
| [a miſ{-religious heart, © 
Next to Achitophel, [doc nor 
| finde thar Iſrael yeelded a craf-| 
tier head than Teroboams;lo hath | 
| he plotred this conſpiracy, that 
( what cucr fall) there 1s no 
place for a challenge; not his 
owneintruſion, but Iſracls Ele- 
Qion hath raiſed him to their 
rhrone; neitheris his cunning 
leflein holding a ſtolneſcepter; 

| Thus] 


| 
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Thus herhinkes 10 himlclte; ;.If 
[Iſrael have made me their king, | 
itisbutina pang of diſcontent-| 
ment ; ' theſe violent thoughts 
will not laſt alwaies : Sudden 
firs haue commonly ſudden re- 
coucries ; their returne to their 
loyalty (hall forfcir my head to- 
gorheer with my Crowne ; - They 
[cannot returne to God, and! 
1hold off from their lawfull So- 
ucraigne; They cannot rerurne 
|to Jeruſalem, and keepe off 
from God ; fromthcir loyalty; 
| Thrice a yeerc will their deuo-| 
tion call them vp thither ; be- 
tides the exigence of their fre- | 
quent vowes; How can they | 
| be mine, whilcs that glorious) 
| Temple is in'their eye; whiles| | 


the 
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[che magnificence of the royall 
| {Palace of Dauid and Salomon, 
{hall admoniſh them of their 
natiue allegeance ; whiles (be- 
ſides the {ſolicitation of their 
brethren) the Pricſts and Le- 
uires ſhall preach to them the] 
neceſliry of their due obedience, 
[and the abomination of their| 
[facrifices in their wilfull diſo-| 
|bedience; whiles they ſhall (by | 
|thcir preſence) put themſelues| 
vpon the mercy, or juſtice off 
[cheir lawfull, and forſaken} 
Prince; Either therefore Imuſt 
diucrt them from Ieruſalem, or 
Tone I cannor liuc and reigne. Ir 
is no diuerting them by a direct 
| reſtraint; ſuch prohibition 
| , | would both endangertheir Ve- 
Ka GED. __} 
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[hibit it ; ſo the people hauc 
a God, it ſufficeth them ;. they 
[hall hauc ſo much formality 
as may content them ; their 
[zcale is not ſo ftharpe; but they 
[can be well plcaſcd with caſe ; 
[ will proffer them both a more 
compendious,and more plauſt- 


ble worſhip ; Ieruſalem ſhall be 


borders ; naturally men loucto 
ſeethe obictts of their 'deuoti- 
on; I will therefore feed their 
cics with two golden repreſcn- 
[rations of their God, nearer 
[home ; and whar can bec 
|more properthan thoſe, which 
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ſupplied within mine owne| 
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rer diſtaſte, and whet their de- 

{ire to more eagerneſle-: Imay| 

|change religion, I may not in- 
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Aaron deuiled of old to humor 
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Iſrael? 
| . Vpoa this peſtilenc zrolind, 

Teroboam lets vp two calucs in 
| Dar, and Bethel, and per{ſwades 
[the people; It i too mich for) 
you to goe Top ts T:ruſalem, be- 
hold thy Gods 6 Tjrael, which 
brought thee out of the land 0 
Egypt. Oh the miſchiefe thar| 
comes of wicked infidcliry ; Ir 
was Gods Prophet that had] 
rear. Jeroboams garment into 
{twcluc pecces, and had giuen 
[tcn of them to him; in token 
of his ſharing che ren Tribes ;| 
who with the ſame breath alſo 
|cold him that the cauſc of this 
[diſtraction was their Idolatry , 


Yer now will hee inſtitute an 
PTY Idola- 
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[dolatrous-{cruice for the hol- 
[ding rogether of them, whom 
their Idolatry had rent from 
cheirtrueSoucraigheto him:He 
faies notz God hath promiſed 
me this Kingdome,. God: hath 
conferd ir ; God ſhall- finde 
mcanes to maintaine his owne 
a&; I will obcy him, let him 
diſpoſe of me; The God of If-| 
rael is wiſe and powerfull c- 
nough; to fetch about hisowne 
delignes ; bur, (4s if thedeuices 
of men were, ftronger than 
Gods prouidence, and--ordi- 
[nation) he will bee working 
out his owne ends by propha ne 
policies: Teroboam eng borne 
an Iſraclite, and bred in the 
Court of a Salomon,could not 
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"|bur know the expreſſe charge 
|of God againſt 'the making of 


[ring mindes will know no 


Contemplations. L1s.18. 


Images, againſt the crecting of 
any riuall altars, to that of Te- 
rufalem ; yet nowthat hee ſecs 
to the aduancing of his ambi- 
tious proieQs, he ſers vp thoſe 


met: care not to make bold 
with Godin caſcs of their owner 
commodity ; If the lawes of 
cheir Maker lic in the way of 
their profit, or promotion,they 
cirher ſpurnethem our, or tread 
'vpon them at pleaſure : Aſpi- 
God bur honour. Iſrael ſoiour- 
ned in Egypt 8 brought home 
a golden calfe ; Teroboam 1o- 


| 


both'rchele may auaile much] 


Images, thoſe | Altars; Widked| 


\. 1ournes 


| 
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home two; It is hard ro dwell 
inEgypt vncainted ; not to fa-| 
uor of the {ins of theplace we| 
liucin, 1s'no leſle {trange, than | 
for wholeſome liquor tuad y 
in a multy veſſell, nor ro ſmell | 

of the caske ; The beſt body} 
| may beintetedina contagious 
aire ; Let bimbewareof Egyprtf 
har would bee free from Ido- 
larry: * THOTIE| 
 *No ſooher arc [eroboats 
 caluts'vp, than Lracl is downe 
'on their-knees:-their worthip 
followes immediacly vpo 
erection ; How cafilyischeva-| 


cucrreligion bfigurhority ? The 
weather-cookwill looke which 


| journcs there, and brought 


The] 
ſtable vulgaricarricd intowhar-| 
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way ſocucr the wind blowes; 
It is no maruell if his ſubic&s 
| be brutiſh, who hath made a| 
| calfe his God. 

- 'Enery. acceſſary to finne is 
filthy, ut the firſt authors of 
ſinne are abominable ; How is 
Teroboam branded in cuery of 
thelc ſacred leaues? how docall 
ages ring of his fa&, with ton 
[accent of diflibnourizad indig- 
nation ; Teroboam the ſonne of 
N ebat, that made Tſrael ta finne ? 
It was aſhame for Iſrael chat it 
could be madcto f1nne by a Je-: 
| roboam; but, © curſed name of 
| Teroboam chat would draw 11- 
[racl ro {in; The followers and 
|abctrors of euill arc worthy 
| of torment, butno hell is roo- 
hy. 1 deepe 
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decpc for the leaders of pub- 


[lique wickedneſle. 
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ny requiſite circumſtances ; As 
a new King would hauca new 
God; fo that new God' muſt 
haucnew Temples, Altars, Ser- 
[uices, Prieſts, Solemnities; All 
theſe hath Teroboam inſtituted ; 


mould with his golden calues: 
[Falſe deuotion doth nor more 
croſlſe, than imitate the true : 


than an enemy of God; Hee: 
knowes ir more cafic to adul- 
rerate religion, than to abo- 
liſh'ic. 'v 
| - That which God ordained 


Religion is clothed with ma- 


all theſe hath hecaſt in cheſame|_ 


Satan is no lefle a counrerticit | 


for the auoydance of Idolatry, 
| D3_ is] 
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is made the occaſion of it; a 
[limitation of his holy {eruices 
ro Teruſalem : How miſchic- 
uoully. doe wicked men. per-| 
vert the wholeſome inflicuti-| 
ons of God to their ſtnne,-to 
their bane? "0 
Teroboam could not be jgno-| 
rant how fearcfully this very 
att was reuenged ypon Iſrael, 
inthe wildernefle; yethee dares 
renew it in Day and Bethel: No 
example of iudgement can af-| | 
fright wilfull oftcnders. 
It is not the mettall that 
makes his Gods, but the wor- 
ſhip ; the ſacrifices : Wha facri- 
hce could there bee withour 
Prieſts > No religion couldeuer 


waurt {acred malters of Djuine 
 __ Cere; 
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{ele&, and honourable; bran- 
ches of theholy {temme of Aa- 
ron;[eroboamrakes vp his Prielts 
outof the channell of the mul- 
titude; all Tribes, all perſons 
were good enough for his ſpu- 
rious deuotion; Leaden Priclts | 


' [are well fitted ro golden Dei- 


ties. Religion recciues either 
much honour, or blemiſh, by | 
the quality of thoſe thar ferue 
at her Altars; We arc not wor- 
thy to profeſſe our {clues ſer-| 


uants uf the true God, if we doe 


the belt. 
Teroboams Calucs mult hauc 
ſacrifices, mult hauc ſfolemne| 


|feltiuitics ; choughin a day,and 


Ceremonies ;, Gods Clergy, was 


not hold his ſeruice worthy of| 


D4 moneth 


| 


| moneth of his owne deviſing : 
| In vaine ſhall wee pretcnd to 
worſhip a God, if wee grudge 
him the juſtdaies, and rites of 
his worſhip, 
It is ſtrange that hee who 
thought the dregs of the vulgar| 
good enough for that Prielt- 
{ hood, wouldgrace thoſe Gods, 
| by aCting their Prieſt himlelfe;] 
ahd yet behold where the new] 
| King of Iſrach-ſtands before his :: 2 
|new Altar, with a Scepter in 
| one hand, and a Cenſer in the} |! 
other, ready to ſacrifice ro his 
| new Gods; when the man of 
God comes from Tuda, with a 
meſſage of judgement; Qh de- 


| ſperate condition of Iſrael, that | 
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was ſo far gone with impiety, 
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|E13.18. Jeroboam. 
that it yeclded not one fairhfull 
| monitor to Teroboam; Thetime 
was, that the crefting of but a 
new altar (for memory,for mo- 
nument ) on the other fide Tor- 
dan, bred a challenge to the|. 
Tribes of Reuben,Gad, and Ma- 
naſſes;and had coſt much Iſrac- 
liriſh bloud, if the quarrelled 
Tribes had norgiuen a {caſona- 
ble and pious fatisfaction ; and 
now, loe how the ſtronger {to- 
| mach of degenerated Irael can 
Ldigclt new Alcars, new Tem- 
ples, new Gods ; What a diffe- 
rencethereis betwixta Church 
and Kingdome newly brea- 
thing from affliction, and ſer- 
led vponthe lees of a mil-uſed 
Peace? | 
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[I{racl is in all the height both of 


| ted not wit to know what dil- 


HET 


But oh he patience,and mer-| 
cy of our Long-lufftering God;| 
that will not ſtrike a very Tero- 
boam vnwarned : Indgement| 


ners, cre it light; If Iſrael afford 
nota boldreproucr of Teroboam, 
Iuda ſhall ; When the king of 


— 


his State, and ſuperſtition, ho- 
nouring- his ſolemne day with 
his richeſt deuotion, ſteps forth 
a Prophet of God, and inter-| 
rupts that glorious ſeruice, with 
a loud inclamation of - judge- 
ment. Doubtlefſerhe man wan- 


pleaſure, what danger muſt 


—— 
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hoaers ouer the heads of ſin-| 


needs follow ſo vawelcome a| 


meſſage: yer dares he (vpon the 


com 


- 
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Lip.18. Jeroboam. 
[commiſſion of God) doe this 
|affrontto an Idolatrous King, | 
[in the midſt of all his awefull 
| magnificence. The Prophers of 
God goe ypon many a thanke- 
leſſecrrand ; He 1s NO meſſenger 
for God that cither knowes, or 
| feares the faces of men. 
It wasthcAlrar, nottheper- 
ſon of Teroboam, which the Pro- 
pher thus threatens; Yer notthe 
{tones are ſtricken, bur the 
founder ;in both their appre- 
henſtons : So deare are the de- 
|uices of our owne brainceto vs, 
as if they were incorporated in- 
ro our ſclues; There is no oppo- 
ſition whereof we are ſo {cnſt- 
ble, as thatof religion. 


| Thatthe royall Altar mow 
| e 
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be thus polluted by dead mens 


FIREH and the bloud of the 


Prieſts, was nor more vnplea- 
ſing, than thar all this ſhould 
bee done by a childe of the 


houſe of Dawuid; for Teroboam| 


well faw that the throne and. 
the altar muſt Rand, or fall to- 
gether; thata ſonne of Dauid 


ſubuerſion of the gouernment, 


natory prediction ; The rebeE 
lions people who had faid What 
portion haue we in Dauid, hearc 
now, that Dauid will perforce 
haue a portion in them : and 
might well ſee, what beaſts 
they 


—_———— 


es. —_—...,..__\/t —— ——_— 
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could not hauc ſuch power| 
ouer the Altar, without an. vtter| 


of the ſucceſſion; therefore is he| 
[thus galled with this commi-| 


| 


_— —_— —_ dw 


T.. 


_— — 


—— - ” 4 
7 
= 


L1B.18. Jeroboam. 
they had made themſclues, in 
worſhipping the image of a 
beaſt; and ſacrificing to ſuch a] 
God, as could-nor preſcrue his 
| ownc Altar from violacion,agdi 
ruinc; | | 
All this whilc I doe not lee} 
this zealous Prophet laying his 
hand to the demolition of this 
Idolatrous Altar; or threatning 
a knife-to the Author of this 
| deprauation of religion; Only 


_—” 


| wich foule, but Bape words; 


of menace, not. of reproach; 


_—— — — — 


It was for Tofias a/King, to.lhed 
{the bloud of: thoſe ſacrificers, 
[ro _deface thoſe, Aitars : Pro-| 
| phetsare for the tpngue, Prin- 
ces forthe hand; Proph 


| 


cts mult 
onely! 


his rongue: ſmites both; not] 
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onely denounce judgement ;| 
Princes execute. Wer 
'Furure things are preſcnt'to 
the Erernall ; It was ſome two 
hundred and fixty yeates; ere 
this prophecy ſhould bee fulfil- 
led; yet the man of God fpcakes| 
of it as now in acting ; Whar| 
arc ſome Centuries of yeares ro 
the Ancient' of daies ?' | How 
flow, and yet how fure is rhe} 
pace'of Gods reuenge? It is nor 
in the power of time to fru- 
{ſtrate Gods determinations ; 
Thereis' no leſſe juſtice, nor (c-| 
ucrity in a delaied puniſhmenr. 
"Wharta perfe&t Record there| 
is of all names in the roll of| 
Heauen ; before they be, after 
they are paſt > what "eur ſee- 
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ming contingency there 15 1n 
their impoſition, yer they fall 
vnder thecertainty of a decree ; 
and are better knowne in hea- 


uen, crethey be, than on carth 
whiles they are. Hethatknows 


g— 
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fore weor the world hauca be- 
ing, doth not oft reucale this 
peece of his knowledge to his 
creature ; herehedoth; naming 
the man that ſhould bee two 
hundred yecres after; for morc 
aſſurance of rhecuent; thar Iira- 
el may fay, this man ſpeakes 
from a God who knowes what 
thall be : There cannot bee a 


Godhcad, than the forcknow- 


ledge of thoſe things, whole 


EE | caules 


what names we ſhall haue, be-| 


more ſure cuidence of a trac] 
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cauſcs hauc yct no hope of be-| 
ing ; But becaulc the proofe of 
this prediction was not more| 
certaine, than remote; a preſent 
demonſtration ſhall conuince| 
the future ; The altar ſhall rend in 
peecesthe aſhes ſhall be ſcattered;| 
Hoy amazedly mult the {edu- 
ced Iſraelites needs looke yp- 
on this miracle ; and why doc; 
they nor thinke with them- 
{elues; whiles theſe ſtones rend, 
why arcour hearts whole Of 
what an oucr-ruling power 1s | 
the God whom we haue forſa- 


ken, that can thus teare the Al- 
tars of his corriualls > How 
{hall we ſtand before. his. ven- 
geance, when the very ſtones 
breake at the word of his Pro- 


—— 


| | phet 21 


L1B: 18. 


were thus a ted: . but [eroboam, 
whom it molt coiled: 


humiliation, ſtrercherh'forth his 
hand for reucnge, and cries, Lay 
| hold on him : Reſolare witked: 


diſcreet reprchenſion doth” nor 
more reformeſome { nners thay 


phet? Perhay S, \ ſothi beholdes| 


in} 


ſtead of bowing his ker for} 


[neſſe is itaparienr of a reproofe, 
and in ſtcad of yeelding to the 
voice of God, rebellcth : Iaſtand}] 


exaſperare others, 
How eafie is it for God'to 


'ſtrerches out;" dries v Pp, and can- 
not be pullet backe againe : and. 
now ſtands the King of Litacl like 


ſome amicke ſtatue; in 4 polture' 
of imporent! "Indeuour'; 1o difa- 


coole the courage of proud Tero-| 
boam ? the hand -which' his rage] 


ht 


_ 
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|bled| ro.the hurr of the Prophet, 

[Ha hee. cannot-command thar | 
ipcece of himſelfe; What arc the | 
great Potentates of the world, | 
in the powerfull hand of the 
Almighty? Tyrans cannot bee | 
lo harmcfull as they arc mali- 
clous. 
| _ The ftrongeſt heart may bee. 
broughe fowne with affliction ; 
\Now theſtour ſtomach of Terobo- | 
[ami is fallen tro an humble depre- 
cation ; Intreat now the face of the| 
| Lord thy Godand pray for me, that | 
'my hand may be reſtored me againe. 
Ir muſt nceds be a great ſtreight| 
[chat could driue a 9 heart to 


beg mercy, where he bent his per-| 


——__—— 


EI 


Lemon «{o doth Teroboars; Fol. | 
ina {corneto;be bcholden | 
ro an cnemy. ; [n\cxrremities, the| 
| worlſt| 


. 
LI B $ | 
Aa. | = 
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for fauour;,where they hauc {peu 


their malice. |: 
It well © ""6%8Ps the Prophets 


of -God to bee mercifull ; I doe| 


[nor ſee this Seer to and ypon 


| were cruell ; Had thine hand pre- 


Lit vaine; Continue cuer aſpeCta- | 
cle of the tearefull iuftice of thy 


| thou wouldſt hauc ſmitten in| 


—— 
S Tr 


texmes of exprobration;andoucr-| 
lie comeltations with -Teroboam, | 
ro ſay, Thine intentions to mee | 


® LY _ ©*s, 


uailed, I ſhould haucſucd rexhee| 


Yoo - —— 


' Maker, whom thou haſt prouo-| 
ked by | 


thine Idolatry, whom | 


my perſecution; bur hee mecke-| 
ly {ues for. Jeroboams releaſc; 


ly :Magnihe - bork his | power|; 
yp -mercy }:.s. heard arid an-| 
£95 {wered| 


worlt men can _be.contenrt ro ſue| 


and ( char God mig hr abuaddnc-| 


— 
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no whir ſauour of heaucn, if 
we haue not lcarned io docgood 
for eu! -::: 22550 
When'both: ads and Sunne, 
2 blaſts of judgement, and 
che beames of fauour mer roge- 
ther tro worke vpon Teroboam, 


| who would nor looke that hee 


ſhould haue caſt off this cum- 
brous, and miſ-beſceming cloke 


.of his Idolatry ; and haue faid, 
Lord thou haſt {triken mee in 


juſtice, thou haſt healed mee in 
mercy ; I will prouske thee no 
more;. This hand which thou 
haſt reſtored ſhall bee cunſecra- 
ted ro thee in pulling downe 
theſe bold abominations ; Yer 
now, behold hee goes on in 
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Pu with ſucceſſe : Wee doe | 


his old courſes, and,as if God had 


net-[ 
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No ſtone is more hard or infen- 
ſarc than'a inful hearr ; The 


changes of u 


| 
udgementand 
mercy doc bur obdure- :-- 
it, in ſtead,of © TO 


THIS melting; Js ne 


;, 
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[neither done him good nor <c- 
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| ned, and will remunerate him 
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T he #S Seto Prophet. 


Dfis 


FAEroboams hand 1s a- 
FP mcadcd, his ſoule 
© is not ; that conti- 
BS nues (till drie,8& in- 
SEES fcxiblc; Yet whiles 

heeis vachankfull ro the Author 
of hisrecouery, heisthanktullto 
the inftrumenr;he kindly invites | 
the Prophet, whom he had threat- | 


"9" —— 


whom he endeuoured to puniſh : 


| The worſt men may be ſcnſtble 


of bodily favours ; Giuil reſpedts 


| may well ſtand with graceleſſc- 


neſle : 
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man of God returncs'a b{dnrand 


| ceous an offer ; Ifthouwilt giueme 
halfe thine houſe, I Will wot go? 
| with thee, neither will Peat brend'or 
|urmke Water in thu plase, Kind: 


| Ire | 
dolater, than taken from hiny ;| 
| chat which is done trochinvobli- 


[from himobligeh v6 his oblige 
|tionto ys mayb 


——— —— - .4 
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of 


neſſe: Manya one would be/libe- | 

rall of their purſes, if chey mighr 

bee allowed to bee niggardly 'of| 
"1110 $41 
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their obedicnce.”' * 
"As God; fo his Prophet "cates 
notforthelewaſtecurteſies,where | 
he ſees maine durics 'nepleRted} 
More pictie would ' have done} 
well; with leſſe complemetr;'The 


d- 
- 
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peremptory*deniall to'fs' bon 


. 
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| 


| 


riefſeis more fately-done toart-! 


h him”: that whieh'is taken | 


ct 


can'oecafion of 
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his good, 'our obligation ro lm 
may occaſion our hurt; rhe lareſt 
way is to keepealoofe from the 
infeRioully wicked-noit ie wt 
|-:The Prophetis nar eeicaailis re- 
ES OY iect thefauor of a Prince without 
ſomercaſon ; Heyeelds no.rcaſon 
of: bis refuſal] but-the command 
of his God ;; God hath charged 
him, Eat no-bread, wor urinke. ng 
Water; nor turne agdine by (724 
Way that thoucameſt ; Tt is nor tor 
2 Prophet.to plcad.humane, ox 
[carnall grquods; forthe. aings 
|| of his tandtion Hee, may-por 
| fmquebut ypona diytne warrant; 
| would, x Scerhauetook't wich 
the.cyes, bf, fleſh:and blood , he 
| |roight;hayg/found : many argu- 
| _ | mehts of his yeeldahce.. Heis/a. 


; 'Kingthatinuices me ; his _ . 


[ — 
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by enriching - me, may beniefir | 
many.;-and- who, knowes how 
[ap my further conucrſation 
may -preyaile to..xeforme: him? 
how canhe be but: well prepared 
for good counſell-by my-miracu- 
lous cure 2? how gainfully ſhould 
| my receitiof a temporall-courteſie 
be exchanged with a ſpirituallco 
him 2 All: Jfael will follow him 
cither into Idolatry, or reformati- 
on; which way can bedeuifed of 
doing ſo great {cruice ro God and 


—— 


_ Cl At. 


. 


| what can. yeeld, ſo-great / likfli- 
| hood of his reclamation, as-the 
| opportuntticof my further cntize- 
| ncſſewicth him > But the Propher 
dares:not-argue- cales , whete-hee 
had a command ;; what -cacr;be- 
cotne of-Jeroboam, and 1/racl,God 


muſt 


i... 


| che Church,as by retlaiming him; | 
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muſt be obeyed; Neither profit, 
nor hopes may catric vs-croſſe to 
the word of our Maker, How | 
ſafe had this Seer beene, if he had} 
kepr him - ever'vpon this ſure 
ward ; which he no ſooner leaues, 
than he miſcarrics. | 
'  Sodeeply doth God deteſt Ido- 
larry, that he forbids his Prophet 
cocat the bread, rodrinke the wa- 
|rerof apcopleinfefted with this 


| 
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ſinne; yea ro tread/in thoſe very. 
ſteps which their feet haue rouch- 
jd. If this inhibition wereperſo-| 


nall, yet the©grounds' of it-afe | 


common. No--peſtilence fhould 


[be more fthunned thati the'con- 
Pucrſation of the miſ-religious, or: 
| openly ſcandalous ; Itis no'thank 
|co'vsif their familiaritic doe not 
enfcoffe ys of their wickednefſe. 

ren - ]' 
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| ar old Propher thar dwels in Be- 
| thel, within the ayre of Jeroboams 
| doll, within the 'noyſe-of his fa- 
| crifices; thatliues where theman' 
|of God daies nor ear; that permit- 
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| winke atthe ſinne of Jeroboam ? 


| word of that Propher, whom be 


_—_ v8; The Seduged Prophet 


:thnddded not what to thinke' of 


red luis ſonnes 'to bee preſent: at 
thar Idolatrous ſeruice ; [f- hee 
wetea Propherof God, whatdid 
he now. itt Bethel ?-why/ did-hee 


what needed a'Secr ro come. out: 
of Ima, for the reproofe: of; thar 
ſinne; which: was ated vnder his 


noſc? why did-he lye>- why: did | 


his family partake-wirh "rar 24 
If he were not a Prophctof God 
howihad he true: viftions, how | 
had he'true meſlages. from God ;| 
why did heſccond- the menacing| 


ſeduced: 94 
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| burcorrupt, reſtic, vicious ; "*ks 
[phecy doth not alwaics preſup- 


| hath had viſions "IM God, who 


| che Meſſiah to come;as ſcarce cuer 
| any of the holicſt Prophets; yea, | 
| his very Afe hath both her mouch 


| miraculouſly 


| Contenplations [13.18. 
ſeduced? > why did he defire that | 


his owne Weak might be honou- 


red -with his Sepulcher 2 Doubt- 
leſſe he was a-Prophet of- God, 


—_—— 


poſe ſanCtification ; many a one 


ſhall. neucr inioy:the viſion of 
God. A very Balaam in his-exta-| 
{1es, hath fo cleere a reuclation of 


cned, and her. 
ics; to ſcc as, ace that An- 
gel;which was hid from her -Ma- 
ſer; Yea, Saran himſelfe ſomc-| 
ſome recciues notice from | God 
of his future ations ; which clic 
har: cuill Spiric could neither 


foretel!, 
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foretell, nor foreſee. Theſe kinds 
of gracesareboth rarc, and com- 

mona ; rare, .in_that they are (cl. 
dome giuen to any ; common, in 
char they are indiffcrently giuen 
ro the ewill, and to the good; A 


lumination. | - 

Whether our of .cnuy, to heare 
[that ſaid by the:.Secr of Tuda, 
which he cither knew not or ſmo- 
thered; to heare that done by an- 
| other, which he could not hauc 
effected, and-could not chooſe 
but admire ; or: whether our of 
deſfireto maketriall of the fideli- 
tic of ſo,powerfull a Mcſſenger, 
the old Propher haſtens to ouer- 
take, to recall-that/man' of God, 
who had ſo; deficd his Berhel; 

whom he findes ſitting faint and! 


lictle holinefſe is worth much il-| 


— 


weary. 


DIR OY rr rr rn r—__—_— 
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weary vnderan Oake,inthe way 
taking rhe berefir Fe: that ſhade 
which he hated to receiue from 
thoſe contagious -grouecs: that hee | 
| had left behind- him; His habit | 
eaſily bewrayced him; ca man of 
his owne trade: ncither doth his 
rongue ſpare to profeſſe himlſelfe. 
The 61d Propher of Bethel invites | 
him\to'a rerurne, to arepalt : and| 
is anſwered with the ſame words, | 
wherewith Ieroboams offer was re-| 
pelled;; The'man of God yarics | 
nota'{yllable from his meſſage: 
[r concernes vsto take good heed 
of our charge, when we: goc on 
Gods errand. A'denialldoth-bur 
inuiterche imporrunate; . What hce | 
cantiot doc:by-increatic; the old 
manttics'ro doc by perfwaſion; 7 


a alſo az thou art;and an 
Angell 


” . _ 
. © 


| — 


ee 


|} 
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% 
. 
= 
% 


a EO mo__ —_—  —  — _— 


L1B. 18]  Tio:CodkegDropiee. 69 | 


| Angell fbake to me, by the word 
_ | the Lord, ſaying ; Bring him backe| 
with thee into t ns houſe, that he. | 
may eat bread, and drinke water ; | 
| There is no Tentation ſo dange- 
rous, as that which comes ſhrou- 
ded yndera vaileof holineſſe, and 
warrry authoritic from God 
imſclfe; Teroboam threatens, the 
Prophet! ttands vndauntcd ; Jero- 
boam fawncs, and promiſes. ; the 
| Prophet holds conſtant ; now 
| comes. a'/gray-hcaded Seer, and 
| pleads: a; counter-meſſage from 
God, fro Prophet: ycelds, and| 
tra ofgreſſes. Saran .may- affright 
vs as a fiend, but he ſeduces vs as 
an Angell of light... 
Who would: hauc look't. fora 
Licr vnder hoarje-haires, andian| , | 
Nel mantle? : who: would nox | 
auc 


| 
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hauc truſted that grauity, when 
there-was no colour of any gaine 
inthe vatturh > Nothing is ſo apr 


ces,as the ſweeteft words. Wecan- 
nor:erre if wee belecue [nor the 
ſpeech forthe perſon, but theper- 
ſon for the ſpeech ;' Well might 


man, a Prophet, an old Prophet, 
will-not (ſure) bely God yato a 


chis man gaine by this match, bur 
the:carertaincment of an vnpro- 
firable«. gueſt ; 'Perhaps ' though 
God would nor allow meto feaſt 
with Teroboamn, yet, pitying - my 
faincneſſe, he may allowmetocar 
| wichia Propher'y; Perhaps now 
chat I hauc approucd my: fidelity 

in 


rodeceiueas. the faireſt ſemblan- 


chis man of God thinke, Anaged 


Prophet; No man will forgealic, | 
burfor an aduantage ; Whar,can | 


— — 


—_—l— 


A— A 


| gratious' releaſe ' of that» tric 
| charge; Why ſhould I chinkechat 
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in ofa ng the: bread of Bethel, 
pa 3 al good to {end.mee a, 


Gods reuclations arc not as frec 
co Orhers, as to me? and 1t this 
Prophet haue receiued a counter- 
mand from an Angell of , God, 
how:thall I nor diſobey God, it I 
docnottollowhim? 

 Vpon this ground heh 


| with his decertfull hoſt,and when | 


the meat was now in his mourh; 
receiues the true meſſage of dearh, 
from the ſame lips ns: brought 


himefalle meſſage of his inui. 
ration; [Thus ſaith che Lord, for 


as much as thou chaſt diſobeyed- the 


the commandement of the Lord thy 
God, but cameſs backe:and haſt eaten 


mouth of the Lord,and haſt not kept | 


LA 


Li a 


| | A — bread, 


| 
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bread, and drunke water in the place =] 


forbidden thee, thy carkaſſe ſhall not 
 cometo the Sepulcher of thy fathers. 


Oh wofull Prophet, when hee 
lookes on his hoſt he ſees his: exc- 


| cutioner, whiles heis feeding of 


| God, the other'related mediatly 
by: man; One the Prophet was | 


his body, hee heares of his car- 
kaſle; atthe table, he heares of his 
denied Sepulcher; and all chis;for 


den as from God;' The violation | 
of rhe leaſt charge of a God is 
 mortall ; No pretences cat wat- 
rantche tranſgreftion of a diuinc 


was, recciued. immediatly from 


cating and drinking where he was | 


forbidden by God, though bid-| 


command : A. word fronrGod is | 
pleaded on both: ſides; The one| 


— 


——— 


ſureof, the other was queſtiona- 


ble.| 


of 
— 


Up 


—— A... —— lt. 


| 


a AD. 


change countenance at this (harp | 


non meet 
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ble; Aſie word of God may not 
be left for an vncertaine; An ex- 
|preſle chargeof the Almighty ad- 
micreth not of any checke : His 
will is but one, as hitmſelfe is; and 
therefote is out of the danger of 


contradiction. 
Me thinks I ſee the man of God 


ſauce of his pleaſtng morſcls ; his 
face before hand is died with the| 


paleneſſe of death ; me thinkesT| 
acarc him vrging matiy vakinde| 
expoltularions with his iniurious| 
hoſt; who yer diſmiſſes him ber- 
ter provided for the'eaſe of ' his 
tourney, than he found him. Per-| 
haps, this officiouſneſſe was our| 
of deſite to make' ſoine amefds| 


| for Is lat& ſcducerficnt. It is a | 


pooretecompence When hbehath | 


_F2 _be-! 


” 
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betrayed the life, and wronged 


| Icfſe hee was afraid to bee inwrap- 
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theſoule, rocalt ſome. curteſics 
vpon the body. | 

' This old Berhelirc that had ta. 
ako paincsto! come and fetch the 
manof God into {1nne, will nor 
now goc backe with his 0 AC- 
company his departure ; Doubt- 


tt 


pep inthe judgement, which hee 
ſavy hanged.ouer that obnoxious 
head; Thus the miſchicuous 
guides of wickednes Icaue a man, 
when they hauc led him to his 
bane; as Eniliae Deuils forſake 
their witches, when they hauc: 
brought them onceinto fetters, 
The man,of God. returncs a-: 
"Teak carefull(nodoubr) and pen- 
ſue for his offence, when a a 


out of, the wood meets him, af- 
| faulrs 


—_—————— 
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fades bien kills him ; Oh heiult 
and ſeuere indgements of che Al- 


| 1nto the high way, to bee: the exe- 
cutioner of his offending ſeruant : 

Doubtleſſe rhis Propher was a 
man of great holineſſe, of {ingu- 


ſage of defiance to Teroboam,King 
| of Iſrael, in the midit of all: has 
royall magnificence; yer now, 


RtanceofGods command(though 
vpon the ſuggeſtion of: a-diuinc 
-warrant)\beis giuenfora preyro 


{far from excuſing our fih, that it 
| Aggrauares it;Of all, others che-ſin 


[ofa Prophet ſhall norpaſſe vore- 
uenged. F-3 


mighty, who harh- brought this 
herce beaſt out of his wild ranges; | 


{lar fidelity, elſe he dutſt nor hauc | 
beene Gods Herald co carry a mel- 


the Lion:Our anddftin Got is fo. 


tor varying from but a circum-| 


| 


The, 


. : KV 
| bY 
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'':Thevery wild beaſts are led by 
a prouidence ; Their wiſe and 
| powerfull Creatar knows how to 
| ſeruc himſclfe: of them + The Li- 
ons guard oneProphex, kill ano- 
| ther, according to the commul- | 
ſion receiued from their Maker -| 
| Whar f1anerican hope to eſcape 
 ynpuniſhed, when cuery creature 
| of God is ready to be anauenger 
of cuill >) The beaſts of the field | 
were made to ſcrue vs; weto ſcruc 
[our Creator; When wee forſake 
| our homageto him that made vs, | 
iris no marnel]-3f the bcaſts for- 
get their duty to: vs, | and deale 
with | vs:2not: as Maſters, bur | 
| -asrebclzr;: /When an holy man | 
| buyecs 1a rdearely ſuch a a: 
} frailry, *of cal] credulous - milta- | 
1 | king, "'whar- ſhall -become of | 


Our 


— 


ce... 


——_—_—— 


-ſinnes? 


| life was forfeited for example, his 


| kafſe was lcfi though torne, yet 


[if God had faid ; I will onely 
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our-hainous and preſumpruous | 

I cannot thinke bur this Pro- 
pher died in the fauour of God, 
tho by the teeth of the Lion ; His 


ſoule was ſafe; Yea his very car- 


faircafterchoſe deadly grafpes ; as 


cake thy breath from. thee, as the 
penalty of thy diſobedience, a 
Lion ſhall doe thar which an apo- 


plexic, orfeucr might doe ; I owe 


thee no furcher reuenge than may 


! - Bacoh the voſcarchable vaics | 


| 


be ſatisfied with thy bloud. 

Violent cuents doe not alwaics | 
argue the anger of God ; Eucn| 
death itſelfe is, to his.ſcruants, a 


fatherly caltigarion. \ - 


F A. of 
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of vE Almighty !:The man'ot 
God ſinnes, and dies ſpeedily ; the 
lying Prophet that ſeduced him 
{urutucs'; Yea wicked Teroboam| 
enioyes his Idolatry, and tread: 
vpon the ;graue of his reprouer : 
There is neither fauour in the de- 
lay of ſtripes, nor diſpleaſure in| 
| the haſte ; Rather whom God 
loues, he chaltiſes, as ſharply, ſo 
ſpecdily-; ; whiles the rell proſper 
ro condemnation :Euen the-rod 
| of a loving father may draw 
| bloud ; How much happicr is it 
| for vs har we die now to liue for 
| cuer ; thanthar we liue a while, to. 
| diecuer? | 
| 

| 

| 

| 

| 


td. 
—— 


Had this Lion ſet ypon the "We: 
pherfor hunger, why did he-nox | 
| deuoure as well asfill/hium 2: Why 
| did hee not rather kill che bealt, 


than 


— 
_— a. th. A — 
* - s 
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cthantheman? ſince we know the] 
nature of the Lion ſuch, that he| | 
is not wont to 2flaile man, ſaue in 
[che extreme want of other prey. 
Certainely the ſame power that] 
imployed thoſe fangs, reſtrained 
{chem ; thar the world might ſee, it 
was not appetite that prouoked 
the bealt tothis violence, butthe| 
oucr-ruling command of God; E-| 
uen{o,0 Lord,thy powerful hand 
is ouer that roaring Lion; that 
goes avout continually , ſeeking 
whom he may deuoure :. thine} 
hand with-holdshim,thatthough 
he may ſhcd the bloodof thine | 
lc, [yer hee- cannot hurt: their 
ſoules;; and whileshe doth thoſe 
things:which thoupermitceſt,and 
ordereſt to thy 1nlt'cnds; yet he 
cannot'doe lefſer things , which| - |. 
$357! he. | 
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he defireth, and ton permitreſt 
not. 
The fierce beaſt ſtands by the 


carkaflc, as, to auow his owne 


act, and to tell who ſcat him; ſo] 


to-preſcrue that body , which he 
hath ſlaine; Oh wonderfull work 


of God, the Exccutioner is turn'd 
Guardian ; and (as the Officer of 


| creatures to ſtand aloofe from his 
charge: and commands the feare- 
[full Aſſe, that brought this bur- 
then thither , not to ſtirre thence, 
bur ſtand ready prelt, to recarrie it 


| he hath ſufficiently witneſſed to 


the higheſt) commandsall other | 


rothe Sepulcher: And now,whea | 


_ — — 
. 


—— 
- 


| 


al 


| 


| guclt had threatned ro. I/ael.; | 


| dome of God to cxpreſſe and ju- 
| ſtifie himſelfeencn by the rongues | 


{he hath ſo much faich and cou- 
rage, as to fetch that carkaſſefrom 
[the Lyon ; ſo much pictic and] 
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that old Propher ; who. was no 
lefſe guiltic of this blood than 
himſclfc. | 
This old Seducer hath ſo much 
Truth , as both to giue a right] 
Commentaric vpon Gods inten- 
tion, in this act, for rhe terrour of 
the diſabedicnt , and- ro giue his 
voycetothe certainticof that fu- 


rure iudgement , which his late 


— 


(fometimes it pleaſed the wiſe- 


— 


of faultic Inſtruments. ) Withall, 


wt 


compathon, as ro weepe- for the 
man of God, to interre him in his 
owne Sepulcher ;{o much lone,as 


[0 
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to wiſh himclfe toyned in death, 
{to that bodic, which he had haſte- 
| ned vnto death ; [tis hard to finde 

a man abſolurely wicked ; Some 
grace will bewray it ſelfc in the | 


moſt forſaken breaſts. 


Itis a cruell courtelie to kill a 
man, and then to help him to his 
ue; to betray a man with our 
reath , and then to bedew him 
with our teares; The Prophet had. 
[needed no ſel friend, i hee had 
| -not mer with ſuch an enemy ; 


| ' The mercies of the wicked 
| are cruell. 


—_— 
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| | 
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Fx is no UL 
: 7 FE = Gods fauour by the 
A line of outward 
=# welfare; Teroboam 
þ S the idolatrous viur- 
per of Iiracl pet berter, than 
che true heires of Dauid ; He liues 
[ro ſee three ſucceſlions in the 
| Throne of. Iuda ; Thus the Iuy 
liues, when the Oake is dead. Yet, 
Zould notthar mil- -COLLGN CLOWN, 
| of his keepe his head alwaics from: 
| ackng ; : Hee hath his croſſes roo: 


| God whips ſometimes more than 
his 


— 
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his owne; His cacmics ſmart from 
| him, as well as his children ; his 
| children in loue, his enemics in 
| iudgement; Not f{1mply the rod 
argues loue, but the temper of the | 
hand, that weelds it, and the back | 
that feeles it: Firſl Teroboams hand 
| was [triken, now his Sonne ; Abi- 
[jab the eldeſt, the beſt ſonne of Te- 
[roboam, is ſmicten with {ickneſls; 
As children are bur the pecces of 
| their Parents in another skianc,ſo 
Parentsarenoleſſe ſtriken in their 
children, than in their naturall| 
lims, Teroboamdothnor mote feele 
his arme, than his ſonne ; Not| 
4 wicked men onely,but beaſts may 
have natarall affeftions : Tt is no 
chanke to any creature, toloue his 
owne. Fane Eff 
Nature wrought in. Teroboam, | 
no| 


| 


— 
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no grace; He is enough troubled 
with his ſonnes diſgrace, no 
| whit bettered; I would haucheard 
him ſay ; God followes me with 
his afflitions; it is for mine im- 


| pictic ; what other meaſure can[ 


expect from his Iuſticc 2 Whiles 
mine Idols {tand, howcanlT look 


Q. God turne thou from thy 
wrath ; Theſe thoughts were too 


good for that obdured heart ; His 
ſonneis ſicke, hee is ſorrowtull; 


|bur'(as an amazed man ſcekes to 


'goc forth at the wrong doore.) 


his diſtraction ſends him to a 


he thinkes of his Prophet: Hee 


thinkes of the. Prophet-that had} 
forerold him he ſhould bea King; | 
he | 


that my houſe ſhould proſper 2 I| 
| will rurne from my wickednefſle, 


falſe help: He thinks notot God, | 


—_—— 


imme. 4 
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| hethinkes not of the Godof OW 


[Prophet who made him a King ; 
[c is the propertic of a carnall/| 
heart to confine both his Obliga- 
tions, and his hopes tothe means, 
neglecting the Authour of good. | 
Vaine is the reſpect that is giuen | 
| co the ſeruant, where the Malter | 


[is conremned. 


Extremitie drawes Lroboams 
choughts co the Propher.; whom 
elſe he had not cared to remem-! 


ber. -The King of Iſrael had Di-| 


[uines cnovv of his owne; Elſe, he 
mult needs haue thougat them 


| miſerable; Gods that were nor. 
|worth:a Propher'; And beſides, | 


there was an old /Propher ( if. be 


| yer{uruiued ) dwelling within the | 
|{moake of his Palace; whoſe vi- 


ſions had beene roo well appro- 
ue; 


_ comms. 
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ad ; why would Eroboam ſend l 
barre ro an Ahyah? | 


| choſe baſe Pricits of his high pla. 


——_ —— 


[owne making ; His cunſcience 


man, whoſe doctrine he had for- 


pon_— 4 Ot - 


—._ . —_—— 


'nour ; and inwardly honoured 
chem, whom' he proteflcd wo de- 
|{piſe? Wicked breaſts are falſe to 
chemſclues ; ; ncichet rrufting ro | 
theit. owne: clioice, nor: "making | 


choice of that, which they. may. 


— 


In 


face vpon their ſecret] y-vbplea- 


' Cerrainely,, his heart deſpiſed 


| ces; neither could truſt cither C } 


che gods, or the Clergie of hi: | 
reſts vpon the fidelitie of thar| 
tlaken ; How did this Idolarter | 
ſtrive againſt his owne hearr, | 


 whiles hee inwardly. delpited | 
thoſe, whom he proteſſed'to ho-| 


daretotrult, Thiey will {cta good| 
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| fiag {inncs, and had rather bee 
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{elte-condemned, "than wiſe and 
| pcnirent : As for that old Seer, itis 
like Teroboam knew his skill, bur 
| doubtcd of his fiacerity;thar man 
| was too much his neighbour to 


be good ; Ahyahs truth had beene 
[cried ina caſe of his 'owne; Hee 
' whoſe word was found uſt inthe 
prediction of his kingdome, was 
well worthy of credit in the 
| newes of his fonne Experienceis. 


[2 great encouragement of our| 
truſt ; Ir isa good matter to bee| 
faithfull ; this loadſtone of our fi- 
delity fhall draw to vs cucn hearts 
of iron, and hold them to our rc- 
liance : As contrarily deceit doth 
| both argue,and makea bankrupr; 
who can truſt where he is diſap- 
pointed? O God, fo ofr, ſo cucr, 

haue 


———— 


” 


4 


| weare worthy of our loſlc, wor- 
cy of thy delertioris. | 


| isguilry of this meſſage, and nor 
ers, not for the benedidtion of 


formarion of the cuent. He well | 


——— 
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hauc we found thee trucin all chy 
promiſcs,in all thy performances, 
that if we doc not ſceke thee, if we 
doe not truſt thee in tlie ſequell, 


wt. 


Yer doe not ſec that Teroboam 
ſends to the Prophet for his aid, 
burfor his intelligence; Curioſity 


denorion; hecalls nortorthe prai- 


— —_ AE AR 


that holy man, but for meere in- 


ſaw what the prayers of a Pro- 
:-phetcould doc; That which cu- 
red his hand, might it not haue| 


cured his ſonne 2 Yet hethart ſaid| 
ro a man of God, Intreat the face 
of the Lordthy God, that hee may 
reſtore my hand ; ſaics not now, 1n 
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| his mcfſage to 4byah, Intreat thy. 
| | God to reltorc my SOnne : S$znac 
makes fuch a trangeneſſe berwixi 
God and man, that the guilty 
| heartcither thinks nor of ſuing ro: 
| God, or feares it;; What a poore. 
contentment it was to forcknow 
| chat euill which hee could not a- 
| aoid, and whoſe notice could but 
| haſten his miſery 2 Yer, thus fond 
[is our reſtleſſe curioliry, that it. 
| ſcckes caſe in the drawing on. of 
| corment ; Heis worthy of ſorrow 
that will not ſtay till ir comes to 
him, but gocs to fetch ir. 92ill 
Whom doth Teroboam ſend on 
this meflage, but his wifc, and 
| how, bur diſguiſed? Why her, 
and why thus ? Neither durlt he 
| cruſt chiserrand with another,nor 


| with her in her owne forme : Ir 
4 wok. 
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Was: a {eceert that ITeroboam lends 
toa Propher of God ; none mughr 
know it, but his owne;/boſome, | 
and ſhe tharlay in it; if this had | 
 becne noiſed-in Iſrael, the exam- 

ple had beene dangerous z Who 

would nor-haue ſaid, "The King 

is glad to leaue his counterfeit dei- 
ties, and ſecke ro the true;, Why 
ſhould we adhere to them whom 
he forſakes ? As the meſſage muſt 
not beknowne to the people ;, lo 
ſhee. that beatcs it mult not bee 
knownetothe Propher,hexname,' 
her habit muſt;bee-chapged ;-{hee 
muſtpur off her robes, and put on 
| a rufſer coat ;: ſhe mult put off che 
| Quecene, and-put.on the-peaſapr.;! 
[in-ftcad of her; Sceptcr,.{be muſt 
rake ypa basket,andigoeamasked 


| 


pilgrimage./ to, .Shilob ;,, Oh the 


—— 


G3 fond-! 
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| | 
fondnes of vaine men that thinke 
ro juggle with the Almighty, and 
to hide their counſells from that 
| all-ſccing e1e !If this change of ha- 
bit were neceſſary at Bethel, yer 
what needs it at Shiloh; though 
ſhe would hide her face fron her 
ſubieCts, yet yy would ſhe nor 
ull oft her muffier, and ſhew hee | 

| {cIfe to'the Prophet? Certainly, | 
| what policy began, guiltinefle 
mult continue ; Well might ſhee 
| chinke, there can be no good an- 
{wer expected of the wife of Jero- 

| boam ; my preſence will doc no| | 
leſſe, than ſolicit a reproofe; No 


— p— 


G__ 


Prophet can ſpeake well ro'the 
| |confortof a founder of Idolatry, 
I may perhaps heare good asano- 
ther, though as: my ſelfe I-can 
| looke fornothing,” but dingy of 
! CUL ; 
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euill; Wicked hcarts know they 


thercfore they doc all they can = 
auoid thecies of his diſplcaſcd iu- 
ſtice, and if they cannot doc it by 


colours of diſhmulacion, they| 


will docit by imploration ofſhel- 
ter”; they ſhall ſay to: the ny 
FRE $01 RAN | 

Bur oh the groſlc folly mixt 
with the craft of ered o7] 


could Jeroboam thinke that the 
Prophet could know thecuent of 


his: ſonnes .diſcaſe, and did hee} 


thinkethat-hee could not know 

the diſguiſe of his Wife? the onc 
| was preſcnt, the other future; this 
| face was but wrapt vp in a clout, | 
|chat.cucnt was wrapt vp in che 
ounſell of God ; Yet this poltr 
%a head preſumes thatthegrea-' 


deſerue ill at Gods hands, and | 


| 


G 4 ter. | 
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| the times, was retired ro.a ſolitary 


| ſhee offcred iewels, or'og oold, Any 


ee th 


| leſſer ſhall-be hid ; There was ne+ 


fatuateandin nothingimorethan 


cell, laden with preſents zpreſcats, 
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ucr wicked: manthat was norin- 


inthoſe things wherein he huped 
molt to tranſcend the reach: of 
others. 


Abyah ſhunning -ibbiniguicg of 


and. ATE” 


cornerpf Shiloh; no place could 
betoo priuate | for an honelt Pro- | 
phcr, inifocxtreme depraucdniſſe; 
Yetcuem here: doth the King of 
[fracltake notice of his reclution, 
andſends his Wife-ro that-poore; 


A 


his diſſembled their bearer ::had 


greatneffe had beene luſpected; | 
now ſhe brings loaues,andcrack- 


nels, and honic, her hand anſwers 
— her 


_ 
ro 28. Teraboams Wife. HEELS 
her betks She giucs 


2s fhoſockifes 
'notas {he is: Somerkivgy {themuſt]: 
ginte; cucn'when ſhe acts the RE | 
'reliclicnr. | 
'The Prophets of God were not | 
| wontto haue empry wviſitations; | 
they who hated bribes,yerrefuſed| 
| not tokens of gratirude ;.Yea'the 
God oft heauen who neitherneeds | 
ourigaods, 'noris capable of our 
gratificationsy' yer wouldihaucno 
| man-to come tro-him, gift-lefſe; 
{Woetorthoſe {acrilegious bands, 
|thar:in;ead of bringing to/he! | 
| Paoptien carry from chem.» -il} 

|. - Teroboam was a:\bad man; yet, 
AS hehada rowardly ſonne, for he 
had anobedicat wite: cl{c ſhehad 
not wanted excuſes ro rutne off 


|-both cheiourncy, andthe diſguiſe; 
hw ig ſhe/had et 
ded EE 
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ded the vabeſcemingneſle for her | 
perſon and ſtate; againſt che jour- 
ney, the pcrills of Jo long and ſo- 
litary a walke ; perhaps a Lion 
might beein the way ; the Lion 
that tare the Prophet in peeces ; 
perhaps robbers; or if not they, 
perhaps herchaſtiry might bein 
danger ; an vnguarded folitarincs 
in the weaker ſex might be apro- 
uocationto ſome forced vnclean- 
nefſe: ſhe caſts off all theſe ſhit- 
ting proicctions of fearc; accot= 
dingto the will of her husband, 
ſhe changes her raymenr, ſhe ſcts 
{ vypon the iourncy,and oucrcomes 
it: What nceded this diſguiſe to; 
{an old Prophetwhoſedimme cics 
| were {er with agc 2 Allclothes, all 
| faces werealike. toa'blinde Scer ; 
| The viſions of: Ahjab were in- 
ward, | 
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ward, neither was his bodily {ighc 


| minde were cleare, and. piercing ; 
It was not the common light of 
men whereby he ſaw, but duwine 
1llamination;thingsabſenc,things 
| furure were no lefle obuious to 
p 
choſe Os beames, than pre- 
{cnt things are to vs ; Ere the 


morc duskie, than the cics of his | 


nickeeics of that great Lady can 
and ſo ſaone as: hee heares the 


him the ſound of her name, Come 
in thou Wife af Teroboam ; How 
God laughes in heauen ar the fri- 


ans, and when they thinkerhem- 
ſelues: moſt ſure, fſhames; them 
with: a_deteftion, with a defeat ? 

What an idleneſle it is for fooliſh 


| Hiern him, he bath eſpied her ; | 


ſound: of her fcer, ſhe heares from | 


uolois:ferches of: craftic polirici- 
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Hypocrites to -hope they. .can 
dancein anet vnſccne of heauen 2 
| Neuer before was this Queene 
troubled to heare of her felfc; 
now ſheis; her very nameſtruck 
her with aſtoniſhment ; and pre- 
pares her for the afſured horror ot | 
following iudgements, [ans ſent | 
| zo thee With heaute tidings ;' Goe tell 
Teroboam ; Thus ſaith the Lord God 
of Iſrael. Could this Lady: lcſfe 
| | wonderat the mercy of this ſtile 
of God, :than tremble at the: ſe-| 
quell of his juſtice? Loe 1{racl had 
forſaken God, yer God {till ownes 
| Iſrael, Iſracl had gonea whoring, 
| yet God hach nor diuorced: her; 
| Ohthe infiniregoodnefie:of our 
| | long: {ufferin [24 God, whonrv: our 
| fouleſt ſinnes cannotrobbe of his 


| compaſſions.- fr, otbineaccd't 
| BY 


| | 
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By how much dearer I{racl waz 
ro God, ſo much more odious is 
| Teroboam that bath marred 1ſracl , 

Terrible is: that vengeance which 
| God thunders againlt him by-his 
| Propher ; wholc-paſlionate mel- 
| ſage vpbraids him with his pro- 
| motions, chargeth him with-his| 
| ſinnes, and laſtly denounceth his 
judgements; No mouth was fit- 
ter rocaft rhis royalty in thereeth 
| of Teroboam, than that, by which 
[it was firſt forerold, fore-promi- 
ſed; Euery circumſtance of thead- 
uancement aggrauates the finne , 
| Texalted thee; Thou couldſ(t not 
riſerohonouralone. I exalted thee | 
from-among the people ; nor trom 
the Peeres, ;\ thy ranke was but 
-|common, before this riſe; Texal- | 
; thee from among the people, to | 
L 


l 
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be a Prince ; ſubordinate height 
| was not enough forthee, no cat 
would ſeruethee bura throne;7ea, 
tobe a Prince of my people Iſrael ; 
No Nation was for thee, but my 
choſcn one; none but my royal! 
inherirance; Neither did I raiſc 
thee into a vacant throne; a for- 
lorne and forſaken principality 
might be thanklefle; but 7 rent 
the kingdoms away from another, 

r thy ſake, yea from what other 
bur the grand childe of Dauid? 


Scepter,to giue it into thine : Oh, 
what high fauours doth God 
ſomerimes caſt away ypon vn- 


out of his hands did 1 wreſt the| 


worthy ſubic&s? How doe his 


abuſcd bountics double boththeir 
{inne, and judgement? | 
The ſ{innes of this Prince were 


no 
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no lefſe eminent rhan his obligari- 
ons, therefore his iudgements 
thall be no lefle eminent than his 
finnes : How bitterly doth God 
expreſſe thar, which ſhall bemore 
|| bitrerinthe execution; Behold; -T| 
will bring euill ypon the houſe of Ic- 
roboam, and will cut off 


ff from Jero- | 
boam, him that piſſeth againſt the 
wall ; and him that 1 but vp, and 
left in Iſrael, and will take away the 
remnant of the houſe of Teroboam,as 
a man taketh away dung, till it be all 
gone ; Him that dieth of Teroboam 
in the city ſhall the dogseat, and him 
that dieth in the field, ſhall the fowles 
of the aire eat ; Oh hcauy load that 
this diſguiſed Princedle mult carry 
to . her Husband ; but becaulc 
theſe cuills, though gricuous, yer 
might be-remore; therefore for a 
preſcnr 
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preſent hanſell of vengeance; ſhe, 
is diſmiſſed with the lad' tidings: 
of the death of her ſonne ; When! 
thy feet enter into the citiz;the childe\| 
|/bail die ; 1c is heauy newes tor a;| 
morher that thee muit; lecſe her} 
ſonne, but worle yet that ſhe. may | 
not.ſeehim; Inthete cafes of ..our 
| finall deparcares, our., prelence/| 
giues ſome mitigation. . to 'our | 
griefe : might the bur haue cloſed | 
the cics, and hauereceiued the laſt | 
[breath of her. dying ſonne; the 
lofſc had beene more tolerable; 1'] 
| know not how our pcrſonall farc- 
well caſcs our heart, cuen whiles 
it increaſes vur paſtion ; but now 
{he ſhall no more ſee, nor beſcene 
[of her Abyah ; Shefhall no-ſooner 
be inthecity, chan -he ſhall be:our 

of the world: Yermore;o FR 
er 
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her ſorrow, ſhee heares- that in 
him alone thete is found ſome 
good; the reſt of her iſſue; are 
vraceleſſe ; (hee muſt "leeſe the 


good, and hold the oracelclle; he 
(hall die to aflict her, they (hall 
liuerto afHict her. 

Yet what a mixture is here of ſe- 


| ueriry and fauour in one act > fa- 


aour to the ſonne, ſcuerity ro the 
facher ; Seucrity to the father, thar 


he niult leeſe ſuch a ſonne : fauor 


to the ſonne that he ſhall be taken 
wicked, and thereforche ſhall not 
enioy an Abjah; Abjjah hath ſotne 


deprauation of Teroboam : Some- 
times God'ſtrikes in- fauour, bur 
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from ſuch a farher; Teroboam is 


good things, therefore he ſhall be | 


remoucd from the danger of thc 
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rity: The belt are fitteſt for hea- 


\uen ; the carth is fitreſt for the | 


worſt; this is the region of {inne, 
| and miſery, that of immorralicy; 
| It is no argument of dil-fauourto 
be taken carly from a well led life; 
as not of approbation to age in 


{1nne. 

As the ſoulc of Abyah is fauo- 
red in the remouall ; ſo is his bo- 
dy witha buriall; he ſhall hauc a- 
lone both teares and tombe; all 
the reſt of his brethren ſhall hauc 
no graue but dogs and fowles; 
no ſorrow but for their life; Tho 


checarkaſſebee inſenſible of any 


| poſition, yer honeſt Sepulcure is a 


bleſſing ; Ir is fit the body thould 
| beducly reſpected oncarth, whoſe 
| ſoulcis glorious in heaucn, 

Aſa. 
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He rwo houſes of 
| LEE Iuda, and l[lfrael 
IL] grow vp now to- 


KIN 


| 


> 
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" OUS riuality ; this 


ucrally,as ifit had forgotren that 
eucr it was ioyned in the root; 
The throne of Dawid oft chan- 
gerh the poſſeſſors ; and more 


Ya RW. . "EY 
| B38 gether in an ambiri- | 


ſplicred plant branches our fo {cf 


 complaineth of their iniquity, 
than their remoue; Abyam inhe- 


| rits-the {ins of his father Rehobo- 


| am,no leſſe than his Crowne; and 


H 2 
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ſo ſpends his three yeares, as if he 
had beene-no whit of kinne to 


his grandfatkers vertues. Itis no 


newes that Grace is not traduced, 
whiles vice is : Therefore is his 
rcigne ſhort becauſe ir was wic- 
ked; It was a fad calc when both 
[che Kings of Iudah and Lfrae! 
| (rbough enemies } yet conſpired 
in f1ane; Rehoboam (like his Ether EN 
Salomon ) began gracioufly, but 
fell ro Idolarry ;as he followed his 
father, ſo his ſonne, ſo his people | | 

followed him. Oh, what a face of | 
aChurch was heere, when [frac] 
worſhipped Teroboams calues, 
when Tudah builtthem high pla- 
| ces, and Images, and groucs on c- 
| ucry high hill, and vnder cucry 
greene tree; On both hands God | | 
is forſaken, his Temple IG 
g 
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his worſhip adultcrate; and this, 
not for ſome ſhort brunt, bur du- 
ring the ſucceſſion of two Kings; 
For, after the firſt rhree yeeres Re- 
hoboam changed his fathers religi- 
on (as his ſheilds) from gold ro | 
braſle ; the reſt of his ſeuentcene 
yeeres were led in impiety ; His 
Sonne Abjamtrod in the ſame mi- 
rie ſteps ; and Tudah with them 
both; If there were any (doubt- 
leſſe there were ſome) fairhfull 
hearts, yer remaining in both. 
kingdomes, during theſe heauy 
times, What a .coraſtue it mult 
needs haue beene to them, to {ce 
ſo deplored, and miſcrable a de- 
prauation ? 

There was no viſible Church 
vpon carth, bur hecre; and this 
whata one? Oh God, how low. 
E7H-q dot 
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| rcforme Tudah:The gloomy times 


| ked, boch [dolatrous ; God would. 
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doſt chou ſometimes ſuffer ing 
| owne flocke ro be driucn > Whar 
wofull wanes, and cclipſcs haſt 
thou ordaind for this hcauenly 
body 2 Yer ar laſt,an 4/athall ariſc 
from the loines, from the grauc of 
Abyam, ; he ſhall reuiue Dauid and 
of corruption ſhall not laſt al- 
' waics ; The light of truth and 
peace {hall ar length breake out, 
| and blefle the ſad hearts of the 
| righteous. 

Tes is a wonder how Al thould 
| be good ; of the ſeed of 4byjam,ot 
the ſoyle of Maachab ; bo, WiCc- 


have vs ſec thatgraceis from hea- 
'uen, neither nceds the helpes of 
theſe earthly conueyances:Should | 
not the children of good parents 


Or CEE 


_ CC 
= 


Ro 


ns. 


| : ſome 


ms —— — —_—— —_ 
————— ._—_— = <_—— CO EEE _ — RE ———. 


—_— 


L1s.18. Aſa. 


ſometimes becuill, and the chil- 


dren of cuill parents, good, vertuc 
would ſeeme natural, and thegt-| 


'uer would leeſe his thankes: 


Thus we haue ſcenca faire lower 


ſpring our.of dung ; and a well. 
ſruited tree riſe out of a ſowre 


{tocke; Education hath no lefle 
powerto corrupt, than nature; Ir 


is therefore the jult praiſe of 4/z| 


| chat being trained vp vader an l- 


dolatrous Maachah,he maintained 


his piety ; As contrarily, it is a 
thame for thoſe that haue becne 
bred vp in the precepts and ex 
amples of yertuc and godlineſle, 
to fall oft ro lewdneſle, or ſuper- 
{ticion; There are fourcprincipall 
monuments of Aſazs vertue, as {o 
| many rich ſtones in his Diadem : 

blee rooke away Sodomic, and 
H 4 
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Idols, out of Tudah ; Who can- 
not melee more "iS he found 
chem there, than that he remoued 
them 2 W bur a ſtrangeincongrui- 
tic is this; Sedombr In lerufalem ; 
Idols in SITY Surely debauched 
profeſſionproues ps Jmes Admit 
the Idols, ye cannor doubr of the 


——— x pI —_ — — C- 


| Sodomy ; If they hauc changed 
| the glory of the vncorruprtible 


God, into an Image, madcliketo 
corruptible man,and to birds,and 
foure-foored beaſts and creeping 


things, it 15 NO ncenclt if God oc 


them vpto identi through 
the luſts of their owne hearts, to 
diſhonour their owne bodics, be- 
rwcene themſclues ; It they chan- 
oed the rruth of God into a he, 
and worſhipped and {erued the 


creature more than the Creator, 


who 
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VP is bleſſed for cuer, no mar- 
ucll, if God giuc them to vile af- 
fetions; to change the natural 
'vic into thai which, is againſt na- 
ture; burning in luſt one towards 
ki men with men working 
that wha is vaſcemely. 
Contrarily,admit the Sodomy, 
ye cannot duubt of the Idols; vn- 
naturall beaſtlineſſe in manners, | - 
[isiuſtly puniſhed withaſorriſhdo- 
| tage in religion ; bodily ypollurion 
with ſpiricuall ; How ſhould the 
foule care to be chaſte, that keeps 
a ſtewes in the body > Aſa begins | 
with the baniſhment of both; 
ſcouring Indah of this double vn- 
iclenmmatiia In vaine fhould hee 
| hauc hoped to reſtore God to his 
Kingdoms, whiles theſe abomi- | 
nations inhabited it; Ic is juſtly | 
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the maine care of worthy, and re- 
ligious Princes, to clearc their 
Coaſts of the fouleſt finnes; Oh 
the vapartiall zeale of 4a; There 
were Idols that challenged a pre- 
rogatiue of fauour; theIdols that 
his father had made ; all rheſe he 
defaces; the name ofa father can- 
not protect an Idoll : Thedurtie to | 
his Parent cannot win him to a li- 
king, toa forbcarance of his mil- 
deuotion ; Yea, ſo much themore| 
| doth the heart of 4a riſc againſt 
theſe puppets, for that they were 
| the Ge the ſhame of his father: 
|Did there want (thinke we) ſome 
_ |Courtier of his Fathers retinue, 
[to ſay ; Sir, fauour che memorieof 
him that begot you; you cannot 
demoliſh rheſc ſtatues, withour 
| che diſhonour of their Erc&tor ; 
| Hide 


] 


| 


| 


| 
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1 


his Grand-mother Maachab ; ſhee 


Hide your dillike ar the leaſt ; It 
will be your glorie to lay your 


finger vpon this blot of your fa- 
chers reputation ; If you liſt not to 
allow his act, yet winke at it ; The 
vodly zcalc of 4ſaturnes the dceafe 
earc to theſe monitors ; and lets 
them ſee, that he doth not more 
honora father, than hate an Idoll; 
No dearcneſfle of perſon ſhould 
take oft the edge of our deteſtati- 
on of the f{inne. Nature is worthy 


of forgetfulneſſe, and contempr, | 
in oppolition to the God of Na-| 


rure; Vpon the ſame ground, as 
he remoucd che Idols of his father 
Abjar, {o for Idols he remoued 


would not be remoued from her 
obſcene Idols, ſhe is therefore re- 
moucd from rhe ſtation of her 


Z. 
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honor ; | 
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| honor; Thar Princeſlc had aged, 
| both in her regency, and {uperſti- 
tion ; Vader her rod was Aſa 
brought vp; and ſchooled in the 
rudiments of her Idolatry; whom | 
ſhe could not infe&t, ſhe hoped 
ro oucr-awe; fo, as if Aſa will not 
follow her gods, yet the preſumes 
that ſhe may rereine her owne; 
| Doubtcleſſe, no meanes were neg.- 
lected for her reclamation ; none 
would preuaile ; Religious Aſa ga- 
thers vp himſelfe; and begins to 
remember that hee is a King, 
chough a ſonne ; that the, though 
a mother, yet is a ſubieCt; that her 
eminence could not but coun- 
[renance Idolatry ; that her great- 
[neſſe ſuppreſſed religion ; which 
[he ſhould in vaine hope to re- 
forme, whiles her ſupecrſticion 
| {waycd; 
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{wayed ; forgetting therefore the 
| cballcnges of nature, the aweof| 


_ 


infancie, the cuſtome of reuc- 
| rence, he ſtrips her. of that com- 
mand, which he ſaw preiudiciall | 
to his Maker ; All reſpects of flefb | 
and Hlood mult be trampled on, 
for God ; Could thar long-ſerled | 
Idolatry want abettors ? Queſtj- 
onlcfle, ſome or other would ſay; 
This was the religion of your ta- 
ther Abyam, this of your grand- 
father Rehoboam, this of the latter 
 daics of your wile and great 
grand-father Salomon, this of your 
| grand-mother Maachah, this of 
your great grand-mother Naa-| 
mah ; why ſhould it not be yours ? 
Why ſhould you ſuſpect cither 
the wiſdome, or pictie, or falua- 


tion of -{ſo many Predecefſors ? 
Good 


_— 
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Good A/a had learned to con-| 
remaepreſcription againſt a direct 
law ; He had the grace to know ir 
was no meaſuring truth by ſo | 
moderne anriquitie ; his eyes ſcors 
ning to looke ſo low, raifc vp 
themſelucs to the vncorrupt times 
of Salomon, to Dauid, to Samuel. 
to the Tudges, to Toſhua, ro Moſes, 
to the Patriarks, to Noah, to the 
| religious founders of the firſt 
world, to the firſt father of man- | 
kinde; to Paradiſe, to heauen : In 
compariſon of theſe, Maachahs 
God cannotouerlooke yelterday; 
the ancientelt error is but a no- 
uice,to Truth ; And if neuer any| 
example could bepleaded for pu-| 
ritieof religion ; it is cnough that 
theprecepr is expreſle: He knew 
 whar God faid in Sinai, and wrote 


—— 
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in the Tables ; Thou ſhalt not make 


—_—— 


tothy ſelfe any grauen image, nor a- | 


ny fimilitude ; Thou ſhalt not bow 
downe to them, nor Worſhip them ; 
If all the world had becne an 1do- 
later, cuer {ince that word was gi- 
uen ; he knew how little that pre- 
cedent could auaile for diſobedi- 
ence: Practiſe muſt be correted 
by law, and not the law yceld to 
practiſe ; Maachah therefore goes 
downe from her ſeat; her Idols 
from their grouc ; ſhee to retired- 
neſle, they to the fire, and from 
chence tothe water ; Wofull dei- 
ties that could both burne, and 
drowne. 


more magnitic it ſelfc in theſe pri- 
uatiue as of weeding our the 


| corruptions of Religion, than in 
the 


_ 


Neither. did the zcale of 4/a| 
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the poſitiueaQts of an holy plan- | 
| cation ; In the falling ot thoſe| 
[dolatrous ſhrines, the Temple of 
| God flounithes; That doth he fur- 
| niſh with thoſe ſacred creaſures, 
which were dedicaced by him- 
(elfe, by his Progenitors ; Like the | 
true ſonne of Dawuid, hee would| 
notſerue God, colt-free; Rehobo- 
am turnd Salomons gold into | 
brafſe ; Aſa turnes Rehoboams 
'1q braſſe into gold : Some of theſe 
veſſels (ir ſcemes) Abyam ( Aſacs | 
father) had dedicated ro God; but | 
afrer his vow, inquired ; yea | 
| with-held them ; 4/2, likea good | 
ſon, paycs his fathers debts, & his | 
| ownc.It is a good ſligneof a well. | 
meantdcuotion , when we can a- 
bide irchargeable; as contrarily, | 
1n the affaires of God a niggardly | 
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| lenracts, the extirpationof Sodo- 
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| ple; but that which gies tfue lifc 


pe argues a yr? and hollow| 
heart. [. 
All theſe were noble and excel- 


—_— 


| 


my, the demolition of Idols, the 
remouall of Maachah; the boun- 
ious contribution to the Tem- 


——_— 


vnto all thelc, 1s a ſound root; 
Aſaes heart was perfe& with 'the 


Lord all hc daies ; No leflelauda-} 
ble. workes a theſe haue pro- 


ceeded from Hypoeriſie ; e ; which | 
whiles they hauc carried away ap-| 


plauſe from men; haue loſt ch 
rhankes with God; All A/aes gold| 


ons. 
But oh what oreat, and many | 
infirmities may conſiſt with vp- 
nOatpelle? ? Wharallayes ofimper- 


— 


was butdrofle to his purc intcnti-| 


fetion | 


> 
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fetion will cherebe found in the | 
molt refined ſoule > Foure no 
| {mall faults are found in truec- 
| 1. {hearted Aſa; Firſtthe high-places 
ſtood till, 'varemoued ; What 
| high places? There were ſome de- 
dicated to the' worthip of Elſe 

| gods; theſe Aſatook away; There 
were ſome miſ-deuored ro the 
| worſhip of the truc God ; theſe he 
les ſtand ; There was groſſe Ido-' 
latry in the former; there was a 
weake will-worthip in the latter ; 
whiles he oppoſes impietic, hee| 
winkes at miſtakings; yer cucn| 
the varictic of-alrars was forbid- 
den by an expreſſe charge from | 
| God, who had confined his ſcr-| 
| uice to the Temple : With one 
| breath, doth God report borh| 
theſe ; The high-places were not re-| 
moued, 
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| moned, yet neuertheleſſe Mes heart | 
| was perfit. God will notfce weak- 
nefles, where he ſees truth;; How 
pleaf1 og arching is Gceritie that 
in fauour thereof the mercy of 
our jult God digeſts many an er- 
ror : Oh God, [et our hcarts goc 
vprighr, though our fcet {lide, wie 


fall cannor (rhrough thy grace) 


or pate VS. 
Beſides, ro confront his riual! 


of Ifrael, Baha, this religious 


chebreach of his league, the expi- 


dowed the houſe of the Lord,was 


King of Tudah ferches in Benhadad| 
the King of Syria into Gods 1n-| 
 heritance, vpon too deare a rate ;| 


—— _— - 


ation of the Temple. All che] 
| wealth wherewich Aſa had en-| 


————_ A 
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be deadly; how cuerit may ſhame] 


[ little enough co hire an Edornite, | 
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1ro betray his fidelitic, and to in- 
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|rrue neceſlities, not with the affe- 


Contemplations. L18B. 18. 


— un 


uade I{rac|: Leagues may be made 
with Infidels; not arſuch aprice, 
vpon ſuch termes ; There can bee 


{no warrant for a wilfull ſuborna- 


tion of perfidiouſneſlc : In theſe 
caſes of ourward things, the mer- 


cy of God diſpenſcth with our 


ed: O Aſa, where was thy pic- 


tie, whiles thou robbeſt God, to. 


{is your pictic, whiles yee hirc 


lan, bur rclies en him, relics. not 


[on God;Aconfidence leſle finfull 


corruptan Infidell for the ſlaugh- 
ter of Iſraclites 2? O Princes, where 


—_— 


Turkcs to the {laughter of Chri- 
ſtians 2 to- the ſpoile of Gods 


| 
Church ? 


Yer ( which was bigs ) Hſe 
doth not oncly imploy the Syri- | 


re: 
| And when Hanani Gods Seer, the 
Herald of heauen, caine'to:de- 
nounce war againſt him for rheſc| 
{innes, 4/a,in (teadof penitence, 
| |breakes incocholer : Fury ſparkles 
! |in thoſeeyes, which ſhould hauc 
/ |gufhedourwith water; Thoſe lips 
|rhar ſhould haue call'd for mercy, 
command reuenge ; How ill doe| 
theſe rwoagree, The heart of Da- 
uid, the rongue of Teroboam ? That | 
holy Grandfather of his would 
not haue done {ſo ; when Gods 
| meſſenger reproucd him for-ſ1n, 
| he condemncd it, and himlſelfe 
forit; I ſee his teares, I doc not 
heare his threars : It ill becomes 3 
| faichfull hcart. ro: rage} where ir || 
(ſhould ſorrow ; and in:ſ{tcad of 
| ſubmifftion, ro perſecute :\Somc- | 
| FF 3 ae! 
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times no difference appeares be- 
twixta ſonne of Dawd, and the 
ſonne of Nebat 3 Any man may | 
| | doe ill, bur ro defend ir, ro out- 
| face it, is for rebels; yer cuen vp- 

[right 4aimpriſons the Prophet, 
and cruſheth his gainfayers. Ir 
were /pittic that the beſt man 
ſhould be iudged by cuery of his | 
ations, and not by all; The 
courle of our life mult cither al- 
| low'or condemne vs, not theſe 
{ſudden eruptions. 
4. | Asthelifc, forthe Death-bed of 
Aſa wantcd not infirmiries; Long | 
and - proſperous had his. reigne 
beene.; now: after fortic yeares 
| | health-and happineſle, he that im- 
| priſoned the Prophet, is impriſo- | 
| ned 11 his bed - There 1s MOIc 
painein thoſe fetters which God | 


pu! 
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put ypon Aſa,than thoſe, which 
 Ajapurs vpon Hanani; Andnow, 
| beizold, he thatin his warreſeckes | 
i0 Benhadad, not to God, in his 
{icknelle leekes not to God, but 
co. Phyſttgans : We cannot cafily 
| pur vpon God a greater wrong, 
chan the alienation of our rrult ; 
Earthly meanes are for vie, not 
for confidence; We may,we mult | 
imploy them ; we may not relyc 
vpon them ; Well may God chal- 
lenge our truſt, as his peculiar; 


ture, wee deific it ; Whence haue 


cheir being, and efficacy,bur from 
chat: diuine hand 2 No maruel] 
chen if Aſaes gout ſtrucke to his 
heart, and his feer carried him to. 
his grauc, fince his heart was mil- 


which if wecalt vpon any crea-| 


herbs, apd drugs, and Phyſirians, 


I 4 carried | 
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carried for the cure of his feet, ro 
| an injurious miſcconfidence 


in che mcancs, with negle&t 
| pa. of his Maker, 
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WAN Y Bl of Tabor, bur Elyah ? 
WD. WY Surcly next afrer Mo- 
ſes, rhere was neper any Propher 
of theold Teſtament more glort- 


| ous than hee : None more glori- 


ous, none morc obſcure ; The o- 
ther Prophets arc not mentioned 


| withour the nameof their parent, 
| j ; EI RF | 
for the mutuall honour both of 


the father, and* rhe ſonne'; Eljah 
( as if hehad beenea ſonne of the! 


ZEZZHo ſhould bc thardhit 
» \" \"*7 * . . 
Nh Wh with Moſes,in the hill 
\ 
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carth ) comes forth with the bare 
mention of theplace of his birth; | 
Mcaneneſſe of deſcent is no 
blocke in Gods way to the moſt 
honourable vocations; It matters | 
not whoſe ſonne hee be whom | 
Godwill grace with his feruice : 
In the greateſt honours that hu- 
manc nature is capable of, God | 
forgets our parents : As when we 
(hall beraiſcd vp toa glorious life, | 
there ſhall be no refſpe& had to| 
the loines whence we came; ſo 
it is proportionally in theſc ſpiri- 
| rualladuancements. 
| Theſetimes were fit foran Eli-| 
| jah; an Eljah was fat for them ; 
The eminentelt, Propher is reſer- 

'. 
|ucd forthe corruptelt age ; Iracl | 

| had ncuer ſuch a, King as 4hab,for | 
impicty ; neucr {o, miraculous a 
| | P ropher, 
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| addreſſed to this 4hab; The God 
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| Propher, as Elyah ; This Eljah is 


of Spirits knowes how to pro-: 
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Portion men to the occaſions; 


{and to raiſe vp to himſelfe ſuch: 
| witneſſes, as may be molt able to 


conuince the world : A milde.Mo- 
ſes was forthe low eſtate of atili- 
Qed Ifracl;-milde of fpirir, but. 
mighty io wonders ; mildeof {pi- 
rit, becauſe he had-to doe: with a; 
perſecuted, and yet a-techy and: 
peructſe people ; mighty in-won- 
ders, becauſe he had ro. doe with 


ad 7 
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a Pharaoh : Agrauc and holy $4-| 
muel was for the quiet confiltence;| 


| 


of Iſracl ; A fienie-ſpirited Elyjah | 


| 


was for the deſperatelt-declinati-| 
on of Iſrael 3; And if _in-the late| 
times of the depraued-condition| 


| [of his Church, God ihauc railed | 
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vp " ſpirtrs chat hauc beenc 
more warme, and ftirring, than 
thoſe of common mould, we can- 
not cenſure the choyce, when we 
{ſeethe ſeraice. - 
\ Thefirſt word that wee heare 
from Eljah,isan oath,and a threat 
to Ahab, to Iſrael : 4s the Lord God 
of Iſrael liuzth, before whom I and, 
[there ſhall not be dew, nor raine theſe 
eares, but according to my word : 

He cames inlikea Tempelt, who 
went out in a whirlwind; Doubr- | 
lefſehe had ſpoken faire, & peace- | 
ablcinuications to Iſracl (chough 
we hcarethem-nor) This was but. 
|cheſtorme which followed his re- 

pulſe, rheir obſtinacy ; After ma- | 
lay folicirations, and warnings, 
Iract is {tticken by "the fams | 
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jah dares auouch theſe iudge- 
| ments to their head; ro hab - 1 
| doc not ſo much wonder ar the 
| boldnefle of Eljah,as at his pow- 
er; Yea, 'who ſo ſces his power, 
| can no whit wonder at his bold- 
neſſe : How could he be bur bold 
rothe face of a man, who was 
| chus powerfall with God? As if 
| God had lent him the keics of| . 
| heaucnto ſhut it vp, and oper it} 
|at pleaſure ; he can ſay, There ſhall | 
be neither dew,nor ratne, theſe yeares, 
but according to my word; Oh God, 
| How farre it hath pleaſcd thee o| 
| communicate thy ſelfetoa weake 
man? What Angell could cucriay 
thus? Thy hand, © Lord, is-not| 
 thortned - Why art thou notthus 
| marucllous inthe miniſters of thy | 
| Goſpell? 1s it for that their mira- 
| cles 


| 
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cles were ours? Isit for that thou 
would(t hauc vs liue>y fairh,nor 
by ſenſe? Is it for that our taske 
| is more fpirituall, and therefore 
inſrvs abltrated from bodily 
{helps 2 we cannot command the 
ſunne with To/bua, nor the thun- 
| der with Samuel; nor the rainc 


— 
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we can fixethe Sunne of rightc- 
ouſneſſe in the foule, if wee'can 


—_—— 


—_—— 
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Godagainſt {inne, if wecan wa- 
rerthe carthen hearts of men with 
theformer,and latter raine of hea- 
uenly dottrine. 


- Eljabs mantle'' cannot 'make| 


him torget his fleſh ; whiles hee] 


knowes himſelfe a Prophet, hee 
remembers ro bea'man ; he doth 
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with Eljah ; It ſhall content vs if 
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me . 


thunder out the mdgements of | 


nor therefore arrogate this power, 
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as his owne, bur publiſheth it as 
| his maſters ; This reſtraint muſt 
|be according to his word; and 
| that word was from an higher 
mouth, than his : He ſpake from 
him by whom hc ſwarc ;' whoſc 
word was as ſure as his life ; and 
therefore he durlt fay, As the Lord 
liueth, there ſhall be no raine : Man 
| onely can denounce what God| 
will execute ; which when ir is 
 oncereucaled, can no more faile, 
chan the Almightic himſelfe. 
| He that had this intereſt and 
power in heauen, what needed he 
flee from an earthly 'purſuic ? 
| Could his prayers reſtraine the 
clouds, and not hold the hands of 
fleſh and blood? Yer behold Ejah 
muſt flec from Ahab, &hide him 
by the brooke Cherich ; The wil-| 
dom 
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— of God doth nor thinke fir 
|{o to makea beaten path of mira-| 
{cles, as that he will not walkebe-| 

{ide it ; He will hauc our owne jn- | 
| | clo concutre' to our preſer- 
[ uation. ;, Eljah wanted neither 
courage of hearr, nor ſtrength of 
hand, aud yer he muſtrruſt to his | 
|feerfor ſaferic ; How much more 
| lawfullis ic for our imporcncy ro'| 
[flee from, perſecution 2 Euca thar 
| | God {ends him to hide his head, 
! 


who could as ca(ily hauc prote- 


Lt 
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| {Cted, as nouriſhed him : He that 

| wilfully ſtands till co latch dan- 

|gers,tempteth God in ſtcad of tru-| 

{ting him. 
| The Prophet muſt be gone; not 
| 'withour. order raken for his pur- 
| ucyance ; Oh the ſtrange Cators 
| 


kth A 


for Eljah ; I have commanded the 


Rauens 
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Raucns to feed thee there ; I know 
norwhether had beene more mi-| 
raculous, to preſeruc him withour 
meat; orto prouide meat by ſuch 
monthes: The Rauen, a deuou- | 
ringand raucnous fowl:, that vſes 
ro {ndrch away meat from others, | 
brings icro him : Hee that could 
hauc fed Eljah by Angels ; will| 
feed him by Raucns;; There was 
chen in Urael an hoſpitall Obadiah, 
that kept a ſecret table inwoſe- 


i... AM... ti. A 
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| ph&ts of God; There were {cuen | 
thouſand faithfull Uraelites (in 
ſpight of the Diuell) who had} 
neuer bowed knee to Baal;| 
| Doubtlefle , any of theſe would 
| hauchad a trencher ready for E- 
ljah, and haue thought, himſclfc 
{ happy to haue defrauded his own | 
Af > 


K 11.1 W,. | 


CO IE—_ 


| uerall caucs, for an hundred Pro-|/ 
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| ayre,than their bountie; that hee 
| might giue both to his Prophet, 


| 
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| ſtion of the prouiſions of God, 


| that prouidelt meat for the fowles 
of theayre, wilt make the fowles 


bl | 
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 maw,: for fo noble a Propher-;| 
God rather chooſes to make'vic 


ofthe moſt vnlikely fowles ofthe: 


and vs a pregnant proofe of his 
abſolute command ouer all: his 
creatures, and winourtruſt in all 
extremities. Who can make que- 


when he ſces the very Rauens ſhal | 
forget” their owne' hunger, and 
puruey for Ejah? Oh God, thou 


—_ 


of theayre prouidemeat for man, | 
rather rhan' his dependance on 
thee ſhall be diſappointed ; Oh ler | 
not our faith be wanting to thee, 
thy care can neucr bee wanting 
ro Vs. 
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4D ljah might hauc liucd for the 
time with bread, and water ; nci- 
therhad his fare beene worſe than 


_—__. 


—— 


4yjah;bur the munificence of God 
{ will haue his mcales better furni- 


day; Iris not for a perſccured Pro- 
phetto long after delicates ; God 
[gtues order for competency, not 
for wantonfticefſe; Nor out of the 


Wines in her celler ; would God 
prouide for Eljah ; bur the Ra- 


[cure (though nor to pamper it) 


his fellowes in the caues of Oba-! 


[hed ; che Rauens ſhall bring him | 
both bread, and fleſh rwicein the} 


| 
daintie compoſitions in Tezebels| 
kirchin, nor out of the pleaſant | 


uens ſhall bring him plaine, and | 
homely vicuals, and the riuer| 
ſhall affoord him drinke; If we 
haue wherewith ro ſaftaine na- | 
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| we owe thankes to the giuer ; 
Thoſe of Gods family may nor 
be curious, not diſdainfull : il 
doth it become a ſcruant of the! 
highclt, to be a flaue to his palarc. 
Doubtleſſe, one bir from the 
| mouth of the Raucn was more 
pleaſing to Eljah, than a whole 
Tablc-tull of 4hab : Nothing is 
more comfortable ro Gods chil- 
dren then to ſee, the ſcnſible de- 
monſtrations of the diuine care, 
and prouidence, 

The brooke Cherith cannor 
laſt alwaies; that ſtreame fhall nor 
| for Eljahs ſake becxempred from 
the vniucrſall ex{1ccation ; Yea the 
p15 hg himſelfe feeles the ſmart 
| of this drought, which he had de 
nounced ; Ir is no vnviuall thing 
with God to ſuffer his owne deare | 
childr wh | 


—_— ——— 


children co be inwrappcd in the 


Hee makes difference in the vic, 
and iſſue of their {tripes, not in 
che infliction; The corne is cur 
downe with the weeds, bur ro a 
better purpoſe. 

When the brooke failes God 
hath a Zarephath for Eljab ; In 
(tead of the Raucns, a Widdow 
thall there feed him; yea her ſelfc 
by him : Who can enough won- 
der at the pitch of this Tele&ius 
prouidence of the Almightic ; Zx 
rephath was a towne of S8n, and 
and therefore without che pale of 
che Church; Poucrtic was thebeſt | 
of this Widow, ſhe was a Pagan 
by birth, heathnifhly ſuperſtirious 
by inſticution; Many Widowes 
were in l{racl in the daics of E hjah | 


com110n calamitics of offenders: | 
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when the heaucn. was tur vp 


 outall che land, but vnto none,of 
them was Elias lent, ſauce vntorthis 
'Sarepta,a Citic of Sidon, vnto-a 
woman that was a. aides He 


that firlt fed the Prophet by. the 


mouth-of vnclcane fowles, Will: 


heathcniſh Holtefle : : :His onely 

command ſanCtifies thole crea- 
tures which by.a, generall charge 
were Icgall y impure, 


three yeares,, and {ix moneths, | 
| when great famine was through- 


—— 


| now feed him by. the hand of an| 


—— TY 
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| Raucns, other! widowes beſides 
chis Sargptan z,nqge bur the;Ra- 
acns, none. bur the. Sarepran ſhall 
nourith Eljah. Gods, choice is: not 
led in_the ſtring of bumane rea- 


ſon; his holy will is the guide, and 


_— 


rhe 


Ione ocra ocher birds beſides | 
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cheground of all his-cleftivns. Ic 


{is notin him-that wils;norin him | 
|charruns, bur in God char no] 


| que 4 Þs II 203; 


The Prophet Sllowas heed] 


of his God:;\-che ſame hand: char 
broughchim rothe gate of: Sarep- 
[za,ledalſo this poore widdow out 
of her doores; ſhe ſhall chen'goe 
to: ſeeke her{ticks, when [he ſhall 


be found of: Ebjahs; ſhe: thought 


[of her hearch, ſherhoupht noc'o: q 
|aPropher ; -whio the = of God: 
calsro her; Fetch me a little water 


| (1 pray thee) ina veſſel; that may, 


drinke: It was nocafſie ſuit ih lo! 


| droughtica ſeafon; andyet, arrhe 
| firſt f Ighr, the Propher-dares (c- 


|cond it witha greater; Bring' me a| 


mor ſell of bread in thine hand ; That 


[long drought” had made euery 


K 4 drop, 
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drop,cucry.crum precious; yet the | 
| Pr opher 11s emboldened by | the | 
| charge of-God to cal for both ”— 
|rer and bread; He had found the 

|Raucns ſoofficious, thar he canot 
{make doubt of the Sareptan : She. 
{{ticks noratthe water; ſhe would 
| -yor ſtick ar the bread, if neceſ{1tic 
had nor preſſed her ;. 4s the Lord 
thy God liueth, I haue not a cake, but 
an handfull of meale in'a barrell; and 
«little oyle in 4 cruſe ; and behold T| 
am gathering two-ſlickes, that I may 
| 1.20 inand 4reſſe it for me aud my ſon, 
| that we may eate it and dye. ©. \ 

| [-: Jt ſhe knewnotthe man, how | 
{ didihe know his God 2 and if ſhe 
«new hotthe God of Eljah, how 
did ſhe {weare by him? Certainly 
chough ſhee were without the 

ounds of Liracl, yer he was with: | 


Th 
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in che borders; ſo much thee had 
[ gained by her neighbourhood; 
ro know an Iiraclire, a Prophctby 
[his habit ; ro know the onely li- 
{uing God - was' the God of the 
{Pro 


|che Rauens knew him; 
| high cime for the Prophet to viſir 
| the Sareptan ; 
| now making 


| 


| thar our relicfe might beſo much 
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het, the God of Ifracl; and if 
this had not beene,it is no maruel| 
if the widow knew Bljah, ſince 
Ic was 


RI ſhe was 
crlaſt male; after 
one meane morlſell ſhe was yeel- 


oportunely harh God prouided 
ſuccoursroour diltreſſes? Ir is his 
glory to helpe at a pinch ; to bc- 


gin where wee hauc giuen oucr : 


the morewelcome;, by how much 
| 5% 
it is lefſe look'r for. 


ding herſclfec our to death. How | 


_ 
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| 
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(he wereſo much; Feare. not, goe 
doe as thou haſp: ſaid ; but make mee. | 


— 


ſhe hath, in hope of more which 


| food, which the ſaw, in-truſt of 


che faith of a;weake! Proſelyre, if| 


thereof alittle cake firſt ; and bring | 
it to me, and after make for thee, and 
thy ſonne ; For, thus ſaith the God 
of Iſrael ; The barrell -of meale ſhall | 
not waſte, nor the cruſe of, oyle faile 
zill the day that God ſendraine wp-.| 
on-the earth ;'She mult goe ſpend. 
vpon a [tranget part. of that little 


ſhe hath nor,which ſhe may hauc; 
thee. muſt parc with her preſear 


| 


future which the could. not-{ce; 
lhe muſt r ob her ſenſe in:the CXCI- 
ciſe of her'beleefe ; and- ſhorten 
her life in being, ypon che hope of 


a protraction of it, in/promile; 


ſhe | 


—— IS _ 
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| with an angry sepulſc : Bold. If- 
| raclite, there is no reaſon i in this 
| requelt; wer't thou a friend, ora 
| brother, with. whar face couldii 


- - — - 


= -1$ Eljah with theSarepran | 


ena belecue God will 
culoully increaſe what ſhe ; wc 


yeclded ro. conſume ; ſhee, mult 


| laſt victuals, and hen after her | 
| ſclfe, and her ſonne ; Someſharpe 


| formy ſelfe, and my ſonne; this | 


1s... an.q iniurious; amportrunitic ; 
whar.can inducetheeto think thy 


mir a- 


—— 


firlt, feed the ltranger with her 


dame would hayec lhaken vpthe 
Prophet, and haue ſcent him away 


thou, require to pull my laſt bir 
out of my mouth? Had I ſuper- 
fuitic of prouiſ1on, thou niohelt t 
hope. for this fe of m y charity ys | 


now, tharT hauc but one mor{ell 


——— 


life . ( an vaknowne. traucller) 


ſhould 


n 
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ſhould be more deare to me, than 
my ſonnes, than my owne? How 
vaciuill is this motion that I 
ſhould firſt make prouifion for 
thec, in this dying extretmitic 2 Ir 
had beene too much to haue beg- 
ged my laſt ſcraps; Thou tellelt 
me the mealc ſhall not waſte, nor 
the oylefaile ; how ſhall I belceuc 
thee ? Let me {ce that done, before 
thoucateſt;In'vaine ſhould I chal- 
lenge thee when the remainder of 
my poore ſtore is conſumed; If 
chou canſt ſo caſiſy multiply vi-| 
Etuals, how is it that thou wan- | 
teſt > Doethar before-hand, which 
thou promilſeſt ſhall beafretwards 
performed, there will be no need 


of my licle.Bur this good Streptan 
| was wrought'by God not to mi- 


(tralta Prophet; ſhe will do what 
he 
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he bids, and hope for what hee 
promiſes ; (he will liue by faith ra- 
cher than by ſenſe ; and giue away 
the preſent, in the confidence of a 
future remuneration ; firſt, ſhee 
bakes Eljahs cake,than her owne; 
not Frudging to ſec her laſt mor- 
{cls goe downe anothers throat, 


whiles her felfe was famiſhing. 


How hard precepts doth God lay 


where. he intends bountie; Had 
not Godment her preſcruation, be 
had ſuffered her to cather laſt cake 
alone, without any interpellation; 
now the mercy of the Almigh- 
tie purpoſing as well this miracu- 
lous fauour to her, as to his Pro- 
pher, requires of her this taske, 
which fleſh and blood would 
hauc thought -vnreaſonable. So 


Wee are wont to put hard queſtj- 
ons 
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oth. 
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So in all atchicuements the difh- 


culticof the enterpriſe makes way | 


forthe glory of the ator. 
Happy was it for this.widow, 
thatſhe did not ſhut herhand to 
theman of God; that ſhe was no 
nigeard of her laſt handfull; Ne- 
{ ucr corne or oliue did fo increaſe 
[ingrowing,as here in conſuming; 
This barrell, this cruſe of hers had 
nobotrome; the barrell of meale 
waſted nor, the cruſe of oyle fai- 
[led not; Behold, not getting, not 
{ lauing, is the way to abundance, 
| but giuing. The mercy of God 
| crownes our benificence with the 


| want by a mercifull liberaliric, 


| 


| bleſſing of ſtore 3 who'ean fearc | 


_—— 4 Contemplations. \L1B.1 8. 


| ons rothoſe ſ{chollers, whom! we | 
wouldpromotero higher formes. | 
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when he ſees the Sareptan had fa- 


mithed, 


| 


_ 
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' milhed, it-ſhe' had notgiuen, and: 
by giuing; abounded? With what 
rhankfull devotion mult rhis'wo- 
cuery day nceds looke ypon 


man c 
her barrell, and cruſc, wherein the 
- | ſaw the. mercy, of:God:renewed 
ro her continually 2 Doubtleſle 
her ſoule was no lefle fed by faith, 
| than her body with this ſuperna- 
turall Foninn: How!'welcome 
a muſt Elzab needs bee. to 
 ERISS 
| her ſonnes to her; for his board? 
yea, that in that wofull famine 
| gauc herand her ſon their boar 
| forhis houſe-roome. 732 
The dearth thus oucrcome, the 


{clfe much joy inhis life and proſ- 
| peritiez when arinexpected {1ck- 
neſle 


motherlookes hopectully vpon | 


her onely 'fonne, promiſing her | 


o 
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nefſe ſurprizeth him and doth 
that which the famine bur threat- 
ned;When can we hold our {clues 
ſecure from cuils ? no ſooner is | 
one of theſe Sergeants compoun- | 
ded withall; than we are arreſted | 
by another. 1 

How ready we areto miſtake 
the grounds of our affliCtions ; 
andto caſt them ypon falſe cau- 
ſes ; The paſſionate mother can-| 
[nor finde whither ro impute the | 
| death of her ſonne, butro the pre-} 
| ſence of Elyahb ;.to whom thee | 
comes diſtratted with perplexiric, 
[not without an vnkinde. chal- 
lenge of him from whom ſhe had 
[recciued both that life thee had 
[lolt, and that ſhe had ;What. haue 
| to do? with thee, O thou man of 
God, Art thou coms to me to call my 


fennel! 


— 
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finne to remembrance; "und to ſlay, | 
 Asif her ſoiine could not haue| 
| djcd-if Exjab had not beene her! 
[gucſt; when as hcr.ſonne had; 
[died;bur for him; why ſhould ſhe] 
| thinke thar the Propherhad ſaucd| 
{ him from the famine, rokilb hin] 

with ſickneſſe? As if God had noc|| | 
| beene- free in-his'aCtions ;-and| 
{mult needs firike by. the ſame| 
hands, by which hce'preſcrycd;| 
| She-had'the-grace ro know thar 
her -affliQtion-was for her finnc; 
| yer was fo vnwile, roimaginethe 
arcrages of her iniquities had not | 
becne called for, if E5jahhad nor | 
becne the remembrancer; Hee, 
who had ed God towards 
her, is ſuſpected to haut incenſed 
him; This wrongfull' mif-cans | 


L {ſtruction | - | 
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annonoremon ering 


aticnce ; Eljah was of\ aw 


ſor fic 


him 008 "69 This:challenge 
racher-incteaſed the zeale of is 
| prayer, than ſtirred: lisehallpw 


;\yer hd -bolineſſe kept | 


| theoffendent':: He! rakos the dead} 


 Contemplations. Lts. 18: 


Grictiomares: enough to: moue. | 
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\chilid cur: of :his mothers bos 
fome;: 2d laies\ hit: ypolr{ his 
owne. bed; and cries» yator:ithe 
Lord 0b Ford myGod, » haſtithow 


brought eu/l:alſo ropor the Widow 
with whom I: ſoiourne; by ſlaying 


— os 


ber ſonne?\ In1tead/atchiding rhe 
Sarcptanz/Outot the ferueney:of 
his ſoule, he humbly-expoſtulates 
with his God: Hw voly remedy 


mt ———— 


is4f) His-prayer';-thar which hut | 
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 heaucn-far:raine, mult open'ir 


for life: ; E ucry- ward: inforcerh; 
| Firſt he plead ads his increſt in God; 
1 Oh! 


——— 
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0h dard Gicthes che quality 


interelt; a8 u-God, {ointhis; pa 


the fitoke) were giudn:cra bims 
(elfe; hes {ides;:andiafty 
ly, the.quality of chepunihons, 
By flaging hen ſonne, gon» 
tarrof herilife ; and in; allithele; 
implying he ſcandal; thet-mult 
neodsatile from thip eucnty where 
cuet it ſhould þte: noiſed;: to-the 
name;of his God, ro-his/owne; 
whent(hould be faid ;J,ochow 
Eljahs:energaiaement 4s: tewar- 
ded; Surely thoProp Aisreithor 
imporent, orvathankfull. -- 


tient; AlFidew;andchere! 
wwe oth-moſt:diltrcffed with | 
helofſe.dndimal peculiat eo:che | 
charge ofthe dimitgbry . 'Ebenzhis | 
t| 


ef; With whim d ſoioutne ;\as if 
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thus only; Thricedoth he ſtretch 
himſelfevpon che dead body'; as 
if:he could wiſh-ro-infule  of-bis | 
| owne life into the:childe; and-ſo 
| ofcn-calls:to his God for there: 


, 


| tirution of that ſoule'!: Whar:ean 
Elijah aske ro be'denied'#” The 
| Lord heard the voice of hisPro- 
| phcr; rhe-ſoule of the child! came 
| into him againe, and he reuiued | 
| What '\nairacle - is” impoſſible 'to; 
| fairhfull rayers 2 \There cannot 
be morediffereticeberwixt Eljahs 
deuotion, and' ours; than berwizt 
| ſupernatural and ordinary'ats';\ 
| If he thereforc obtained miracu- 
lous fauours by his'prayers,-doe 
wee doubr' of thoſe which 'are 
 within'the ſphere of nature, ;and 
vic? Whatcould'we want, if 'we 
| did "not” flacke 'to'plye: heaticn 


with 


— 
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wich our prayers? 
Certainly Eljah had nor becne| 
| moctinl of this ſudden fick- 
{nefle,and deathof the child/; He 
who'knew the remore affires of 
{che world; might not know what 
God-would doe within his owne 
roofe; The greateſt Propher mult | 
{content himſelfe with fo much of | 
Gods coupſcll, as he will pleaſe to | 
{reucale; and he will ſometimes re- 
{ucalethegreater ſecters; and con-| 
{cealethe leſſe,co make good both 
{his owne liberty, and mans humi-| 
{liarion. So much. mote vricxpe- | 
|cted-as the ſtroke was; ſo much | 
{morewelcome is the cure; How | 
tioyfully doth; ithe man af-Gad 
_— oy reujued (child into his 
qarmes, and preſehc himco his-mo- | 
{rher? How, (doth his heart lcape | 


L within | 


w—w_ we... A. ee Ne ee eo ee CEE Et. ct 


=_} wed 


| 
| 
| 
| 


w 


1:56 | 


| evichin him,at thisproofe of Gods 


I —_ 
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hore it "(elfe in-the face of: 'that 
| amazed mother, when ſhee faw 


|fauourto him, mercy tothe wid- 
wer tothe child? mg} 


at life and: joy \did "how 


againe the cyes of herſonne 


| | vpon hers ; when ſhe felt his fleſh] 


warmehis motions vitall? Now 
ſfice can lay ro Eljah ; 


that the word of the. Lord in'thy 
mouth # truth; Did ſhce not «ill 
now know this? Had: ſhes nor 
ſaid before}Vhar hae T to doe with 
thee, 0 thoumn of God? Were nor 
her cruſe, and her barrellſufficienr 
proofes of his ditiine commiſſion? 
Doubtleſſe what' her meale and 
oyle had aſſured herof;the dearh 


of her ſonne any 


_ and 


"—_— _——_ ——, 


— 


;\ Bythir T| 
knowthat thou art.a- man of God,;dvid 
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and now the reuiuing did re- 
ſomerimes {taggereth, and nec- 
dethi new. a&ts of heautnly ſhp- 
portation ;the cnd oh, miracles is 


|conficmation of truth; Ir feemes' 
|hiad this widowes ſonne conti- 

nucd dead, her belcefe had 
{buried in his graue + notwWit 


bene: 
SV | ſtan- 
ditig.her meale'and her-ojle, her 


— 


. - / 
oraciouſly- condelcends' to- our! 


The mercy | 
| of -God is faine..to prouitle new 
{helpes for -our- infirmines,-and 


OO —r— rn o—_— 
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CO 


owae' termes, that he may worke: 
-otit our faith, and ſaluation;. '/ 
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Eu1jan with the- 
ve "BAALITES: 


CSEDEEICDTESS) 
>= Hree yeearcs and an 
' halfe,: did Ifracl lie 
20 V4 2 gaiping 100M 
P89 £555 parching! drought, 
ro Tz ” and | miſcrablc ta-/ 
mine; No creature was fo odi- 
ous to them, as Bljah, to whom | 
they aſcribed all their miſery ; Me| 
thinkes I heare how they railed 
{0n, and curſcd the Prophet ; 
How much enuic muſt the ſer-! 
[uants of God yndergoe for their 
| 
\maſter? Nothing burtthe rongue 
| 


was! 


i ——_— 


—— ——— 


>> 
He 
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| was Eljahbs; the hand was Gods; 
[che Prophet did but-ſay what 
| God:would doe ;. I doc not ſec 
[chem fall out with cheir ſinnes, 
|rhat had defcrued. che iudge- 
ment,- but - with the meſlenger 
that denounced it; Baal had no 
| fewer-ſeruants than if there had 
becne: both raine, and plenty : 
| Eljab ſafcly ſpends this ſtorme 
| ynder the lee of Sarepra; Some 
|three yeares hath he lien cloſe in 
{that obſcure corner, and liucd 
| vpon chebarrcll, and cruſe which 
he had multiplied : Ar laſt, God 
|calles'bim foorth, Goe ſhew thy 


ſclfe to Ahab, and 1 will ſend raine 
| pon the earth ; No raine muſt 
{fall till Elijah were ſeene of Abab;| 
Hecartied away the, clouds with| 


{ him, he-muſt britg them againe : 
| 1s The 


—__O_ 


I59 } 


D — 


—— 


——— 
—_— 


he ts. AN 


hm. ht 


oo» WP - 


| 460 _ Conmanplarns: x 18018, 
The King, the: ople "of acl, 
: ſhall be-wirne 2 God will: 
-make' good: rhe word, the 'oach 
|.of:his Propher; Should'tchoraine 
have fallen in \Bljahsablenccwhe 
could haue knowne ir! was: by 
His rocuremeht ? God holds the 


world; Not'the neceflicy: 
[un thouſand religious Tfraclires 


| ljah; There is nothing” wherein 
God is moretender;thanin 


credit of his meſſengers! recious, 
| and-neglets nothing that - may | 


Frace thetw (in the cies! of the} 
of {c-| 


| couldcrackethe' word: of: one'B- | 


| | \_ 
. * . -- 
"2 
. 
- 
- 


| uing the-veracity of _ 
[his miniſters. 0h. 
 Leud' Ahab hath an holy 
| ward; As his name was,! 
he;'a ſcraanvof God, whiter rl his 


Maſter was a'flaue to "Ball. Hee 
that 


" 


= 


L135 18. EljabwirhwheBaalites, | 361 


char reſerued ſeuen-chouſand-in 
| che kingdome'vf. Tract, hathi re- 
ſerued ah Obadiabinthe' Court of 
Ifrac}: and; by him; hath releracd 
| them : Neither is it likely:rhere 

had beene fo many-tfree: hearts in 

the: countrey,” if: Religion: had 
| nor-becne ſecretly backed:in the 
| Courr; 'It is'a' great happineſſc 
when God giues fauour, and ho- 
hour tothe Vertuous.' Eljah did 
|-aor lic more cloſe in Sarepra; than 
| Obadiah' did: iniche! Court! ;: He 
| couldnothauedoneſo muchſer- 
| uice:ro the Church; if he had nor 
beche'as-ſecrety/as good ; Policy 
andtcligion docas well 'togerher, 
{ as they doc illafunder:The Doc 
withour-the"Scrperit/ is/ cafaly 
caughr; the Serpenrwirhour the 
Doue- Ntitigs 'deadly-; 'Religion 


FIT _ without 
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withour policy is too. ſitople ro 
be ſafe : Policy, withourteligion, 
is too ſubtile to: be. good ;Their 
match makes thernfelues ſtrung 
and, many happy. 
Oh degenerated cſtareof Iſracl; 
any thing was now lawfull there, 
ſaving picty; It: 1s, well-if Gods 
Prophe ets can: finde at hole to 
hide | cheir heads /in 3 They. muſt 
needs be hard driven when fifty 
of thera arc faine ro croud; toge-| 
ther. into one.caue; There: they | 


badborh ſhadeandrepaſt: :Good 
Obaiiah hazards his owne; life to 
pie theirs ; and- ſpends. ſow 

that extreme dearth;,ypon 
their neceſſary diet'; ey on 
water was more now, than other 
whiles, winc; and delicates;;Whe- 


cher _ wewonder morcarthe 
| _ mercy! 


| w 
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of :God'in reſeruing'an| 
indice: Prophars;:orin thug ſus} 
= —_— rcſeriiced ; 
Whendid Godehuerteaue his Head 
vnfurnifhed'of :fome fl 
When: did:he:leauc bis Prophets 
vnprouided | .of -lome Fes: yo 
How yorchy artthou, © Lord,to 
berruſted ei chine owncharge? 
Whiles there arc men vpon catch, 
or birds inthe airc, or Angels|in 
beauen; thy TT -Gannor 
Wantproui £oO019{{:53 Ho 77:5 

Goodnefle acids avay eruſt, 
who de catindt hauc :imication. 
Abkb divides 'with' Obadiah the 
ſuruey of 'the whole: land; They 
two-fertheir owneeyes on veorke, | 
forthefearch of warcs, of paſture, 
erue the korles, and mules } 
_ x en: the. poore, and yaine 


cares | 


—_—_— 


ds 
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$ | 111 Gomnoneplintons; 5 Lan,187 
\carcs of 4/ab ;'/Hecalts to kiſl-rhe 
Prophls, ro fayerhbcarte;phiene- 
_ rofanwhisowne gn" 
deſtroy dolairygheraketchoug t 
for mrafſe,' noneofor.nherty: 3: Car- 
hratts:arc:cucr-cithet groye, 
6 'on'cheearch, ior idelaing.in- 
to no. motvTrgar God; 
Faves ap foulcs;: than fi: they 
cither vere _ Or were ent 
lefſe; aA 42,9115 203 oi ebiidt 
-'Bkjah hearok of the r eſſe. 
and oftcrs tnrſelferoliLonmennor 
cher þork ;;#Hicre was 'wildome 
| inchis courage; Firſt, hepreſehes 
himflfero© laninh, croheiwill be 
| {cen of f ths 'cthar tha \night. 
| yporyt bes diſcreet an 
Memon the: cxpecarion 
| ofthis mecting; fur narwe 
Mes 220d "SE ; Ababs preſence, 


| | whe 


ons 18. Eljah michghe Baalites. F 
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lelica he might, be: ſure Textbel ] 
FRETngs 2 LIVV. £4: 1 0721 
\Qbadjah; meets. the Propha; 
ng ; him; and. (as it hee, had- 
lcene;God:inhim) falls on his fa 
Ire wn cw his: _—_ | 
| perſcurediThougha great; | 
| rag lad cohavou Dr: | 

Io xe Wwas-t09;muce | 
for the! prefident cet thatdacred | 
ledgos Fothe-pioore,boatdsr|, 
ofthe Sarcptar;bird was noteſſes}. 
hana; proſirationand My Lord, 
Eljab ; lron1che great High, Ste-| 
| ward: Pars tin 6 16 rag, Are] 
truly gratiouscaanotbe niggards | 
ly ofchairobleruance rocker: TH: 
ſengeioh God. = ME! : ie | 
Ehjbreciuestherrucrencey- [ 
acharge;» Gos telthy Lord, 


__ 
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this lode coo heauy ; neirher is' hel 
more ſtriken with the boldneſſe;| 
than'wich the'vakindneſſe of this | 
command; boldneſſc in reſpedt of | 
Elyab ; vakilidneſ inreſpe& of | 
ninfelto: For, thus he chitiks ; 'If], 

Eljah doc cotneto Ahab, he. dies; l 
fl doc notevine, Ldie4 If ic be | 
brong 


nethat'I met hins, and] 
he himnot, itis dearth ; If 
ſay that he will come volunrarily, | 
and God ſhall alrer his i intentions, | 
it-is death : How vahappy a'man| 
|am-1, chat muſt be cicher Elijabs. 
[executioner orimy owne: Were 
Ahabs diſpleaſure bur:{moking; I 
mighrhope to-quench ir;butnow. 
[that the flame of .it-hattvbroken'} 
[forth to the notice,tothe (earch of 
all-the kingdomes, and-nations | 


round about,it may confſutae me, 
Tj: 


eee 
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.| [;alemner extinguiſh! it; This meſ. 
ſage wereforan Ineinig of 'Eljah ; 

for aclient of Baal ; As for me, I 
haue well approucd my true de-| 
uotion to God , my louc to his 
Prophers : Whar haue Fdone,that 
I ſhould be fingled out either ro 
kill Ejah,or to ;w killed for him? 
Many. an hard plunge muſt that 
| Man needs be driuen to, who| 
would hold his conkeidncs roge- 
ther with the ſeruice, and Gactir 
of 'a Tyrant: It is an happy thing 
rolerue a iult malter; there is no 
| danger, no ſtraine 1 in ſuch obedi- b 


CACE. 


'-:Bur, when tho Propher- bindes 

bis reſolution'with an-oarh, and 
| cleares the heart of Obadiah Go 
all feares, from all ſuſpicions, the| 
| | arab man dares be the meſſenger | 


CEE 
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of that, which hee-ſaw was de- 
{creed in heauen : Doubrleſſe Ahab 
| ſtartled , ro heare of Eljah com- 
ming to meet him;-as one that 
; ot 

did not more hate, than fcare the 
Prophet. Well might hee thinke ; 
thus long,thus farrehaueIſought 
Eljah ; Eljah would not come 


_— 


miſhon ; His courſe mantle hath 
| the aduantage of my robe. and 
-peece of the carth, I ſee hee: can 
| command heauen : The cdge of 
his reuenge is taken off with a 


to ſecke mce, but ynder a ſure| 
gard,and with fomeflrange com- | 


Scepter ; If I can command a| 


\doubrfull expetation of the ifſue: | 


— 


— 


—_—_ -—_ 


_—__——-_. 


f{cltc tothe cies of 4hab; Hewho 
durſt nor ſtrike, yer durſt chal- 
lengethe Propher, Art thou he that 
troubleth 


and now when Elyjah offers hina-| 
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th. 


[he inflicted irnot; yet he ſmarrs, 
[and hey are guilty : As if ſome| 


Lfowls bathing in bis pond, lhould 


]cry our of them, as the cauſes of 


foule weather. 
Oh the heroicall Spirit of Eli-| 
M 2 jab. ij 
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winbilerh Iſrael? 1 WOT h a bk 
was lull in 4Ababs thoughts; hee 
holds it notſo {afero fmite, as to 
expoltulate : Hee, that was che | 
head of Iſrael, ſpcakes out thar | 


which was in the hcarr of all his| 
{people,chat Eljah was the cauſc of 
Tall cheic ſorrow : Alas what hath 
che righteous Propher done? He| 
[caxed "Choi {1nne, he forecold the 


judgement ; hee delabited ic- nor, 


fond people ſhould accuſethe he- 


rald or the Trumper 2s the caulſc 


of their watre ; or as if ſome ig-| 


norant peaſant, when he {ces bis 


__ 
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fab! bi fandsaloneamids all the 
trainc of Ahab, and dares not on- 
ly repell this charge, bur retort it;: 
T haue not troubled Tſtael, but thou 
| and thy fathers houſe, it that ee. 
haues forſaken the commanaements, 
| of the Lord, and.thou haſt followed 
| Baalim. No earthly+glory can! 
| daunr hinv who hath: the cleere 
and hcartning vitions of God; 
| This holy Seer-diſternes the truc 
cauſe of our ſufferings, ro be our 
|finnes; Fooliſh men axe plagued 
{for theis offences ; and 1t is: 00 
{mall part of their plague that 
|they ſee it nor; The onely com- 
{mon difluber- of men, families;| 
Cities , Kingdames, mores is 111 
There: is no ſuch traitor to an 


| ſtare, as the wilfully wicked; The 


quicteſtand moſt plauſible offen- 
_ der | 


_ 
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deris ſecretly (ſeditious; and tir- 
rech quarrels in heauen. ” + 

"The-- true-mefſengers 'of God| 
cary aurhority cuen where they 
are maligned.; Eljah dothat once 
reprouethe King, and require of 
him the improuement” of | his 
power, in gathering all Iſrac] to 
Carmel, in tetching thither all the 
Prophers of Baal.-Baal was rich in 
liracl, whiles''God was -poorc; 
Whiles God' hath but one hun- 
dred 'Prophets; hid <clofely in; 
Obadiahs caues, Baal hath” erghit| 
hundred and' fifty ; ' foure han- 
dred and fifty diſperſed ouer the 
villages" and 'townes of- Iſracl, 
fourehundfed at the Court; Gods 
Prophets are glad of bread and 
water, whiles' the foure hundred” | 
Trencher-Prophers of Texebel feed 

\ M 3 on 
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| ueraignty who arrogate this 
[power to none ;but fpiricuall 


| ready to performe this*charge, as 
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on her. dainties : They lurke in 


caucs whiles theſe Lord it in the 
plealantelt.groues. Outward pro-: 
(perity isa falſe note of-eruth : All] 
thelc with. all Iſrael, doth Elyah 
require Ahab to ſummon vnto | 
Carmel, Itis inthe power of Kings | 
5 command che aſſembly of the 
Prophets ;the Prophet {ues tothe 
Prince for the indiftion of this | 
Synode: They arciniurious to $0-! 


yy... A 


hands. How 1s it that Ahab is as 


Elyahto mouc it 2 I dare an{wer 
tor his heart, that it was not 
drawne with loue : Was it out of 
the ſenſe of one judgement, and 
fearc of anotker> bhefmarted with 
che dearth and drought, and 
well 


| 


—  —__—@___—_—_ 


Lrs. 18. Eljah with the Baalites. 


well thinkes Eljah would notbe 
ſo round with bim, fornothing: 
Was it out of an expectation of 


| ſome miraculous exploit which| 
the Prophet 'would doe in rhe| 
ſight of all Iſrael? Or, was it out 

of the ouer-ruling power of the| 


Almighty ; The heart of kings is in 
the hand of God, and he turnes it 


which way ſozuer he pleaſeth. 
Hracl is met together, Ejah rates 


them,notſo much for their ſuper-| 
ſtition,as for their vnſctlednes,and}| 


irreſolution ; One llraclite ſerues 


God,another Baal;yca the fameTf{-] 
raclite perhaps ſerues both God & | 
Baal. How long halt ye betweene two | 
-| opinions? If the Lord be God, follow | 
him;but if Baal, then follow him;No-| 
thing is morc odious to God than 


a-prophanc neutraliry in maine 
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ypright.in a wrong way,is a lefle 
eyc-lore.to God, than.to halr be- 
twixt rightand wrong; The Spirit 
wiſhcth that the Laodicean werc 
cither hot or cold ; cither  tem- 
| per. would be better burnc, than 
ncither, than both ; In reconcile- 


| ate than indifferency both of pra-: 
Ctiſe, and opinion -. but in caſes 

| of ſo neceſlary hoſtility, as þe- 

twixt,God, and Baal, he that is on: 
neither {1deis the deadlieft enemy. 
to bath; Leſſe harcfull arethey to: 
God that ſerue him not at all, than 
they that -ſeruc him with ariuall. | 


Whether out of guilrineſſe, or; 


feare, or vncertainty, Iſrael is ft- 
lent ; yer whiles. their mouth was 


| oppoſitions of religion; To go 


[able differences nothing is more 


'ſhur, their cares wereopen: Itwas| 
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afairemotion of Eljah; I an only| 
remaining a Prophet of the Lord, 
Baals Prophets are foure hundred| 
and. fifty; Let them chooſe one bul- 
locke, let me chooſe another ; Their 
deuotion - ſhall bee combined, | mine | 
fingle ; The God that conſumes the 
ſacrifice by. fire from heauen, let him 
bee God;, Iſracl cannot but. ap-| 
proue it; the Prophets of Baa/| 
| cannot refuſe it z they had the ap- 
pearance ; of the .aduantage, -1n 
\their number, -in- the fauor- of 
| King, and people. Oh ſtrange 
| diſputation,--wherein the argu- 
meat which mult be vicd is fire; 
the. place whence: it muſt! bee 


et 


fetch, heauen; the! mood and fi-| 
gure,.deyotion ; the conclution, | 


death to the oucrgomne. 
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| Had not Eljyah, by divine. in-| 


{ſtin&, 
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ſtint, becneaffured of the euen, | 
| he durſtnor haue put religion vp-| 
on ſuch an hazard ; That God 
commanded him this triall, who 
meant confuſion ro the authors. 
of Idolatry, victory to therruth ; 
His power ſhall beapproued both 
| by fire and by water; firſt by fire, | 
then by water ; There was no leſlc 
terror in the fire, than mercy in 
the raine; It was fit they ſhould 
bee firſt humbled by his terrors, 
that they might be made capable 
of his mercy ; and by both, might 
be won to repentance. Thus (till 
the feares of the law make way 
for the influences of grace, nei- 
ther doc thoſe ſweet and heauen- 
ly dewes deſcend vpon the ſoule, 
ill way be made for them by the 


terrible flaſhes of thelaw. 
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Iuſtly doth Ejah vrge this tri- 
all : Gods ſacrifices were vicdto' 
none but hcauenly fires; whereas 
the baſc and carthly religion of 
the heathen contented it{elfe with 
groſſe and naturall flames. 
The Prophets of Baaldurftnot 
(chough with faint and guilcy 
hearts ) but imbrace the conditi- 
on; they. drefle their bullocke, 
and lay-it-ready vpon the wood ; 
[and ſend out-rheir cries to Baal 
from morning vatill mid-day; 
0 Baal heare vs ;; What a yelling 
| was heere, of foure hundred and: 
 fifry throats, rearing the skics'for 
an anſwer? What leaping was 
 hecre ypon the altar, as if they | 
| would baue climbed vp to feel 
-har fire, which would nor come| 
downe alone 2 Mount Carmel | 
might | 
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| might giue an Eccho to their 
voice, heauen -gaue none;* In 
vaine docthey roare out,and wea- 
chemſelues in: imploring a| 
ke and deafe dcitie; Grauc 
and auſtere Ehjah holds it not too 
{ lightro flour their zealous deuo- 
tion; hee laughes ar their teares, 
[and plaics vpon their carneſt; 
| Cry alond, for hetsaGod, cither het 
| raking, or he is purſuing; or hee is 
trauelling, or he is ſleeping, ans mu} 


be awaked. 
Scornes and taunts are "Y beſt 


ks for ſcrious Idolatry ; Ho-| 
linefſe: will beare vs our-in. diſ-| 
dainfull ſcoftes,” and bitterneſſe 
againſt wiltull ſaperſticion ; No| 
lefſe in the indignation: at theſe | 
| inſulring frumps, cham zeale of | 
| their owne ſafety, andreputation, 


doe 


- —_ 


Þ... | | 
- 


| 


| 


Þ 
| 


| with knives and lancers, and ſo- 


{or accepted the: ſclte-rorrures of 
{ his ſcruants; He loucs trucinward 


| mortification of our'corruptions, 
{he loues cheſubduin 
| ricuall in{urrections, 


{ciſes of ſevere reſtraint; he takes 
[no pleafurein our-bloud, iniour 


| carcaſſes: : They miltake God that 
{thinke to-pleaſe bim by deſtroy- 
[ing that-nature, which hee bath 


——_— ———— 
mt. 
- 


| 
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doe - theſe- Idolatrous Prophets 
now rend theirthroats withincla- 
mations; and'thar they may aſſure 
the beholders they; were nor. jin 
ie{t;rhey cut, and {lafh themſelues, 


—_ 


—_—_—— ——— 


licit the fire with their bloud; 
How much painfulaeſle there 1 's 
in mil-religion? I doe not hinde 
that the true God eucr required 
| 


of our ſpi-| 


y due cxer- 


made; and: meaſure truth by ri- 


, 

fi 

0 

o 

. 

| F1% 

+» 

| 


Land ! 


*s a ltd EI 9s 


jah drew no bloud of himlſeife, | 


{len downein thatforme vpon his | 


| 
| of darkneſſe can nv-more ſhew 


[auoid the” vaquenchable fire in 
| hell': How-cafte were 1t for the 
power of the Almighty to cut 
| thorr all che ryrannicall vſurpa- 
| tions of that wicked one, if his|| 
| wiſdome and'juſtice did notfhinde| 


_— — _ 


—_ 
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oor of outward extremities ; Eli- 


the Pricſts of Baal did ; How 
faines would the Dcuill ( whom | 
theſe Idolaters adored ) haue an- | 
{wered the ſuir of his ſuppliants ? | 
Whar would char ambitious {pi- | 
rit hauc giuen, thatas he was caſt 
downe from heaucn like light-| 
ning, ſo now he might hauefal-| 


altar > 


God forbids it : Allthe powers 


_ —— 


oneflaſh of fire in the aire, than 


the] 


——_— 


the permiſſion thereof viefull to 
his ro purpoles. 
Theſe Idolaters now towards 
cucning, grew ſo much more ve- 
hementr, as they were more hope- 
lefle; and at Jalt when neither 
| their ſhrikes, nor their wounds, 
nor their mad motions could pre- 
| uaile, they ſir downe hoarſe and| 
. | weary ; tormenting themſclues 
[afreſh with their defpaires, and 
with the feares of better ſucceſle 
of their aduerſary ; When Elyah 
calls the people to him ; (the wit-| 
| neſſes of his ſincere proceedings) | 
and taking the opportunity both | 
of the time, ( the iuſt houre of 
the cuening ſacrifice) and of the 
lace, aruined Altar of God,now 
y him repaired, conuinces [rac] 
with his- miracle, and more guts 
| 


—_— 
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cheſs; Baalites' with  enuic, PR 

they had cut dliemelucs with 
chorlancers | 
- Oh holy Propher, why didit 
Pony not ſaue this labour > 'whar 
needed theſe vnſcaſonable repara- 
tions? Was there not an altar, 
was there notafacrifice ready pre-| 
pared to thine hand ? that which | 
[che Prophers of Baal had addrel- 
| ſed;ſtood (till waiting for that firc 
from thee, which the founders | 
| chreatned ia vaine : the ſtones 
| were not morc impure, cither for 
heir touch, or their intentions; 
yer {ſuch was thy deteſtation of 1- 
dolatry, that thou abhorredit ro| 
meddlc with ought, which their| 
wickednelle had defiled : Euen|} 
chatialrar whoſeruines thoudidſt| | 
| thug” "Supa; was mil-erected; 
| Frm Rwy 


a 
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£1 


chough to the name of the true} 
God ; yctdid{tchou had it better 
ro make vp the breaches of that al. 
rar, which was mil-conſecrated to 


vic ofthat pile, which wasidola- 


cannot bebut ſafe to keepe aloote 
| fro participation with Idolaters, e: 
ucn in thoſethings which not on- 
ly in nature,butin vicarevnclean 


. 


—_—. 


WCTc Perucr ted tO Baal : ThePro- 


their Father Iſrael; he regards their 


i... At. Ml. — 


che ſeruiceefthy God,thato make} 


rroully deyored to a falſe god; Ic| 


Elyab layes twelue ſtones in | 
| his repaired altar, . according/.to| 
the number of the Tribes of the| 
Sons of Tacob :. Alas, ten of rheſe| 


phet regards not their preſent A- | 
poltacic; he regards the ancicnt| 


; , | 
couenant, that was made with 


firſt tation, rowhich hee would | 
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reduce them :' hee knew that the 
vnworthineſle of Iſrael could not 
make God forgetfull : hee would| 
|by this monument put {frazl in 
minde of their owne degenerati- 


on, and forgetfulneſſe. Hee em-, 
ployes thoſe many hands for the 
| making a large trench round a- 
| boucthealcar; and caules it to be 
| filled with choſe precious remain- 
| ders of water, which che People 
would haue grudged ro their 


”—_ — __ ——_ a _ 
- 


owne mouthes ; neither would 
| eaſily-haucpartted with, bur ( as 
[thoſe that poure downe a paile 
[full intoa dry pumpe) in the hope 
of fetching more. The altar, & 
[trench js full; A barrell full is| 
poured out foreach ofthe Tribes, 
that cuery Tribe might bee after- 
wards repleniſhed. Abab and 1/- 


rael | 


| | 


nn" 


— ——— 


l 
| | 
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| (hore; and yer more pirhie than 
{hort; charging God with thecare| 


| 


rael are noleſle full of expectation; 
and now, when Gods appointed 
 hourcof the cucning ſacrifice was 
come, Elyahcomes confidently to 


that Tam thy Seruant, and that I haue 
done all theſe things at thy word: Heare 
mee, O Lord heare me, that this people 


and that thou baſt turned their bearts 
backe againe.. 


more tedious, than Elyabs was 


of his couenanrt, of his truth, of | 
his glory, It was Elyah that ſpake 
loud; Oh ſtrong cryes of faith, 


his altar; and looking vp into hea-| 
| uen, ſaycs, Lord God of Abraham, 
Iſaac, and Iſrael, Let it be knowne this | 
day, that thou art God in Iſrael, and| 


may know that thou art the Lord God, | 


The Baalites prayers were not| 


N z that 
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that pierce the heauens, and irre- 
| filtably make their way to the 
| throne of grace ; 1/rae] ſhall well} 
ſee that Elyabs God whom they | 
' haue forſaken, is neither talking, 
nor purſuing, nor trauc[ling, nor 
ſleeping: Inſtancly, che fire of the | 

Lord fals from hcauca and con- Hi 
ſumes the burner ſacrifice, . the} 
wood, theſtones, the dult, and | 
lickes yp the water that was in the 
trench ; With what terror muſt 
Abab and Tfrael needes ſcerhis fire 
rolling downe out of the sky, and 
alighting with ſuch fury ſo necre 
their heads ; heads no lefle fit for 
{chis flame, than the ſacrifice of 
| Elyah; Well might they hauc 
| thought, How cafily might this 
fire haue dilated irſelfe, and hauc 
conſumed our bodies, as well * 


| | the 


—_—— 


> 


| 


' 


| could doe no A than confer} 


wager was for life; Had they pre- | 
| Elyab failed' of eftect ; his head | 


LIB. I 8. Elijah With rhe Baalites. 

the wood and ſtone, & bai lick | 
'vp our bloud, as well as that 
water? '1I- koper not whether 
they had the grace to '\acknow- | 
ledge the mercy of God, they 


wt 


| 


his power, The Lord « God, The 
Lord is God. 

The iron was how hot with 
this heaucnly fire, E/yab ſtayes not } 


| 


till ir cooleagaine, bur ſtrikes im- | 


mediately : Take the Prophets of Ba- | 
al, let not one of theys eſcape. This 


| 


uailed in procuring this fire, and 
had beene forfeited rorhem: no wv, | 
in the contrary ſuccefle,” theirs arc 
loft ro him, Let: no man com-. 

laine that thoſe holyhands were 
loud y ; This ſacrifice was tio. 


N = 1 'S _ Jeff E:: 
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leſle pleafing to God, than that 
| | other, Both the man and the at 
were extraordinary, and led by a 
| peculiar inltin&t ; Neither doth 
the Prophet this without the al- 
ſcar of the ſupreme Magiſtrate; 
who was now fo afte&ed with 
| this miraculous workeg that he. 
| could not in the heat of that con- 
uiction, but allow the iuſtice of 
1 {uch ſentence. Farre beit from vs 
to accule Gods commands or cx- 
ccutions of cruelty ; Ir was the 
| ancient and peremptory charge 
of God, thatthe authors of dola-t 
try and ſedution ſhould dycthe 
dearth; no cye, no. hand might 
|Ipare them : The Prophet doth 
but moouc the performance of 
that Law, which 1jrazl could 


not without {inne hauc omitted. 
| Ir | 


\' 
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emer nes 


[t js 2 mercifull and thanke-wor- 


thy ſcucritic to rid 
the Ring-leadcrs 


| neſle. 


_—  — — m—_ 
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the world of| 


of. wicked- 


—— = G gr 


o 
—— 


{wing of zebel ynder theirpleaſing| 
ſhades; neither will bee ſuffered 
to vndergoc the danger of this 
tall ; the carkeiſes of their fel- 
lowes helpe to fill vp the halfe- 
dry channell of Kſhon; Tuſtice 


|isno ſooncr done than Ahab heares 


—— —_ —_— Al... "> > I” EEO CEE —— 
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147 F Heare no nevves of 


1 4 <0 

IM Ev, the foure hundred 
5 5 Prophets of the 
= orouts ; They Iyc 


—=xs loſe vndt the 


x —a4 


a * 
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— 


| 


| newes of mercy from Elyab; Get 


| thoſe foure hundred and hfry Ba- 
alites,that now, bee may goe eat bis | 
bread With ioy,and drinke his wine with | 
| 4 cheerefull heart : tor God -accep- 


— ——— — 
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_ © _ 


thee op, eat and drinke, for there is a 
ſound of' abundance of raine : Their 


cher parting 'was friendly; It 
leemes Abab had ſpent all that day 
falting in an eager attendance of 
thoſe confliting Prophers ; Ir 
mult needs belate, ere the executi- 
on could be done, Elyabs part be- | 
zan'nor tillthe euening; So farre 
mult the King of 1/rael bee from 


taking thought for rhe maſſacre of 


terhthis worke, and teſtifies 1t 1n 
:henoyſe of much raine;  Euery 


drop of tharIdolatrous bloud was | 


| | ON v8 | . | 
anſwered with aſhowre of raine, 


zeting was nor more harth, than | 


—_— 


with 
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with aſtreame of water, and plen- 
[ty poured downein cucry ſhowre; | 
A ſcnitble bleſſing followes the 
 vnpartiall ſtroaks of ſcuere iuſtice: 
Nothingis more cruel than an vn- 
juſt party, 
No cares but Elyabs could as yer 
perceiue a ſound of raine; the 
clouds were not yet gathered , the 
vapors were not yetriſen,yetElyab 
heares that which ſhall be: Thoſe 
that are of Gods Councell can di- 
| ſcerne either fauours or iudge- 
ments afarre off; the ſlackeappre- 
henſf1ons of carnall-hearts make 
them hard to belecue that, as fu- 
cure, which the quick and refined 
ſenſes of the faithfull percciue as 
preſcor. | 
| 4habgoesvpto his repaſt ; E- 
ljah goes vpto his prayers: _w_ 
ay 


L1B. 18. Elyahrunzing before,@7c. | 


—— — 


day had beene painfullto bim,the 
vehemence. of his ſpirit drawes 
him co a neglect of his body; The 
holy man climbs vp to the top 
of Carmel, that now hee may talke 
| with his God alone : neither is he 
ſooner aſcended, than hee caſts 
himſelfe downe vpon the carth : 
Hebowes his knees to God, and 
bowes his face downe to his 
knees ; by this humble poſture 
acknowledging his awtfull re- 
ſpects to tharMaielty which | hee 
implored ; Wee cannot proſtrate 
our bodies, or ſoules, roo low to 
chat infhowely-glorious Deitic, | 
who is the Creator of both. | 
 Histhoughts were more high 
| than his body was low ; what hee 
{aid we know not, we know that 
| what he ſaid opened the heauens, 
that. 


— cc —__ i. —_ 
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| which wee would hauc him doe: 
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that for three yeares and an halfe| 
bad beene {hur vp; God hadfaid | 
before, 1 will ſend raine opon the 
earth; yer Eljah mult pray for| 
| what God didpromiſe; The pro- 
miles of the Almighty do nor dif-| 
| charge our prayers, but ſuppoſe. 
them ; he will doc what he vader- 
| rakes , but wee mult ſue for that 


en In 
— 


| Our petitions arc included in the 
decrees, in the ingagements of 
| God. 
| The Prophet had newly ſeene 
and cauſed thefire ro deſcend im- 
mediately out of heauen, hee doth 
not looke the water ſhould do ſo; 
he knew that the raine muſt come. 
from the clouds, and that the: 
[clouds muſt ariſe from yapours, 

[and thoſe vapours from the-Sea, 
thence} 

F "9 
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thence doth he expectthem ; Bur | 
as not willing that the thoughts 
of his fixed deuotion ſhould bee 
diſtracted, he doth notgo himſelf, 
only ſends his feruant ro bring 
him the newes of his ſuccefle : Ar 
{che firſt ſight nothing appears : 
Seuen times mult he walk to that 
| proſpect; and not till bis laſt view 
| can diſcerne ought: All chat while | 
is che Propher in his prayers, nei- 
ther is any whitdaunted with that 
| delay : Hopeholds vp the head of 
our holy deſires, and perfcucrance 
crownesit: If we recciue not an 
anſwer ro our ſuits at the fixch | 
motion, wee1nay not beeour of 
countenance, but mult try the 
ſcucnth : Ar laſt, alittle cloud. a- : 
riſes out of the Sea, of an hand 
| bredth ; So many, fo feruent pray- 

ers | | 
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ers cannot bur pull water out of 
heauen as well as fire : Thoſe] 
f1ghes reflect vpon the earth, and 
from the carth refle&t vpon hea- 
ven, from heauen rebound vpon 
the Sea,and raiſe vapors vp thence 
to heauen againe; If wee find that 
our prayers arc heard for the ſub- 
ſtance, wee may not cauill at the 
quantiry ; Euen an hand-broad 
cloud contents Elyab, and fills his 
heart full of ioy and thankfulneſſe, 
Hee knew well this meteor was 
nor at the biggeſt, it was newly | 
borne ofthe womb ofthe warers, 
andin ſome minutes of age muſt 
grow to a large ſtature; ſtay bur a 
while and heauen is couerea with 
it; From how ſmall beginnings 
hauegreat matrersatiſen? It is no 
otherwile in all the gracious pro- 
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| [ceedings af God with the fouls 


{carceſcnſ:bleare thoſe firlt works | 


of his ſpirit in the heart, which 


grow yp at laſtro the wonder of 
men, andapplauſc of Angels. 

Well did Elyab know that God, 
whois perfection it ſelfe, would 
not defile his hand with an in- 


choate and ſcanted fauour :; as one! 


therefore that fore-ſaw the face of 
heauen-ouer-ſpred with this clou- 
dy ſpot,hefends ro Ababro baſten 


his charer, that theraine ſtop him | 


nor; Ictis long ſince 4bab feared 
this let; neuer was the newes ofa 
danger more welcome : Doubt- 


eſſe the King of Iſrael whiles hee | 


was at his diet, lookt long for E- 
ljabs promiſed ſhowers; where is 
the raine whoſe ſound the Pro-- 
phet heard > how is ir that his 


bm 


Ccarcs 
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cares were ſo much quicker, than 
ourcyes? Weſave his fire to our 
terror, how gladly would we fcc 
his waters? When now the ſeruant 
of Elijah brings him newes from 
heauen, that the clouds were ſet- 
| ting forward, and {it he haſtened 

not) would be before him : The 
wind ariſcs, the clouds gather, 
the sky thickens ; Ahab betakes 
him to his charet ;  Eljab girds,vp 
 hisloynes, and runs before him : 
|Surely-the Propher could nor 
| want the offer of more caſc in his} 
| paſſage ; but hee will bee for the 
| time Aþabs Iacquey, thatrhe King 
{and all /radl may ſce his humility 
no [cfſe than his power, and;may 
| confcſſe that the! glory of thoſe 


{| miraclcs hath not made himinſo- 


lent. Heknew that his very fight 


was 


_ 


——— 
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| was monitorie; neigher could A-| 
| habs minde. bebelide the:mirgcu- | 


Ce ED RON NIRO 
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lous works of God, whiles his eye 
| was ypon Eljab;acicher could che 
Kings hcart bee othersyiſe than 
well affected: towards the Pro- 
phet, whiles he ſaw thathimlſelfe, 
andall Iſrael, had recciued' a new 
Lite by his\procurement. But 


Certainely. Ahab minced, nothing 
| of therepott of all thoſe altonifh-! 


thoſe Baalites, he made the belt of. 
Elqabs merits,q, he told of his chal- 
lenge, conflict, victory, of the fire 
that fell downe from heauen, of 
the conuiction of 1/ragl; of the va- 


auoidable - execution, of the Pro-} 


phets, of che prediction and fall 
O of 


what newes. was here for Tezebel J 


[ing accidents :-' If burtg faluc vp | 
his ownethonour, inthe death of | 


— _— 


.——..t—_ 
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| Almighty ; No' reaſonable crea- 
| ture can doubr,afterſo prodigious | 


| mand fire and water ſhal be ours; 
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of thoſe happy ſhowers, and laſtly 


{of Ejabs officious attendance. 
| Who: would nor haue expected 


| 


| no ſtriving, no dallying with the 


a deciſion; God hath wonnevs 
from heauecn, he muſt poſleſle vs : 
| Tuſtly arc our ſeducers perifhed 
| None but the God that can com- 


Thereis no Propher but his : But 
ſhee contrarily, in ſtead'of relen- 
ting, ragerh; and ſends a meſſage 
of dearh,to Eljub; So let the Gods 
doe tome, "and more alſo, if I make not. 
| thy life, as the life of one of them by to 
| m9rrow abont this time : Neither 
{courges,nor fauors can work any 


thing with the obltinarely wic-| 


OO EE_. 


that Zzebel ſhould haue ſaid ; Iris | 


| ked; 


et. 
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ked; All cuill hearts are not equal- 


ly diſ-affe&td ro good ; Abab and 
lezebel were both bad cnough , 


yet Abab ycelds to that worke of | 


God, which Tezezbe! ſtubbornly 


oppolceth; Abab melts with thar | 


water, with that fire, wherewith 
lezebelis hardened : Ahab was bath- 


fully, I:zebel audacioully impious. | 


The weaker ſex is cuer common- 
ly (tronger in paſſion; and more 


vehemently carried with the ſway | 


of their deſires, whether to good 
orcuill: She {weares, and itamps 


at that whereat (hee ſhould haue | 


trembled. Shee ſweares by thoſe 
oods of hers, which were not a- 
bleto faue their Prophets, that ſhe 


will kill che Prophet of God, who | 
had ſcorned her gods, and ſlaine | 


her Prophets. 
O > It 


| 
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It is well that Tezebel could nor 
keepe counſel]: Her threat pre- 
ſerued him, whom ſhe had meant 
to kill: The wiſdomeand power 
of God could haue found eualtr 


— un 


{ecrefie; but now,he needs no 0- 


ther mcanes of reſcue, but her own 
lips : Sheis noleſſe vaine,than the 
gods ſhe ſweares by: In ſpight of 
her fury, and her oath, and her 
gods, Eljah ſhall liue: Ar once (hal 
{hee finde her ſelfe fruſtrate, and 


bite het tongue, to cather heart for 
anger, at the diſappointment of 
hercruel] Vow. Ir wereno liuing | 
for godly men,if the hands of Ty-1 
rants were allowed to be as blou- 


ons for his Prophet, in her greateſt 


forſ[worne : Shce is now ready to | 


tt 


uilsare ynder the reſtraint of the} 


AL.| 
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{19ncs more lauilh, than their exe- 
curions ſhorr. 
Holy Elijah flecs for his life; we 
heare not of: the command of 
God, but wee would willingly 
prelſuppoſeit; So diuine a Pro- 
pher ſhould doenothing withour | 
| God; His heeles were no new re- 
fuge; As no- where ſafe within | 
theren Tribes, he flees to Beerſhe- 
| ba, in the territories of Iudahzas nor 
| there ſafe, from the machinations 


journey) into the wildernefle ; 
| there he {its him downe vndera | 
luniper tree, and (as weary of life, 
no lefſe than of his way) withes 
| ctoriſe no more. 1: isenongh now, 0 
Lord, take away my life, for I am not 
better thanmy Fathers Oh ſtrange | 


Almighty ; neither are their de- | 


\ > 


{ of Tezebel,he flecs alone (one dayes | 


O and | 


> » 
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| and yvncouth mutation ! What is 
| this we heare? Eljah fainting and|. 
[giuing vp? thar heroicall ſpirit 
dciected, and proſtrate? Heethar | 
durſt ſay tro Ahabs face, It is thon, 

and thy fathers houſe that troubleth I{-| 
racl; hethat could raiſe the dead, 
open and ſhuttheheauens, ferch 
 downe both fire, and water, with 
his prayers; hee that durſt chide 
and conteſt with all 1/rael, that 
durſt kill the foure hundred and 


fifry Baalites,with the ſword; doth 
he (ſhrinkeatthe frowns & threats 
of a woman 2 doth he wiſh to be 
[rid of his life, becauſe he feared to 
loſe it? Who can expect an vn-| 
daunted conſtancy from flethand 
| bloud, when Eljab failes > The 
ſtrongeſt and holieſt Saint ypon 
carth 1s ſubic&t ro ſome qualmes 
Pu , of 


"I" 
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| 


| 
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—— 


of feare, and infirmity : To be al- 
waics and ynchangeably good, is 
proper onely to the glorious Spi- 
rits in heauen: Thus the wiſe and 
holy God will haue his power 
perfited in our weakenefle; Ir is 


before Wc. 


AY —= <p ee ———_ _——_— 


I” cnn” 


in vaincfor ys, whilcs wee carry 
| chis fleſh about vs, to hope forſo 
| cxaCt health, as not to bee caſt 
downeſomctimes with fats of ſpt- 
rituall diſtemper. Ir is no new 
| thing for holy men to wiſh for 
death; Who can cither marnel] 
| at, or blame the deſire of aduan- | 
tage? For the weary traveller to} 
long forreſt, rhe priſoner forli-| 
| berty, the baniſhed for home, it is | 
ſo naturall, that the contrary dit-| 
| poſition were monſtrous : The} 
beacfir of the change is a juſt mo- } 

tiucto ourappetition; burrocall 
Q 4. for | 


. .  -- 2 _— _= 
ah — 


CY CCC” 


| out of an/impaticnce of ſuffering, 


Saint : Iris not-cnough, O Eljyob; 
God hath more workyert for thee: 
thy God hath more honored thee, 
chan thy fathers, and thou tale 
liue to honor him. + 

Toile and forrow haue lalled 
the Prophet afleep, vader his Iuni- 
| per tree; - that wholeſome ſhade 
| peas veel! choſen, for his repoſe : 
whiles death' was called for, the! 
| cozen of death comes vabiddent ] 
| The Angell of God waits on him 


ee. 
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PU death out of a ſatiery wy Life | 


[is a weakeneſle vnbeſeeming' a | 
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| 


in that hard lodging,; no wilder- 
| neſſe is too folicary for the atten- 
| dance of thoſe bleſled ſpirits; As, 
he is guarded, ſo is hee awaked by! 
that meſſenger of God; and-flir- 
red vp from his reſt; to his repaſt;' 


whiles 


= —_— « . . . Py 
—_ —_ a 
—— td A... ———...4 


— 
———— 


ED _— 
whiles hee ſlept, his breakfaſt is| 
madercady for him, by thoſeſpi- 
rituall hands; There Was a cake ba- 
| [kenon the coales , andacruſe of Water 
| at his bead : Oh the! neuer-ceafing 
care and -prouidence of the 'Al- 
mightic, notto be barred by -any 
place, byany condition; when 
meanes are wanting to vs, when 
we are wanting to our {clues, whe | 
to God, cuen then doth he follow 
vs with his mercy, andcaſtfauors 
vpon vs, beyond,againlt expeCta- 


it. 


| doth hee make for'his ſeruant? 
| One while the rauens, then the | 
| Sarcptan, now the Angell ſhall be 
| his Cator ; noneof them withour 
Ja miracle. Thoſe other prouided 
{for him waking, thisfleeping ; O 
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| tion : What varicty of puruciance| 


| God, the cycofthy-prouidence is | 


NOT} 
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| not dummer , the hand of thy po. 
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weris not ſhorter ; onely reach 
chou vs to ſcruec thee, to truſt 


thee. | 


| 


| 


ITS 


——— I. 
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| Needes muſt the Prophet car, | 


lour ; and now the {ccond time is 


and drinke, and ſlecpe with much 
comfort, whiles heſaw that he had 
ſuch a guardian,attendant,puruci- 


he raiſed, by that happy touch, to 
his meale, & his way : Ariſe and eat, | 
becauſe the iourney is too great for thee. | 
What nceded he to traucll further, 
{ich that diuine power could as 
well proteCt him in the wilder- 
neſle, as in Horeb? What necded 
heto cat, ſince hee that meant to | 
ſuſtaine him forty daics with one 
meale, might as well haue ſultai- 
ncd_ him withour it? Godis a} 


| moſt free Agent, neither will bee! 


tied, 


| 


| 


finde not where God cuer ho- 


' 
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tied to the termes of humane re- 
oularities : It is enough that hee 
knowes,and approues thereaſons 
of his owne choice , and com- 
mands: Onccin forty dayes and. 
= ſhall Eah cat, to teach vs 

what God can doe wih little 

meanes: and but once,to teach vs 

what he can doe without meanes: 
Once ſhall the Prophet cat, Man| 
lines by bread; and but once, Man 
lines not by bread onely , but by euery 

word that proceeds out of the mouth of 
God; Moſes, Elijah, our Sauiour 
faſted cach of them forty daies, 

and fortie nights: the three great| 
faſters mer gloriouſly in Tabor : I 


—_— 


—— 


noured any man for feaſting ; It] 
is abſtinence, nor fulneſlc, that | 
makes a man capable of heauenly 
viſ- 


tt 


On cnn 
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viſions, of divine olory. 


| ſhall Eljab ſee him : one and the | 


[2 command :. Hee is hid ſure e- 
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The iourney was not of it ſelfe | 
ſolong; the Prophet rooke thoſe 
wayes z thoſe houres which his 
heart gaue him : In the very ſame 


mount where Moſes firſt ſaw God, 


famecaue (as is very probable) 
was the recepracle.to both ; Ir 
could not bee bur a great conhir- 
mation to Elyah,to renue the fight 
of thoſe ſen{ible monuments of | 
Gods fauour, and protection, to 
his faithfull predeceſſor. Moſes 
came to ſce God in the bufh of 
Horeb; God came to finde Elyab 
in the caue of Horeb : What docſt 
thou here, Elyah? Theplace was 
directed by a prouidence, .not by 


| 


— 


'nough from Tzebe] ;heecannor be 


hid 
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hid from the all-ſceing eye of | 
God. ' Whither ſhall I goe from thy 
| Spirit ? or Whither ſhall Tflie from 
thy preſence * If Taſcend op into Fiea- 
yen, thou art 1bere; if Imake my bed mn 
Hell, bebold thou art there ; If T take 
the wings of the morning and dwell in | 
the vetermoſt parts of the Sea,enen there 
ſhall thine band finde mee, and thy right | 
| hand ſhall bold me : Twice hath God 
propounded the ſamequeſtion to| 
Eljah : Oncein the heart, once in | 
the mourh of the caue : Twice 
| doth the Propher anſwer, in the 
ſame words : Had the firſt anſwer 
ſatisfied, the queſtion had nor 
becne re-demanded. Now, that 
ſullen anſwer which Eljah gaucin 
| the darkneſſe of the caue is ch al-} 
lengedinto "98 a not with- 


| out an awfull preface. The Lord 
| firſt | 


— __— —— ow 
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« | 

- | 

| , as . 


— 


A... 


ht... 


1 


212 | Contemplations. ' L1B.18. 


firſt paſſeth by him with the terri- 
ble demonſtrations of his power. 
y [A greatand ſtrong wind rent the 
mounraines, and brake the rockes 
in peeces ; That tearing blaſt was 
from God, God was not in it : So 
was hecin itas in his other extra-: 
ordinary workes ; not fo init, as 
by itto impart himſelfe ro Ejab : 
ic was the yſhicr, nor the carriage 
of God; Afterthe windcamean |} 
Earthquake, more fearfull than ir: | 
Thar did but moucthe ayre, this | 
thecarth; that bcat vpo ſome pro- 

| minences ofcarch,this ſhook ic fro 

the Center; After the earth-quake 
camea fire more fearfull than ci- 

ther. Theother afteed the care, 

che fecling ; bur this lets in horror | 
into the Soulc, by the cyc, the 


quickelt, and moſt pproenione 
| OT | 
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of the ſenſes. Elyah ſhall ſee Gods | 


mighty power inthe earth, ayre, 
fire, before hee heare him in the 
ſoft voice ; All theleare buthoy- 
ſtrous harbingers of a meeke, and 
{till word ; In that God was ; Be- 
hold, in that gentle and milde| 
breath there was omnipotency ; 
there was but powerfulncfle in 

thoſe fiercerepreſentations; There 
is not alwayes the greateſt efficacy 
| where is the greateſt noiſe : God 
| louesro make way for himſclfeby | 
| terror, but hee conuaies himſclte 
[to vs, in {weetnefle : It is happy. 
| for vs if after the guſts and flaſhes 
| of the Law, wee haue heard the 
| ſoft voice of Euangelicall mercy. 
| Inthis very mount, with the | 
ſame horror had God deliuered 
| his Law to Moſes and Iſrael : Iris 


no 
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| NO argell if Eljab wrap his facc ol 


Eljahraifovir: Heehatrh nor lefr 


| one word behind him inthe caue: 
I hane beene wvery iealous for the Lord| 


_—_ —_—_—_— 
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in'his mantle. : His obcdience 
drawes him forth ro the mouth of 
thecaue, his feare {till hides his 
head : Had there not beene much 
courage in the Prophets faith, hee 
had not. ſtood out theſe affright- 
full fore-runners of thediuine pre- 
ſence, though with his face couc- 
red: The very Angels dono leſle, 
before that: all-glorious Maieſtic 
than vaile themſclues with their 
wings: Fatre bee it from vs once, 
ro thinke of that infinice,and om- | 
niporent Deitie, wichour an hum | 


ble awfulneſfle. 


Feare changes not thetenor af 


God of bo$is, becauſe the children of I/- 


rael| 


- 
bs _OEED an 
- 
a a 


| of Ebofts, chan.l was fcarctull of le- 


| 37be]: Weareall willing to make | 


| ſation , hee ſpends vpon thecoum- 
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rael baue forſaken -thy - Cournant ,| 
| throwne downe thine Altars, aud flame 
thy Prophets With the ſword, and L,euen 
Tonely, am left, and they ſeeke my life to 
| take it away. I hcare nor a direct 
[anſwer from the Propher to the 
| demand of God ; then he had faid, 
[run away from the threats of He- 
[ z2bel, and here L hide my:head | 
| from her malicious purſuir;; His 
| 0uifrinefſe: would not: let: him 
{peake outall: He had rather ſay, 
I baue beene tealous for the Lord God | 


i. 


Aft 


the belt of our owne caſe::- bur 
what he wants of his owneaccu- 


plaint of I/rael. 'Neither doth hee 


| morc bemone himſclfe, chan cx- 


claime againſt them, as Apoltates | 


from | 


ho Ah AE. 


il. 
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tte. _ He 


from Gods Couenant, Violaters 


[ 


of his: Altars , murtherers of his 
Prophets : It muſt needs bee a| 
deſperatecondition of 1/rael, that 
driucs Eljah to indite them before 
the throne of God : That rongue 
of his-was vicd to plead for them, 
ro ſue fortheir pardon, it/could 
norbebuta forceable wickednes, 
[fat makes ittheiraccuſcr. Thoſe 
Idolatrous Tfraelites were well for- 
ward-to reformation : The fire 
and raincfrom heauenat the prai- 
> of Eljabhadwonne them toa 
icorne of Baal; onely the vio- 
lence of Tezebelturned the ftream, 
and now they are-re-{crled in im-! 


Foote io ' 
pictic ,'and perfecurte him foran 


caemy, whom they almoſt ado- 
red for a benefaftor ; otherwile, 


| Eljab had not complained of 


what 
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| what they had beene 3 | Who 
| would thinkeit 2  Zegebel can. doc 
morethan Elyah; No miracle is 
fo preualent with the yulgar, as 
the ſway of authoricy, whetherto 


good, or euill. 

Thou arc deceiued , O Elyah ; 
| Thouarrt not left alone; neither 1s | 
lall razl rainted';} God hath chil-| 
dren and Prophets in; 1/rael, | 
{though thou {cerhem not; Thoſe 
cleere eyes of the Seer diſccrne 
not. the ſecret ſtore of God ; 
they look't not into Obadiah: 
caues, they look't not. into. the 
cloſers of the religious 1/raelites; 
hee that ſees the hearc, can lay, 
Thane left me ſeuen thouſand in Ijral, 
all the knees which hauecnot bow- 
[cd ro Badl,and cucry mouth which 
[hath not kiſſed him : According 
P 2 ro 
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ts otic fathion of the wealch y,God 
pleaſcrh himſelfe in bidden trea- | 


furniſhcd with holy clicors, in the 
midſt of the foulcit deprauations 


_— ns _ "TY 


_—O—©_— 


ſures; itis enough that his owne 


he,ncuer wil he leauc bimſelfe vn- 


of his Church: The f1ght of his 
faithful ones hach fornertzunies been 
loſt, ncuer the beivg: Doe your 
worls: O yee Gates of Hell, God 
will hike his owne;He tha could: 


foundation 1s ſure, God knoweth 
It was a true cordiall for Elyahs 
ſolitarincfſe, that hee had ſeuen 


chouſand inuiſfibleabertors ; -nei- 


weakneflc,to haue companions in 
oood for che wickedneſle of }- 
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| cles bchold his riches : Neuer gid | 


 haue more, will kaue ſome: char} 


' Þho are hy. 


cher is it a ſmall comforc to our | 


7ael 
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rae God hath another receir ; the | 
oyle of royall, and propheticall 
vation; Elyab muſt anvint Ha- | 
zael king of Syria, tebu King of 1/- 
rael ; Eliſha tor his ſacceſſo.. All 
theſe ſhall reuenge the quarrels of | 
| Gud, and him; one (hall begin, 
| cheorher ſhall proſecute, the fs 
| {hall perfe&t the vengeance vpon 
| 1[rael. | 
A Prophet. ſhall aucnge: the 
wrongs done to a Prophet : Eliſha 
[13 found, notin his ſtudy, bur, in 
the field ; not with a books aa his) 
hand, but a plough; His father 
Shaphat was 2 rich farmer in Abel- 
M-bolah, himſelfe was a good hus- 
band ; traind vp, w6q in the] bs 
hooks of the Prophers, bur, in 
| chethrifry trade of tillage: and be- | 


_ | hold, this was theman, whom | 
rival bg 3 God 
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God will picke out of all Irael For 
a Prophet; God fceth nor as wan 
{eeth : | Neither: doth hee chooſe 
men becauſe ' they are fir, bur 


| therefore firs them, becaule hee 


bathchoſen rhem;his call is abouc 


| all earthly mſtirution. 


Theare nor of ovghe that Eljah 


ſaid: Onely hee caſts his cloake 


vpon Eliſha in the paſſage; — 
mantle; that a& was'vocall : 
gether with this ſtgne, "ove in- 
{tinct reacheth the:amazed ſonne 
of Shaphat that he was def1gned to 
an higherworke, to breaks vp the 
fallow grounds of Iſrael, by bis 
prophericailfunCtion ; 'Hefindes 
a ſtrange vertucin thac robe; and 


runs a'ter-Eljah; and ſues for the 


Teaue 


th A. OR... 
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(asif his hearr were changed with. 
that habit ) forgers his rerne, /atd: 


ne eee 
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lcaucof a farewell roi his Parents, 
ere he had any buta dumbe:com- 
mand to follow; ; The ſcorer call 
of God offers an-inward force-ro 
the heart, and inſenſ{ibly drayes 
vs beyond the power ofourreſt- 
ſtance : Grace is no'enemie to. 
good nature; well maythe rc- 
(peCtsto ourcatthly parents ſtand 
with our duties to! our Father in| 
heauen. I doc nor fee Eliſha wring 
| his hands and deplore his condi-: 
tion, that he ſhall leauc the world, 
and follow a Propher, but for the 
ioy of that change, hee makes a 
_ [feaſt : thoſe oxen, thoſe vtenſils | 

|of husbandry vehcreon his for- 
merlabours had beene beſtowed, 
(hall now bee gladly. deuored to 
thecclebration of that happy day, 
wherein hee is honoured with ſo 


P4 bleſſed 
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| 746 entcr into the works of our | 


bleſſed'an imployment; It wich 


deſire, if with cheeretulnes we do 


heaucnly Maſicr, they arenorlike 
| ro-proſper in our hands: Hee js 
notworthy ofthis ſpirituall ſari-| 
on; who. holds not the ſer- | 
; »ice of God his higheſt, 
- +} 5 his richeſt preter- 
» MeEat. 


" Contemplarions | 
VPON THE OLD 
TESTAMEN T. 


The 19". Booke. 


Wherein are 
| Ahab and Benhadad. 
Ahab and Naboth. 
Ahab and Michaiabh, 
| or,thedeathof Ahab. 
Ahaxah ficke, Elyjah reuenged. | 
The Rapture of Elyah. 
Eliſha Healing the waters, 
| Curfing the Children, 
Releeuing the three kings. 
Eliſha with the $hunamite. 
Naaman and Eliſha. 
Eliſha raifing the yron, 
blinding the Syrians. 


- [The Famine of Samaria releeued. 
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and'dearely honored © 
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RW) (hip, vrder Whoſe happy 
ſhade they receined'their firſt concep- 
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haue I ( not driven by force, but 
| drawne by pleaſure ) ſlept thus long, 
ſweetly ſafzly;and hauz receined theſe 
| Angelicall touches: ' How iuſtly may 
my | your £ard[bip claime the fruits of 
your owhe fatours? Your carefiul | 
ſtudies inthisbooke of God, ate fit to 
bee exemplary ;. which haue ſo en- | 
riched you, that your teacher ſhall 
{ gains. ' In this" teach of diuine | 
KH rhoughts, you(hal ſee:Benhadads in- 
ſolence taken downe by Ahabs vifo- 
ry, an humble ( though Idghatrous ) 
lfraclite carrying it from an Tart 
ting Pagan : You ſhull ſee in' Ahab 
| the impotent paſiions of greatneſſe, 
in Naboth, bleeding honeſty ; in le- 
| zebel bloudy hypocrifee, cruel craft, | 
plotting from hell, pretending from 
| heauen 7 Youſballſee the wofull ſuc- 
ceſſe of an coniuſt mercy!; Ahab for- 
| et faiting | 
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| The « Epiſtle Dedicatorie 


Fiiting what hee gaue, killed by him, 
| whom 3 hos ſhould haue Killed; You| 
ſhall ſee reſolute Michaiah oppofing 
the mercenary $ynode of Prophets, al 
beaten rviftor, an impriſoned Bag: 
man; You foal [ee Ahaziah falling 

through his graie; Elijah elimbing 
Vþ his mount jnounting Þþ to his glo- 
ry; fetching fire from heaucn, fetch't 
by afrerycharet to heauen. Eliſha the 
heire of bis mantle; of his ſpirit, no| 
leſſe marucllous i in his beneficences, in 
his ©t es. What doe I foretell 
all? Mee thinkes Ifeele my ſelfe now 
| 200 like an Tralian hoſt, thus to meet | 
your Lordſhip on the way, and 
| 70 promiſe before-hand your fare, and | 
intertainment  Letit pleaſe your 
Lordſhip rather to ſee and allow your 
cheere ; of ndeed the feaſt is Gods,and | 


not mine, wherein ſtore ſtrives with | 
de In 4 
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A 
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ata 


T 


he Epiſtle Dedicatoric, 


delicacie ; If my cookery hurt it not, 
it isenough ; Through your hands, 
I commend it to the world, as I doe 
| your Lordſbip, and my honorable 
g00d Lady to the gracious protettion 
of the Almightie ; iuſtly Vowing 
my ſelfe 


| \ Your Lordfhips in all 
faithfull obſeruaxce fir 


eucr to command, 
| \ 


Ios: Haiti. 


| HADAD, 


FEE ETD ESE | 


| this calc, proued worle than the 


Ls and B = n- 


Here is nothing morc 
dangerous for any 


PS forraigne powers, for 
rep na logureor of an home-bred 


encmic; the remedy hath oft in 


diſcaſe.. La King of Indah im- 
plores the aid of Benbadad, the Sy- 


rian, againſt Baaſha King of Iſracl 


to ſet his foot in ſome out-skirt- 
 townes of Trae]; and now thelc 


ds. ett —_ Ai. et _———— 


) ſtare, than to call in| 


That ſtranger hath good colour 
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ſerue 
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{cruc him but for thehandlell of 
more; Such ſ{weerneſſe doth thar | 
Elomite finde in the oilc of Iſrael, 
tharhis ambition will not take vp 
| with Icfle thai all ; 'Hee' thar cn- | 
tred as a Friend, will proceed as a 
| Conqueror; and now aimes at no 
lefſerhan Samaria it ſelfe, the heart, 
 Irhethead of theten 'Tnbe:: There 

| was no*cauſe'ro;hope for bettet 
{{ucceſ{vot ſo' pertidious a League 
with an Infidell: : Whocan looke 
forother thanwarre whence lces 
| 4hab-and{:zebelin the throne; 1/-| 
rael inthe groucs/and'temples of 
Baal:m'® The ambition of Ben- 
hadad was not fo:much guilty of 
this warre, as the [dolatry of rhat 
wicked nation ;- How can they 
expeCt peacefromiecarch, who doe 
wiltully fight againſt heauen? Ra- 


” 


ther 
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ies will the God'of Hoſts arme 
\che brute, the ſenſeleſlſe creatures 
again(t an J/rael, than he will ſuffer} 
| their defiance vnrevenged. Ahab | 
| and Benhadad are well matched ; | 
[an idolatrous [{raclite, withapa- 
ganiſh Idumean ; well may God| 
plague each with' other , who — 
| meanes Vengeance to them both. 
| Ahab findes- himlclfe hard preſſed 
with che ſiege; and therefore is | 
glad ro enter into treaties of | | 
peace ; Benbadad knowes his owne | 
arecigels'; and offers infolent con- 
dicions, Thy filuer and thy gold us | 
| mine, thy ines alſo and thy children, 
| enen the goodlieſÞ are mine. It is a | 
fearcfull ching to bein the mercy 
of an enemy; In caſe of hoſtility | 

might will carue for itfelfe: Abab | | 
mh after the diuiſfzon of Iudab, | 


CE. _ was | 


| 
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was but halfe. a King; Benbadad 
had two and thirty Kings to at- 
'rend him ;- What cqualircy was in 
this oppoinion ? Wiſely doth A- 
 bab therefore, as a-rced in a rem- 
 pelt; ſtoopero this violent charge” 
of ſo potent/an caemy : My Lorg, 
0 King, according to thy ſaying, T I am 
| thine, ra allthat Thane : It is notfor 
the  oucr-powred to capitnlatre; 
Weakneſſe may not argue, but 
| yeeld. Tyrannyis bur drawne on 
| by ſubmiſſion; and wherejr finds 
from and deietion, inſulteth. 
Benhadad notcontent with theſo- 
'ucraigntyof Ababs goods,calls for 
the poſſeſſhon; Abab had offered 
the Doclinipa: with rcſeruation | 
of his faboftlivar iatereſt : hee 
witl bea tributary, ſo he may bee 


| 3h owner: Benbadad imperioully. 
| :6499 * belides | 


—— 
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King of Iſrael to cnioy thoſe 
chings arall, which he would in- 
toy but vnder the fauour of tha' 
predominancie. Ouer-(trained 
lubiction rurnes deſperate; il 
conditions be impoſed worſethan 
dearh, there needs no long difpu- 
cation oftheremedy; The Elders 
of Iſrael'( whole ſhare was propor- 


| cionubly in this danger) harten 
Abab to a deniall : which yer 


comes our ſo fearctully, as that ir 


peremprory indignation of the 


people,” than proceeding our of a- 


| ny generoſity/ of his Spirir': Nei- 


ther doth heſay, I will nor, bur, 1 


would" have" raken ir in foule 


[191 Q 2 {corne 
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| beſides the command, calls for | 
thepropriety ; and ſuffers \northe 


appeares rather extotted by the | 


may not: Theproud Syrian( who 


—- —— CY 


| 
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had ſent for all the heads of 1/rael) 
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"IE ro be denied, though hee 


ſnuffes vp the wind like a wilde| 
Aſſe in theWilderneſle, and brags, | 
and threats, and ſwcares ; The gods 
doe ſo to me, and more alſo, if the duſt 
of Samaria ſhall ſuffice for bandfulls 
for all the people that follow mee: Not 
the men, not the goods, onely of 
Samaria ſhall be carried away cap- 
tiue, but rhe very carch whereon 
ic ſtands; and this, with how 
much caſc? No Souldicr ſhall need 
ro becharged with more than an 
bandfull, ro makea valley where 
the mother City of Iſrael once 
ſtood : Oh vaine boaſter ! in 
whom I knownor whether pridc 
orfolly be more eminent : Victo- 
ric is to bee atchicued, not to he 


{worne; future eucnts arc no mat- 
ter 


ht 


| 


| full Aight; Ir is well, if chey can 


_— —————_ 
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ter of an oarh ; Thy gods (if chey 


| 
| 


led as witneſſes of thy intentions, 
not of chat ſuccefle, whereof thou 
wouldſt bes the Author withour 


chem : Thy gods can doe nothing 


had beene) might haue beene cal-} 


IE” HM — he... Ct 


to thee, nothing for thee, nothing 
forthemſelues ; all thine Aramites 
ſhall notcarry away one corne of 
ſand out of l{rael,except it be vpon 
the ſoles of theirfeer,intheir ſhame 


carry backe thoſe skins, that they 
brought thither : Let not him that 


bee that putteth it off : There is no 


of them is of the Lord. 
Abab was lewd, but Benhadad 


girdeth on bis harneſſe boaſt bimſelfe as | 


| 

| cauſe ro feare that man thar truſts | 
in himſclfe : Man may caſt the 
| dice of warre, bur the diſpoſition 


_—————— 
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was \ dafelons. It VOWP INS Abab 


ſhall be {courged with the rod of 
Benhadads fcare ;| Benbadad (hall be 


[reuebge; Ofall'things God wall 


{elfe:contident yaunter ;; afier E. 
lyahsflight and complains, yer a 
þ oetats addreſſed ro 4bab ; Thus 


| 


great multitude ? bebold I'will deliner it 


know that I am the Lord : Who. can 
wonger enough. at this vaweari- 
able mercy of God: > Afcer the fire 
and. raine! fetcht: miraculouſly 


much, pertormed nothing, yet a- 


——c{ 


{mitten with te-frord of Ahabs | 


not endure a preſumptuolts,-and| 


—_— 


faith the Lord , Haſl thou ſeene all this| 
into thine hand, thu day, and:thou ſhalt | 


[fromHeauen, Ahab had promiſed | 


gaine will God bleſle and ſolicit | 
him wich viory; One of thoſe] 


| Prophets nhojh: m perſecuted to! 
death, | 


wo 
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dearh, (hall EP his deiedtion 
| with he newes of deliverance FE: 
and rriumph: : Had this great work | | 

| beene wrought. without premo- <7 
| 11t10n ; either chance, 'or Baal, ot 
| the golden  catues had earricd. | 
|away the thankes : Before band | 
therefore ſhall A4bab know both 
the Author and themeanes of his 
victory ; God forthe Author, the 
rwo hundred thirty two young 
men of the Princes forthe means; 

What are theſe for the Vant:pard. 
and ſeacn thouſand Ifraclites' for 
the *maine barrel], againſt rhe 
troups of three and thirty Kings, 
| and as many centuries of Syrians, 

as TraeFhad ſingle ſouldiets 2 An 
| equaliry of noumber Hhad'taken a-| 
| way the wonder ofthe enene; bur 


| now, the GoU'of hoſts will bee 
Og OL 


— 
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| chingsrhrough thee that ſtrengrh. 
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confeſſed in this ifſue, not the va- 
lour of men; How indiffcreat it 
is with thee, O Lord, to fauc by 
many, or by few ; to deltroy ma- 
' ny, or few? A worldis no more 
totheethan a man; How calic is 
it for thce to enable vs to bemore 
than Conquerours ouer Principa- 
lities and Powers : to ſubdue ſpiri- 
tuall wickednefſes ro fleſh and 
bloud? Through thee wecan doe 


great things, yea wee can doe all 


neſt vs; Let not vs want faich,we 
are {ure there can bee no want in 
thy power Or Mcrcy. 

There was nothing in Benha- 


| 


dads pauilions bur drinke, and ſur- 
fer, andiolliry ; as if wine ſhould 
make way for bloud ;. Security is 
the certaine yſher gf deſiruRtion: 

We 


| 
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We neuer o5 "JW {o REFDS wk to 
feare as when wee feare nothing. 


This handfull of /rgel dares looke 


out ( ypon the Prophets aſſu-} 


rance) to the valt hoſt of Benha- 


dad: It is enough for that proud | 


Pagan to {ac Rill, and command 
amongſt his cups: Todefilethcir 
fingers with the bloud of ſo few, 
ſeemed no maſtery ; that a&| 
would be inglorious on the part | 
of the Victors :More calily mighr 
they bring 1 inthree heads of dead 


| cnemies than one aliues Imperi- 


| ouſly-cnough therefore doth this 


boaſter our of his chaire of ſtate, 
and caſe, command, Yhether they 
'be come ous for peace, take them aliue ; 


Or Wbether they be come out for ore, 
take: them aliue; There needs no 
more, but, Take them ; this ficld is 


won 
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| reckoning without, x qpoay their 
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wonne with a 'word ; Oh the 
vaine and ignorant preſumptions | 
of yvretched 'men'that will bee 


C ontemplations. 


————__ 
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Maker. 
Euery Ifraclite kils his man; the: 


Syrians flee, and cannotrunne a- 
way from doachss  Benhbadad and 
his Kiogs are more beholden to 
their horſes than to'their o0ds, or 
chemſelues for life and ſafery ; : elſe 
they had beene either ' taken, or 
ſlaine, by thoſewhom they com- 
mandedto beraken.” 
Howw!eafie' is-it for bim that 
made theheart, to fill it withter- 
rour;*and Lonfternations -euen 
where'no feare i52 Thoſe whom 
God/hath deſtin'd to ſlaughter, 
he wilt {mite; neither-needs hee 


wy other enemy of execurioner,, 
than 
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than what he findesin their owne| 
boſome : We are northe maſters. 
of our owne courage, or:feares ;| 
both are purinto vs by that ouer-| 
ruling power that created 'vs : Stay 
now, O ſtay, thou great King of 
Syria, and take with thee thoſe: 
forgotten handfuls of the duſt of | 
Iſrazl; Thy gods will” doe fo to 
thee, and morealſo, ifthyfollow- 
ers returne without their” vowed] 
burden ; Learne now' of the de- 
78159 King of [rael, from hence- 

orth not to-{ound the' triumph 
before the battell, not'to boaſt 
thy ſelfe in-the! girding- on of | 
thine. barneſſe, as in the putting 
| \'T-hearenor of cither the pub-| 
| like thankſgiuing - "or amend-| 
ment of Ahab. Neither danger | 


nor! 
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quads , 


| nor victory can change him from 


enemies, agrec 1n vnrepentance 
the oncis no more mouecd with 
mercy, than the other with iudge- 


ling in his proceedings towards 
both; his judgement (hall Rill fol- 
| low the Syrian, his mercy Iſrael : 


——— 


|re-deliuering Ahab; Iudgement in 


_ of God comes againe, and 
oth forctels the intended re-en- 
counter of the Syrian, and adui- 


ſes rhe care, and preparation of 1/- 
rael : Got, ſtrengthen thy ſelfe , and 


wmarke, and ſee What thou doeſt ; for, at 


ria will come cop againſt thee : God 
| purpoſeth the deliverance of T- 


P ael, 


| bimſcltc : Benbadad and he,though | 


| ment: Neither is God any change- 


Mercy bothin forc-warning, and| 


ouerthrowing Benhadad. The Pro- | 


the returne of the yeere, the King of Sy-| 


| 


| 


I 
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rae, yer may nor they -negle&t 
cheir fortifications ; The merci- 
tull intcations of God towards 
chem may normakethem carelcs; 
| Theindultry and courage of the 
[ſraclires fall within the decree of: 
their victory; Security isthe bane 
of good ſucceſle; Ir is no con- 
temning of a foiled enemy ; the 
ſhame ofa former diſgrace and 
miſcarriage, whers his valour, 
and ſharpens it ro reuenge: No 
power is ſo dreadfull, as thar 
which is recollected from an o-| 
uerthrov. 

The hoſtility againſt the 1ſrael 
| of God may {lecpc, but wil harely 
die, If the Aramites fit ſtill, it 1s 
bur till they be fully ready for an | 
aſlaule; Time will Hi that thcir| 
ceſſation was onely for their ad- 
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| uantage;/ ncicher: is it otherwiſe 


ah. 


41 q ; : 

|mirred ; they rempr-not alwaies, 
|rhey alwaics hate vs : their for- 
{ bearance is not our of fauour, bur: 


2 -4 02 


| prepare forthcir reſiſtance, as they 


_—— 


| of Benhadads foilc, his paraſues a- 
| {cribeitt6 gods, nor to men ;_ an: 
| humane power *conld no more 


_- — = 


| power:could by hingbe tefiſted; 
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with :our | ſpiritual aduecrlaries, 
ſometimes their onſers are 1nter- 


atrendance of opportunity ; hap- 
py are we, if out of a ſuſpicion 
of rheir filence, wee'can as bufily 


doc for our impugnation. 
 Asitisathame robe beaten, ſo 
yet/ the ſhame is'lefſe, by how 
| much the victor is greater ; tomi- 


tigatethegricte, and indignation 


baue vangunh'c him than adiuine 


Theit'g6ds are #6d5-of thebills;! 


Ignorant! 
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Ignorant . .Syrians,. that, name 
gods, and confine them z. vary= 
ing'cheir deities according. to 11. | 
tuations ; They ſaw that Samaria 
(whence they, were repelled )| 
{tood vpon-the hill of Shemer : | 
They ſaw the remple- of Jeruſalem 
ſtood vpon. mount. Sion; they | 
knew.it viuall with the [ſraclites | 
ro ſacrifice in their high places, & 
perhaps they had heard of Eliabs | 
alrar, vpon mount Carmel; and| 
now they ſorttithly meaſure the ct-] 
fects of the power, by the place of | | 
the worſhip; as if hee that was 
omnipotenr onthe hill, were.im- 
potentin the Vally ; Whar doltiſh 
conccirs doth blinde Paganiſme 
frame to it ſelfe-of a Gad-head ? 
As they haue\many gods, {o ti-| | 
nite; cucry - region, cuery bill; | - 


ER; er ea 
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eucry dalc, cuery ſtreame hath 
tlicir ſcucrall gods, and each ſo 
knowes his owne bounds, that 
he dares not offer to incroach vp-| 
on the other; or, if he doe, abuyes 
it with lofle : Who would thinke} 
that ſo grofle blockiſhacſſe ſhould 
finde harbour in a reaſonable 
ſoule? A man doth not alter with| 
his ſtation; Hee that wreſtled| 
ſtrongly vponthe hill, loſeth not 
his force in the plaine; all places 
finde him alike aCtiue, alike yalo-| 
rous; yer theſe barbarous Ara- 
mites ſhame not to imagine rhat 
of God, which they would bluſh 
roafhrme of their owne champi- 
ons. Superſticion infatuares the 
heart out: of meaſure ; ncither is 
there any fancie fo abſurd or 
monſtrous, which credulous in- 


| 


_ fidelity | 
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with applauſc. 


take itro be chus baſely vnder-va- 
Juced by rudcheachen? This very | 


mi{-opinion concerning the God | 


of Iſrael ſhall coſt the $ yrians a 


ſhameful, and perfted& Icicu@ti | 
on; They. may calla Counſcl! of | 
| warre, and Jay their heads roge-/| 
| ther, and change their Kings into, | 
| | Capraines, and- theit hills-inro.| 
| valleys, bur they ſhall finde- more | 
| graucs inthe plaincs, than in the;] 


| Mountaines ; This very meſ-pri-| 
ſon of God\ſhall | make Ahab 


victorious; An hundred rhou- 
ſand Syrians ſhall fall in-ore day, | 
by thoſe. few: hands of Ifracl; | 
And a dead: wall in 4Jpbek (ro 


Fdeliry is not ready co 1ntertaine/| 


In howhigh {corne doth God 


At... 
- . 


(though hee were more lewd) | 
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| whoſe ſhelter they fled) ſhall re-| 
ucnge God vpon the reſt thar-re- 
mained ; The ſtones in the wall 
ſhall rather rturne cxccutioners, 
chan a blaſphemous Aramite ſhall 
| clcape vnreuenged. - So much} 
doth the icalous God hate to bee 
'robb'd of his glory, cuen by ig-| 
norant Pagans, whoſe tongue 
'might ſceme no ſlander. Thar 
proud head of Benhadad, that 
{poke ſuch big words of the duſt 
of Iſracl, and ſwore by his gods, | 
that he would kill and conquer, 
is now glad to hide it ſelfe 1n a 
blinde hole: of Apbek; and now 
in ſtead of queſtioning the pow-| 
cr of the God of Ifracl, is glad to 
heare of the mercy of the Kings| 
of Iſracl ; Bebold, now, we bane heard| 
that the Rings of the houſe of 1ſrael| 


are 
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thee, put Jackeloth on our loines, and | 


ropes on our 'heags, and goe out to the | 
King of Iſrael, peradrenture he Will | 


" thy life. 
There can be no more power- 


full attractiue of humble ſubmil- 
{1on, than the inrimation and coh- 
| ccit of mercy; We doe at onee 
| feare, and hire the inexorable; 
This is ir, O Lord, that allures 
vs to thy throne of grace, the 


chrone; with thee is mercy and 
plenreous redemprion;rhine hand 
is open before our mouthes , 'be- 
fore our hearts ; If we did not {cc 
chee ſmile ypon ſuiters, we durſt 
[not preſſe ro thy footfioole:: Be- 


(1 hcaucn, the God of Iracl, is a 


are merciful Kings, Let cos, I yy | 


knowledge of the grace of that 


hold now we know that the King | 


_Rz, _ | 


| 
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ſernant Benhadad ſaith, I pray thee let | 


———— — 
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merciful God; Ler vs put ſack: 
cloth vpon our loynes, and {trew 
alhes vpon. our heads, and goc 
meetthe Lord God of Iſrael, that 
he may fſauc our {oulcs. 

How well, doth this babit be. 
come inſolent,. and blaſphemous 
Benbadad and his followers? a rope, 
and ſackcloth ? A-rope fora crowne, | 
ſackcloth for a Ap Neither is 
there lefle change in the tongue, 
Thy ſeruant Benbadad ſaith, 1 pray 
thee let me live; Fucnnow the Kin 
of Iracl aids Benhadal, My Lord. 
0 Kms, I am thine ; Tell my Lord the 
Kine, all that ;bou didft jend for to 
thy ſeruant, I will doe : Now, Benha- 


dad {ends to the Kingof Irael, Thy 


me live: Hee that was erewhile a| 


Lord and King, is now a ſcruant; 
K and | 


— 
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| bad neuer faid,M brother ; ſeldome 


AT 4 | 
and hee that wasa ſeruant ro the 


King of Syria, is now his Lord: he 
duſt, is nowglad to beg for his 


 owne lite arthe doore of a defpi- 
ſed enemie; No courageis ſo haugh- 
ty, which the Godot hoaſts cannot 
cally bring vader ; What are men 

or Deuils 1n thoſe almiginty bands? 

The greater the deiection was, 

theſtronger was the motiueofcom- | 
miſeration ; Thar balter pleaded 
for life ; and thar plea for bur alite, 
ſtirred the bowels;for fauour ; How 


| readily did 4bab ſec in Benhadads | 


ſudden milery the image of the 
inſtability of all humane things ? | 
andrelcnts at rhe view of ſo decye 


and pos a ſubmiſſion. Had 
not Benhadad (aid, Thy ſeruant, Abab 


chat would blow away all Ifraelin | 


R 2: . cuer| 


St 


| 
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cucr was there lofle in humility ; 
How much lefle can we feare dil- 
paragement, in the annihilating of 
our {clues, before thar infinite Ma- 
icltic? . Fat tf 

- The drowning man ſnatches at| 
eucry twig ; It is no maruell if the | 
meflengers of Benhadad catch ha- 
{Uly ar tharftile of grace, and hold 
it talt, Thy brother Benhadad ; Fa- 
vours are wont to draw on cach 
other; Kindneſſesbreed on then: 
(clues ; neither need we any other | 
perlwalion to beneficence, rhari 
from our owne acts. Abab cals for 


the King of Syria ; ſcrs himn his 


owne charet ; treats with him of 
ancaſte (yer frme ) league, giues | 
him both his life, and his King-| 
dome. Neither is the crowne of | 
Syria foonex loſt, than recovered; | 
Onely | 


—_ ___— 


—_— 
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|returnes | tributarie : Onely his 
{traine is clip'c roo {horr for T4 
wings; an hundred twentic feucn 
chouſand Syrians are abated of his 
Guard, homeward. - Blaſphemy 

hath eſcaped ro00 well, Ab I 


at Once peace with Benhadad warre 
his Herald, one of the ſonnes of the 
forme, but diſguiſed, both 1a faſhi- 


ſuir of a Propher, Smite me 1 pray 
thee ; Many a Prophet was ſmicren; 


and nr nor ; neuer any but this. 
| wilhed to be ſraniegery: The relt of 
his fellowes were olad to ſay, Sane 


boakll neighbour, our of loie and 
reuerence,forbeares toſtrike; There 


- 
— 
. 


Onely "= that came a Pe: Prince, | 


with God; God proclaimes 3 Ta by 
| 
Prophets ; not yet 1n his ah» | 


onand complaint; It was 2 lirange 


me ; this onely ſaics, Smite me ; His | 
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| fraine ; What wrong haſt thou | 


| of God called for blowes, ( vpon 


| deadly : Becauſe thou haſt n1t obeyed 
the voyce of the Lord, bebold, aſſoone 
as thou art departed from me a Lyon 
' ſhall ſlay thee ;It is not for vsto exa- 
mine the charges of the Almighy; | 


—_—v—___— 
-_— —_— M.A — 


| 


| 


are roo many ( thinkes hee) chat 
{mice rhe Prophers, thougi I re-. 


done that I ſhould repay with 
blowes ? Had{t rhou ſucd for a fa- 
uour, I cauld not haue dcnied 
thee; tow thou lueſt for thine hutr, 
the deniall is a fauour ; Thus hee 
choughr; bur Charitic cannot cx- 
cuſe diſobedicnce ; Had the man 
his owne head) the refuſall had | 
beene iuſt and thanke-worthy; bur 
now that he ſaves, Inthe word of the 
Lord, Smite me, this kindneſle is 


F 


Be ti:ey neuer fo harſh, orimproba- | 


ble, | 


| 


Cs con ti. 
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or death. - Not to{nute a Prophet, 
when God commands, is no-lefle 
{1nnc, than to {mite a Prophet, 
when God forbids ; Ir is the diuine 
precept or prohibition, that either 
makes or aggrauates an euill; And 
if the Iſraciite bee thus reucnged, 
that ſmote not a Prophet, what 
ſhall become of Ahab that {more 
not Benhadad ? Eucry man 1s.not 
thus indulgent; an cafzerequeſt wil 
oaine blowes to a Prophet from 
che next hand; yea, and a wound 
in ſmiting. I know not whether it 
were an harder taskefor the Pro- 
phet ro requirca wound, than for 
a well-meaning lraclite to give it; 
Both muſt be done ; The Prophet 
hath what he would, what he muſt 
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| ble, (if they be, once knowne! for | 
his) there-is 10 way bur obedience; | 


| 


will, 


— 


ti 
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| Ababs ſoule rhrough the fleſh of 
rhe Prophet; ; The diſpuiſcis remo- | 
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-| will; af1ghe of his owne bloud-; 
[and now diſguiſed herewith, and 


with aſhes v pon his face, he way- 
layes the King of 1fracl, and ſadly 

complaines of kimſelfein a ell 
{parable, for difnilling a Syrian pri- 
ſonerdeliueredrohis hands, vpon 
noleſle charge than his life ; and 


ſoone receiues lſenrence of leah: 
that wound beſtowed chat truck 
ued; The Ki ing ſees not a Souldi- 


er; buta Seer; and now finds that 


Loyd, Becauſe thou baſt let goe out of 
thy band , a man whom I appointed to 


from his owne mouth ; Well was | 


— 
i — 


he hath vnawares paſſed ſentence | 
| vpon himſclte. There needs no 
| orher doome than from the lips 


of rhe offender : Thus ſaith the| 


Lis. ro. 


; 


— 
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people : Had nor Abab knowne rhe 
will of God concerning Benbadad, 
| that had been mercy to an enemy, 
which was now crueltic to him- 
{clte, ro Iſracl: His cares had heard 
of the blaſphemies of that wicked 
tongue : : His cies had ſeene God 
goc beforc him, in the exam ple of 
has reuenge; No Prince can ſtrike 
| ſodeepe into his ſtate, as in not | 
f{triking ; In private fauour 
there may be publike vn- 
mzrcifulneſle. 


a th. th. 
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ofter 1eſtruZtion, G- thy life ſhall 
goe for his life, and thy people forbis 
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EA Aboth had a faire vine- 
| wo - It had bcene 


ctter {or him to hauc 


\ | ES ST bad none ; His vine- 
yard ycelded him the bitter Grapes 
| [of death. Manya one bath bin ſold 
{4 | to death by his lands and goods; 


| | wealth hath beene a ſnare, asto 
theſoule, ſo to the life ; Why doe 
we call thoſe goods, which arc ma- 
ny times the bane of the owner ? 
Naboths vincyard lay ncere to the 
Court of I:zebel , it had beene bet- 
| rer for him, it had beene planted - 
Rc | 


0 
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the wilderneſſe ; Doubtleſle, this 
| vicinitic madeit more. commodi- : 
ous to the poſleſlor; but more cn- 
uious and vnſafe : It was now the 
perpetuall object of an cuill. cyc, 
and ftirred thoſe defires, which 
could neither be well denyed, nor 
farisfied : Eminency is {till ioyned 
with peril, obſcuritic with peace : 
Thcre can be no; worle annoyance 
to any.tnheritance, than the great- | 
nefle of an cuill neighbourhood : | 
Naboths vines ſtood roo neerethe 
ſmoake of Iezebels chimneys : l0O 
much within the proſpect of. Hbabs 
window ; Now lately - had. the | 
King of Iſracl beene twice viCtori- 
ous ouer the Syrians; no ſooner is 
he returned home than he is ouer- 
come with ctill deſires ; The foyle 
he gauc was. not worlc than baſe 
c 
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| hetooke : Thereis moretrue gſo- 
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[a forraine enemy, whiles hejs ſub- 
ducedbya domelticke enemy with: | 
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200d to thee, I Will give rhee the Worth 
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{nor wring Naboths parrimony 
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ric in the conquelt of our lutts, 
thanin all bloudy Trophces; In 
vainc ſhall Abab boaſt of ſubduing 


in his owne breaſt ; Opporcunitic 
and Conucnicnec its guilcicof ma-| 
nya theft : Had not this ground 
lien ſo faire, Ahab had nor beene 
tempted: His eye lets in this cull | 
obey into the foule, which now | 
dares come fotch: at the mouth : 
Gine me thy vineyard, that 1 may haue 
it for a garden of herbes, becauſe it 1; 
neere ro my bouſe, and I'will gine thee 
a better coineyard for it, or if it ſeeme| 


of it in money; Yer had Ahab ſomuch 
ciuthicic,and juſtice, that he would 


_— ct 


our | 


| 


| 


| on, whethcr of price, or of CX>. 


| vineyard; than Abah in his palace; 


—_—_— 
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out of his' hand by. force, bur rc- 


quires it; vpon a faire-compoliti- 


change: His goucrnment was ViCi-, 
ous, nottyrannicall; Proprictic of 
g00ds-\was. inuiolably maintai-- 
ned by-him ; No lefle was Naborb 


allowed ro claime a rightin his 


This wee.,owe to, Jawfull Souc-| 
raignticto call ought, our owne;| 
and well! worthy . is this. privi- 
ledge to be'repaid with all hum- 
ble and.loyall reſpe&ts., The mo- 
tion of. Abab ( bad itbeene to any 
other than; an  Iſraclite ) had 
beene :as;uſt, cquall,: reaſonalles 
as the repulle. > bt becne, rude, 
churliſh, iphumane. .It is. far 'thac 
Princes ſhould: receiuc . due 1a- 
tisfaCtion..in the juſt ' demands, 


| 


nor 


ne - 
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not 'oncly of their neceſſities}, bur- 
conuenicnce, and pleafure ; well 

may they challenge tis re:riburion | 
ro/'the benefit'of our common/ 
|peaceandprorection ; If there bee 
any fweernefſe in our vineyards, | 
| ary ſrengeh it our fields; we may: 
thanke their ſ{ceptcrs ; Tuſtly may | 
they expect from vs the commodt-/ 

tie; the delight of their habitarion; | 
andif we gladlyyecld norto their 
full elbow-roome, both of fire, 
andprouifion,wecanbe no other 
than ingratefull; Yet dares'not Na-- 
' bath giuc any other anſwer to ſo: 
plauſibleamotion, than, The Lord! 
forbid it me, that I ſhould giue thee the 
inheritance of my Fathers :'The ho- 
| neſt Traclitefaw violence in this in- 
genuitic ; There are nÞ {tronger] 
commands , than the'requelts of 
/ ow 
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Kdforbidten to alien'their inhe- 


Akznce: Naboth did notfeare Tofle} 
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extreme” necefſitie might warriine 
He of hand, and thar,%bur for « | 
ple; nor ſooner, yet ar che Tit? 
bile, it muſt” reuerr to the firlt| 
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bllt Tinne”; Whar Naboth might} 
: Jt lawfully, doc, Abgb might not | 


—_ cw 


[Iavvfally tequire; Tr pleaſed God | 
70 be very punCtuall,8 cautelous, | 
a " *F, '* TY #1 4 >, £44 »& 
orh'in the diftinftion, andpre-| 
' SY > K.i.29 ELIE EZ OR , 9% 
{cruarion of rhe incirenefſſc of theſe | 
ewilh'inheritances ; Nothing but} 


oVmer *:* It 'was not? without a 
fore | 
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comfortable: {ignification , that} | 
yholocucr had once his part in| 

the land of Promiſe, could ncuer| 

[loſe it; Cerrainly 4bah could not 
bur know this diuine reſtriction, | 
yct doubts. not to ſay, Giue me thy| 
Tinejard ; The vnconſcionable| 
[will knowno other law: bur their | 
| profit, their pleaſure; A-lawleſle| 
| greatneſle -harcs all. limitations, | 
and abides not. to hearc men} 
{ſhould nced any other warrant} 
(bur will, 5-4 wa 
| Nabotb dares notbe thus trata- || 
(ble; How. gladly would hee be 
quit, of | his inheritance, if God| 
wouldacquit himfrom the finge | 
| Not our of. wilfulneſſe, bur obe- 
dicnce, doth this faichfull Iſraclice | 
| hold off from this demandof his | 
| Soucraigne z not daring to pleaſe | 
| an | 
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ancarthly.-Kiny wich offending || 
cheiieauenly: When Princes com- } 
| maud Jawfull things, God-com- | 
mand: by then; when valawfull, | 
they. commandagainſt God'; paſc: | 
{me obedicnce! wee muſtogiue,”| 
| attiue-wee may.'nor ;; wee follow'{ 
then as ſubordinate, not as'oppos | 
ſirerothe higheſt! - * 602/02: £056h 
| Whocandor bur-ſee and pittie:| 
the ftrairs'of honeſt Naboth:;i 4bab - 
| requires what/God-forbids; hiee'] 
muſt fal outeicherwith hisGod,or 
his King : Conſcience carties him 
againft poliey';''and he refolucs 
norto'{inne;chathe might be gra- 
| cious. For a world hee'may not'] 
ofuehis vineyard: Thoſe wh are | 
thomſelues podleſſe; thinks che: 
holy care of '6tlices bur: idly (cru-" 
pulous: TheRingof Ifraelconld'| 
[9091 
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f not chuſe but fee thatonely Gods: 
5 prohibition lay in the way of his 
delignes,, not the:ſtomacke of .a| 
| troward ſubict;/;yethegocs away | 
| _ his bouſc heauy and diſplea-. 
| [cd; and caſts himlelfe downe vp-| 
| onhis;bedg:and turnes away. his| 

| © | face, and. retuſcs: his meat 3: Hee | 
i hath taken a ſutfer':of -Naboths|| 
4 grapes which \matres, hisapperitc, | 
and threats: his lifes How ill car | 
|| | great hearts. caduretg; be croſled, | 
though vpon themoſtreaſonable | 
i & iult grounds? Ahabs. place call'd | 
þ Law;-and now his heartis ready | 
to breake,that tliis,parcell of that þ. 
£ Law may notbe broken :Nomar- 
| uell;if hee! made!/'nor dainty: to |: 

| tranſgreſle! a locallftatute of God, | 
who did .1oi ſhamefully ; — 
/ tne |: 
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| of one poore Vineyard ;| Abab can- 
| not intoy- Iſrael, if Naboth' inioy 
| his | Vineyard ; Beſides Samaria, 
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[the eternall Law of both Tables: | 


ttt 


&ed.; Whether: more of anger, or 
griefe, I cantorlay; buvlicke hee 
1s, arid keepes his bed, and balkes. 
his: meat, as if-hee ſhould dic of 
'no-other death, | than! the ſalads 
'thathee would hauc had: O the 


 defires of Couctouſneſle ! Ahab is | 
Lord and King of all the-territo- 
ries:of Ifrael ; Naboth is the owner 


Abab was the great; Lord Para- 
mount of Damaſcus and: all Syria, 
the victor of him tharwasartended. 
with two and thirty: Kings ; Na+ 


| both was a plainc townſman of Iez: 


WY rect, 
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_  Iknowthot whethet thefplane; | 
or _thegall of Ahab bee mare affe-| 
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1mpotent paſſions, and-inſariable | 
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| Riches and pouerty.is /moreitithe 
| hear, than in the hand; Heis weal- 
thy chatis.contented ; hee is poorc 
that wantech more :' Oh rich: Na- 
| botb, chat carcſt nor for all the large 


Oh miſerable Abab, that carcttnot 
| for thinc:owne poſſeſſions whiles 
chou maicſt not be the Lord of 
| Naboths Vineyard. 


_ [poſleſſionsof Ahab,ſorhou maiſt be| 
|  [theLord'ofthineowne Vineyard; 


reel, the good husbahd. of a lire | 
Vineyard; Whether isrhe wealthi- | 
cr? I doe not heate Naboth with| 
for any thing of Ahabs, I heare :4bab| 
| wiſhing (hor wichoutindignatis of | 
a repulls)for ſomewhat of Naboths: | 


CC 


— 


 - Hethatcauſed thediſcaſe,ſends| 
| him a Phyfatian; Satan knew-of| 


| pers ; Jezebel comes to Ahabrbed- 
| , {1de; 


—_—_ Cs. AA ee Ee. 


[ old howto imake vle of fuch hel-| 
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{ ds: ally Ca its cold MH bis 
face,and urs into him ſpirits of her 
owne ning Dofb thou now 
gouerne the Kingdome of Iſrael? Ariſe, 
eat bread, and let thine beart be merry ;\ 
I will give thee the Vineyard of Na-) 
both. Abab wanted neither wir, nor 
wickedneſſe ; - Yer is hee ih beth, 4 
very nouice ro this Zidoniat 

| dare. There nceds no other De- 
| uill, chan Texebel, whether' ro pro-f PIES 
| ject euill,' or to worke it”: : Shes e | | 
hide this aft lanimiryof herde: | 

| 1ected babar. and perlwade 
him his rule cannor be foe vuleſlc} 
| it belicentious; chat there ould be 
| no bounds for ſoucraignty,but wil; 
| Alrcady hath thee contriued cof 
hauc by fraud and force, whar was} 
denicd rointreary ; Nothing needs 


but the name bur the ſeale * Ahab;\ 
7 $ 7 Wo let 
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She framesa letter; 1a Ybab: 
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bn 
cher alone with the reſt; How 
ets arcthe wits of che weaker 

torthe dew! ing of wickcdaes;| 
i HAME, 
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che Sea of Iezregb wherein, 
the requirgg,chem ro proghumeza, 
falt, to-ſuborne rw, falte wituels, 
ſes againk; Nuboth, £0 charge bim,| 
with 2 AgPncmy againſt God and 
the King, to ſtouc, hini to deatld; 
A.rcady: paymentFfor: a, rich Vine:, | 
yard: Whole , indignation. riſeth] 
ot. to heare Jezebel name a tfaft>| 
he great contemners of the molt; | 
important Lawcsof, God, yer can{ 
+ cONteRt to. make. vic. of ſome 

vine, both Ratutes,andenſioins,|| 
for. their-owne adyantage : Shes: 
knew:helſraclices had ſomychxe-| 


mainder of grace, as.z0 hold blal- y 
phemy Raby of ideath;.. Shee| 


Um 


knew | 
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hea heir manner, was t9 exp 


oy, oF 
WIL 


murder, tad not beene halfe: {o 


Beſt des .deuotion, what a faire Prc- 
| Fenco oflegality 1 is hecre? Blaſphe- 


ole cryivg {inves with. og 
tion ; She knew that two 
© ar.lcalt muſt caſt the of- 
fender; all, chelc ſhee vrges tg; her 
awne, purpolc. There is. no nul- 
chicfe fo dcuilliſh, as thacwhichis 


cloked with piery : Simulation of 
bolinefſe,doubleth a villany ; This 


foule, if it had not becnethus mal- 
ked wich a, rcligious..obſcruation ; 


myagajntt God and his anointed 


may. nor.paſſc ynreuenged ; The 
oftcnder,1s conucated before rhe 


lad. and lcucro bench of Magiſtra- 
cic;; the, iuſticc of Iſrael allowes. 
noctocondemnean abſent, anvn- 
heard malkfactor ; Witneſſes come 
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tort, 1 


4 
—_ 
— —_ — PEmre——wg ens 


27% 


= $—+—_ 


© St aA em os wc + 


" Contemplations. Lis. I 9. 


hh 
——— uu 


forth, and agree in the intentati- 
on of thecrime; the Iudges rend 
their garments, and ſtrike their 
breaſts; as gricucd, not more for 


very countenance mult fay, Ng. 
both ſhould not dic, if his offence 
did not forccour juſtice; and now, 
heisno good ſubicct, no rruc If- 


the ſin than thepuniſhment ; their | 


| 


raclite, that hath not a ſtone for 
Nabeth.. | 
T:zebel knew well to whom he 


wrote ; Had not thoſe letters fal- 


len ypon thetimes of a wofull de-| 


| generation of [{racl;they had recei- 
| ued no lefle firong denials from: 


| 


the Elders, than Ahab had from 
Naboth ; God forbid that the Senate 
| of Texreel ſhould forge a periurie, belye 
| truth, condemme pmocency”, broke cor- 


— 


te 
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are 


ruption ; Command iuſt TI 
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and Naboth. 


Ma On CI 


are readie to dye in the zeale of | 
our obedience, we dare not cm-] 
brue our hands in the bloud of an} 
wnocent. 
Bur ſhe knew whom ſhee had 
engazed ; whom ſhe had marred| 
by making conſcious. It were 
{trange if they who can counte- 
nance euill with greatnefle, ſhould 
want factors for the vniulteſt de- 
fignes.' Miſerable is that people 
whoſe Rulers (in ſtead of puniſh- 
iog) plor, and incourage wicked- 
nefſe ; when a diltillation of cuill 
fals from the head, ypon the lungs 
of any State, there muſt needs fol- 
low a deadly conſumption, 

Yer, perhaps there wanted not 
ſome colour of prerence for this 
proccanng ; They'could not but 
 heare; that ſome words had paſſed 

: S. betwixt 
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. 
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| 


berwar the Kiog and, Nabotb,; 


Haply.i it was {uggelted, that Nu- | 
both: had ſecretly. Re into. 


ſaucic and conrempruous termes 
to. his Soucraigne , {uch as neither 


might be well borne, nor yet (by | 
[rcaſon of their: 0942010 legally 


conuinced ; the bench of Ieczreel 


ſhould but ſupp! y-a forme tothe | 
iuſt marter,8 deſert of condemna- | 
tion; Whar was itfor them ro giue | 


their hand to this obſcure m1d- 
witcry of luſtice? It is cnough that 
their King is, an acculcr and wit- 


neſſe of that. wrong, which onely | 
their ſentence. can formally re-| 


uenge. All this cannot walſhcheir 


hands from the guilr of bloud ; If 
iuſtice beblinde, in reſpect of par- 
'rialitic, ſhe may. not be blindein- 


ripe of thegrounds of exccuti-| 


on; | 


C3 . ., 
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erent 
on; Had Naborh b:enc a\ blaſph 
mer,” ora-traitor;''yer theſe men 
were notbetter than murrherers ; 
What difference-is'there berwixt 
che: ftroke- of ' Magiltracie, and 
of man:{]aughger, but duc conui- 
hon? 122504 5037 Stor! 
© :Wickednefſe neuer ſpake out of 
ai\throne, ' and complained of the 
defectof inftrumenrs; Naborh was 
(ir ſeemes}) ſtrictly conſcionable; | 
his fellow Citizens looſe,andlaw- | 
lefſe; they arc glad ro-hautgotren 


ſuch:an-opportunitic of his' dif- 


15s not obſcrued ;)Afaſtis warned, 
the Ciric'is aſſembled ,'Naboth is 
conuented; |accufed;; confronted, 
ſentenced, ſtoned;*!His' vineyard | 
iseſchieated ro; the) Crowne; Ahab | 


Dm 
h.— 


'parch!:; Noiclauſe of 4babsilerrer 


takesfpeedy and quiet poſſcſhon : 


How | 


_—_—. 


- -”  - —u—_— 


—__rz- WIT LAS . 


- moms 


"I 
0 « - 
* 


ſfeemes- the felicitic of finnets';/to 


| ſpeed well in their lewd enterpri- 


| {cs;; No reckomng, is broughr in 


—_ 


| payesfor all ; Whyes Abab is rcioy- 


ment, in comes.E/yab , ſent from 
God: with an' errand of venge: 


Kings | countenance changed; 
with what agaſt. cycs , and palc 


welcome | 


. 
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| Howſtill doth God {ut in heaven; | 
LC nael 
andlooke ypon the complors of} 
treachery, and villanies, as if they | 
did-nor. concernehim : The ſuc-| 
celſe ſo anſwers their deſires, as if | 
both heauen and carth werethcir| 
friends. It is the plague; which|: 


| the: midſt of che/meal=, theend| 
ciogio his new garden-plor, and | 


{promiſing himſelfe contentment} 
in this commodious 'cnlarge-| 


ance; Me thinkes, I ſeehow: the: 


-% 
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checkes; he lookt ypon that-vis|. 
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Abab and Naboth. | 
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| welcome Propher,; Lictle pleaſure 
rooke he in his proſpect, whiles ir 
| was clogged with ſuch a gueſt: 
yer hs tongue begins fiſt; He 
thou found me,0 mine enemy * Greatis 


the power of conſcience ; vpon 
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at pe at 
how ill he had deſerucd of God, 


| | 
| he | 


@* 


& | RY " Contemplation.” ; "—s di F 
| kekia neuct (alured bis Vropher 


bY the name 'of an coemy: FO 
Neuer beene troubled to bee 

ind b y Elab, 1f his. owe b breaft' 
| © Foul out fo or at Y 
my t to God; ; Much good maythy | 
vineyard. doc' thee, tho, King | 
| of Urael,, many ite BY jer's, ol 
| | ſauoury herbes may thy cw Gar? 
| den yccld thee 3, pleaſe thy felfe|: 
wit thy lxebel, in the trjurnph: | 
F ouc rhe carkaſſe of y ſerupulotis 


[ Sl ler me. racher die, with il 


nocent Ck were ms af wil | 
thoſe that finite thee ; "Haft, thou | 
killed, and allo taken poſſe 101? This] 
ſaith the Lord, In the place where dogs 
licked the bloud of Naboth ae itt 
.. Jicke.\, 
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[L1B.1 9. Ahab andNaboth. | 


licke thy bloud', enen thine. Wat | 
meanelt chou, O Zyab, tocharge| 
this murcher vpon Abab? He kept 
his: Chamber; Tezebel wrote, the] _ 
Elders condemaed, the people {to- 
ned; yetthou faiclt, Ha$F thon kil-| 
led * Well did Ahab know, that Teze- | * 
bel could 'nor giue this vineyard 
with dry hands; yet was he con- | 
| [cent co winke at what ſhe would | 
doe; He bur firs (till whiles Jezebel | 
workes ; Onely his Signeris ſuffe- | 
redo walke for the ſcaling of this | 
vnknowne purchaſc ; Thoſe that | 
aretruſted with authoritic, may | | 
offend no lefſe in conniuencie, or 
neglect, than others in act; in par- | 
ticipation : Not onely command, | | 
conſent, countenance, bur verjc | 
permiſſion feoffes publike perſons | 
{inrhoſc {innes, which they might, 
[2216 "oY and | 
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and-will-nor preucnt. God loues 
to punith by retaliation; | Naboth 
and Ababſhall both bleoll; Naboth 
by the ſtones of the bacadlites ; 
Abab by theſhafts of rhe Aramites; 
The dogs {hall raſtc of thebloud 
of both; What Abab hath doncin | 
crueltic, he (hall fuffer:in-1uttices | 
Thecauſc and the end: make the | 
diftcrence happy on Naboths ſide, | 
| on Ababs' wofull ; Nabosb Þblceds | 
asa Martyr ; Ahab 24 a murtherer: 
What euer is Ahabs condition, Na-| 
both changes a vincyard onearth, | 
fora Kingdomein heauen. 'Neuer| 
ally wicked man gained by the pers | 
{ecution of an 1nnocent ; ; Neuer| 
any innocent man was. a loſerby 
{uttering from the wicked. 

Neither was this. judgement, 


pcrſonall, but hereduaric-; 1 will” 
x take. 1 
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rake away thy polteritic ;and will 
 make'thine houle likethe houſe of 


leroboam : Him that dicth of Ahab 
inthe Citic; the Dogs Joalleat ; and 
him thar dieth4 in che field, /þall the 
Fowles of the ayreeat ; Ahab hall nor 
ncedto rake rhoughr for the tra- 
ducing of this 11] gotten inheri- 


his heires'; whom his ſ{inhe hath 
made no 1eſle the beires' of his 
curle, than of his body; . Their fa- 
| rliers cruelty ro Naboth och madc 
FRO) togethe 2er with their mother 
[zeb(l, dogs. meat. The reuenge 
| of God doth at laſt make Ae 
for the delay; Whether now is. 
Nabotbs vineyard paid for > 


| 
ro -worke wickedneſle ; ,yct rucs | 


x. 


'The manthar had (ola Litnſelfc 


| 


tance; God hath taken order for | 


rhe bargaine. Idvenor hearc Ahab} 
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| ren the Prophet, bur he rends his 
clothes, and weares, and lycs in 
ſack-cloth,, and falls, and walkes 
ſoftly ::Who that had ſcene Ahab 
would, not hauc deemed him a | 
true penitent 2 All this was the 
| viſor of ſorrow, not the face; or if 
the face, nor the heart; or if the 
ſorrow of the heart, yet notthere- 
pentance : A forrow for the iudge- | 
ment, not a repciutance for the {1n : 


{ Thevery deuils howle to be tor- 


mented; Griefe is not cuera 1igne 
of grace ; Aha rends his clothes; | 
| he did not rend his heart; he puts 

on fack-cloth, not amendment ;| 
helies in ſack-cloth, but he licsin 
his Idolatry ; he walkes ſoftly, he} 
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| walkes not ſincerely; Worldlyſor-| 


rowcaulcrh death; Happy is:that 
oriefe 
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oriefe for which theſoule is the ho- 
lier. AE cm 
| Yet, whatis this I ſec? This very 


| mercy ;Itis no ſmall mercy to de- 
ferrean cuill;; Euen Ahabs humilia-' 


bee the reward ; a temporary rc- 


{and neuer the better ; ſo, he maybe 
by i 
rhus fauoured, and neuer the hap: 
| pier; Oh God, how graciouſly art 
| thou ready to reward a ſound, 
and holy repentance, who 

art thus indulgent to a 
carvall and ſeruile 


"oh AHAB 
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ſhadow of penirence carries away | 
[tion {hal prorogue the inogecnd 
{uch as the penitence was,fuch ſhal} 


ward of 'a temporary. penitence: | 
| As Abab might be thus forrowfall, | 
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» The Death of 2 HAB. 


2=3H0 would haue Jook't 
Io bauc heard” any 
WR\V/Ed more of the warres of | 
9 TD the Syrians, with Ifra-| 
el;afrer {o'great a ſlaughter;'afrerſo/| 
firme a league ;- a [-aguc not of 
[peace onely, "hun of Brotherhood ; | 
| k, The haltars, the ſack-cloth of Ben- 
W-4 badads followers were /worne our, |: 
{a5 of vic, fo ok memory, and now | 
they are changed for Iron and | 


Recke. It 15 but three yeares thar 
| | thi, | 
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ml ; Abab 
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this Peace laſts ; and " that 
| warrc begins which ſhall makean 
cnd of Abab; The King, of Iſrael 


rucs his vniult mercie; according 


gitc of alife, was but an exchange; 
| Becauſe Abab gaue Benhadad his 


He muſt forfcit in himſclfe what 
kindneſle to Infidels : It was one 


Article of the league berwixt Ahab, 
& his brother Benhagad, that there 


backe, vathankfully, iniurioutly : 
He that beg'd bur his life recciucs| 


| content. with his owae bounds : 


life : Benhadad (tall rake Ababs ;} 


he bath giuen to another. There | 
can beno better fruic of roo much 


ſhould be a ſpeedy reſtitution of all| 
the Ifraclitiſh Cities; The reſt arc| 


ycelded,onely Remoth Gilead is held} 


bis Kingdome, and. now reſts nor} 


to the word of the Prophet, that| 


dt 


| 
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Tuſtly- doth Ahab challenge his 


to recouer his owne from a per- 
| fidious tributary ; the  lawtul- 


the wiſe 2nd holy arbitcr of the 


the better cauſe hath the worſe ſuc- 
ceſſe: Many a iuſt bufineſſeis crol- 
(cd for a puniſhment to he agent. | 
Yer Thactl and Iuda were now 
 pecced in {ricnd{hip ; Teboſaphat the 
| cood King of Iuda had made afh- 
nity with Abad the Idolarrous King 
of 1ſrac]: and, beſides a perſonal! 
vititation, toynes his forces with 
his new Kinſman, againſtan old 
confedcrate; Inda had'calld in Sy- 
ria again{t Iſrael ; aud now l{rael 


calls in Tuda againſt Syria : Thus 


| © Contemplations. L18. 1g. : 
owne, iuſtly doth he moue a war| 


nefle of ations may nor be judged | 
| by che events, bur by the grounds; | 


world knowes why many times | 


| | Ta- 
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| 


| with: che more corrupt, againlt a 
| common Paganiſh enemy. 
Tehoſaphas bath match'c with A- 
hab; not with a diuorce of his de- 
uotion. Hce will fight, not with- 
out God; Inquire 1-pray thee at the 
| Word of the Lord, to day : Had hee 
{ done thus ſooner ; I fearc Athaliah 
| had never call'd him father; This 
| motion was newes-in Iſrael : Ir 
| was wont to bee ſaid, Inquire of 


_—_— —— 
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will bring Religion into faſhion in 
the Court of Iicacl; Abab had in- 
quired of his Counſellors, What 
needed he be fo deuour, asroin- 
| quire of his Prophets? Onely 1zho- 
ſaphats preſence made him thus 
godly; Iris an happy thing to con- 


uerſe 


[rather ſhouldir be; [tis hr tharthe 
more pure Church ſhould 1oine|} 


tt. 


| Baal; The good King of Iudah 


— 
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| cheir congues : Goe VP, for the Lord 
[hall deliuer 'it into the bands of the 


Rl 
{ ucrſe withche vertuous;their coun- 


.not buttake God withthem in all 


ſell and example'icannor bur leauc 


good profeſſion, it not of picty : 
Thoſe that are truly religious dare 


theiraffaires;with him they. can be 


chegroucs were reſerued from ap- 
paring to Elyabs challenge; theſe 
are now cunfulced by 4bab; they 


{aued theirs. Thelecarenotlo much 
toinquire whar.God would ſay, as 
what Abab would haue them ay ; 
they ſaw which way the Kings 
heart was benr,that way they beat. 


hg tg : 
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ſome rtincure: behind them of a | 


as valiant,astimorouswithout him. | 
Abab had Clergy enough, ſuch as | 
ir was; Foure hundred Prophets of | 


live to betray thelife of him who | 


| 
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| £45 now percciuivg at what altars 
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Kine? 'Falle! Prophets care hh ro 
pleate; a plauſible fal{hood- paſſes 
with them aboue an harſh rruch. 
Hadthey leene 4bab fearfull, they 
had ſaid, Peace,Peace; now chey {ce 
him relolute, war & victory; It isa 
fcarfull preſage of ruine when the 
Prophets conſpire in aſſentation. | 

' Their number conſenr, conhi- 
dence hath caſily won credit with | 
Abab; We doe all Way y belecue| 
what we wilh : Teboſaphat is not lo 
ſoone ſatisfied; Thele Prophers 


(a ſtranger) forthe true Prophets 
of the true God : The judicious | 
King ces cauſc to ſuſpe&t them, 


theyſerued, hates to reſt in their 
'reſtimony ; 1s there not bere a Pro- 


her of the Lord, beſides, that wee| 


J 
NM 19 
| 


were (it is like) obtruded to him 


might 


289 


_ — 


Contemplations. L1s.19. 


———— } 


might inquire of him ? One fiogle | 
Prophet ſpeaking from the Ora- | 
cles of God, is more worth than 
foure hundred. Baalices ; Truth | 
may notcuer be mcalured by the | - 
poll. It is not number, but weight | 
chat muſt carry jtin a Cpuncell of 
Prophers: A ſolid Verity in one | 
mouth is worthy to preponderate 
light falſhood in a thouſand. 
| Even King Abab (as bad as hee 
| was) kept tale of his Prophets; and | 
could giue account of one that 
rvas mifling; There t« yet one man 
(Michaiah the ſonne of Imlab) by 
' Þhom we may inquire of the Loyd, but 
I hate him, for hee doth not prophecy 
| , 

good concerning mee , bnt enill. Ic 
is very probable that Micaiab 
was that diſguiſed Prophet, who:| 
brought to Abab rhe fearctull meſ-| 
| ſage| 
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| lage of diſpleaſure, and deathi for 
was cuer {ince faſt in priſon, deepe | 
| ſpake true to thee , how. was ite- 
[1t good? and if | Micaiab ſpake| 


| [from the Lord, why doeſt thou | 


| and hatred; Cenſure of the mel- 
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diſmiſſing Benhadad, for which he 


in difgrace : Oh.corruprt heart of 
{clfe condemned Abab : If Micatah 


uill 2 If others ſaid falſe, how was 


batc him? This hath wont to be 
the ancient lor of Truth , cenſure 


lage, hatred of the bearer. Tocar- 
nall cares the meſſage is euil},if vn- | 
plcaſing; and if plauſible,good ; If 
icbe ſweet, ic cannot bee poiſon: 
if bitter, it cannot bee wholſome: | 
The diſtemper of the receiuer 1s 
ouilty of this miſf-conceit : In it} 
(elte euery truth as4t is-good, {o a- | 


miable;eucry falſhood loathſome,as 


euill: | 
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W- vill: A ſick palate cries-out of the] 


taſte of thoſe liquors, which are 


well allowed of the healthful. Ir 
is a/f1gne of a good (tate of the 
| ſoule, whe cucry vetdure can re-! 
cciue his proper iudgement. | 
Wife and good lehoſhapbat dil-! 
ſwadcs Ahab from fo hard an opi- 
non, and ſces caule fo much —_ 
ro vige the conſultation of M- 
| chaiab, by how much he findes him 
| More vopleafing : : The King of 
| Iſrael, to fatishe: the importunitic 
| bg ſogreat,anddeareanallic,lends 
an Officer for Michaib ; He Lacy | 

well-( belike) where to finde him; 
SA within/thoſe-foure walls , where| 
{vniuſt cruclry had diſpoſed of that] 
innocent Seer; Our of the obſcuri- | 
P ticof the priſon, is the pgore Pro-| 


Pher ferchc into thelighrofſo glo-] 


| _rious 
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rlous a Copkelion oft wo Kings; 
who thoughr this Conugcation | 
of Prophers nor ynworthy oftheir 
greatelt .repreſenration of State + 
| and Maieftic ; There he finds, Ze-| 
dekiab,the leader of that falle.crus, 
not{peaking ontely, bur atinghis | 
prediction; Signcs were no. leſlc 
.viedby the Prophets, than words; 
{ this _ farterer hath made him 
hornes of; iron; the horne is force- [ 
able, the-iron fs? © et by y.an| 
irreſi ſtible force. (hall 4bab.puſh 
the Syrians; asf there were: more 
ccrtaintie/in this, mans bands than 
P in his rongue,; If. this ſonne of Che-| 
| 2aauab,hadinot had a forchead of | 

'braſſeforim pudency, and an heart 
of. Lead. for flexibleneſſe; ro. hu- 
| mours, and times, hee had ncuer 


deuifed thelc horges of iron; 
| whe: i C- 
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ynto bloud : Howlocuer, it'is 
cnough for him that he'is belec- 
ued, that he is ſeconded; All the 
grear Inquelt of rhelſe Prophets 
gave vp their verdict by this fote- 


— 


 difſented : Vnanimitic of opinion 
. | 1 41 or , 
in the greateſt Eccleftaſtical afſem- 


| and as firme agreement in'error. 
The m-flenger that came fro Mj- 


= 4 


ina way of fanour; tels him what 


che-reſt ſaid, how they pleaſed; 


nefſe, thinke' enery 'man ſhould 
{ dote vpon their Idols; and hold 


 calab,likea carnall friend, fers him | 


Abs | 
wherewith his King was oared | 


— 


'man ;' not one of foure hundred | 


blies js nor cucr an argument of | 
truth; There may be ascommon, 


[ro varie, how beneficiallro'aſſent:] 


| Thoſe that adore carthly great-| 


. no 


— 


Pao» 


Lis, 9. TT and Mieatah, | | 


——_—_. 


no tetines too high for their aff 


caiah ſcores the motion ; hee 
knowes the price of the world, 
and conremines it, 4s the Lord liaeth, 


1 ſptake ; Nether feares , nor fa- 
/vours: can rempt the holily rc{o- 


foor ;zand whether they bee (ii: 


dare notcither alter, or concealc 


heir errand. 
The queſtion i is moued to Mi 


leatah: - He at firſt {o yeelds, thathe| 


contradidts; , yeelds in words,con- 
cradicts in' pronunciation; The 


{ſyllables are for them, the ſound 


again then: Ironies deny ſtron-. 
geltin 00: 5 a Now being 


bitious purchaſes. Faithfull Miz-| 


What the Lord ſaith vnto me, that will | 


lure; They can trample vpon dan-| 


gers, of honours, with a carelefſe| 


led, or frowned on by the great; 
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preſſed home, hee tels them that | 


| God had ſhewed him thoſe (heepe 


| of Iſrael ſhould. crc long, by this] 
| mcancs, want their Shephard ;| 
[The very reſemblance, toa good 
Prince, had beene affciuez The 
theepe is an helpleſle creature, 
| not able cither to guard or guide| 
it{clfe; all the fafetie, all the dire-} 
tion of it, -is from the keeper ; 
without whom,cucry curre chaſes 
and werrics it, cuery tracke {edu- 
cethir; Such (ball Iſracl ſoone be, 
[if Abab be ruled by his Prophets; 
[The King of Iſracl doth not be- 
[leeue, bur quarrell ; not athim- 
ſelfe, who had deſerued euill, bur 
atthe Prophet,who fore-ſignified 
it, and is more careful y—_ the 
King of Iuda ſhould marke how 
[rruche had fore-told concerning 


the 


_ 
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Prophet d fexcrold conic nin il 
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dangerousetfrour.; Whiles the two 


Kings fate: maicſtically. in rheir | 
thrones, he\yrels them of a more: | 


Beni 'Thr One, than their Sz 


fitting; Whiles they were compal- 


phers; ard ebouſands of Subictts, 
andSouldiers , hgrcls them of all 
the hoſt of heauen; attending that 
other Throne ;Whiles chey 1 were 
deliberating ofa watre; hce tels 


——_ of the God of heauen iultly 


Wc-4 decree- 


et; than bow: crue the| 


- Bold Mak ( as'no. crit dif. | 
|couraged wirh the vniuſt checks 
of grearnefſe)) doubles his predi- 


tion,and- by aſccond vition par- 
ucularizeth "the meanes of this | 


 wherton hofaw the King of Gods 
ed with :fame hundreds of Pro- | 
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deerecing - the jiudgement of a | 
deadly deception ro 4bab ; This| 

;decree of the higheſt is nor more| 
(plainly reuealed., than; .expreſicd | 
atobolicaliy: The wiſe and holy 
God is repreſented, after the man- | 


'ner of men, conſultingof' that ru- 
| irie, which heintended rothe wic- 


| ked King of Ifracl; Fhart increa- 
ted, and infinite wikdoms, needs 
notthe aduice of any: flkiee and 
created powers, to. dire him, 
'needs/notrhe affent, and aidof a- 
By ſpirit for his execution; much 
lefſe of an cuill one; yet here | an 
cuill-ſpirit is _ by way. 
of vidou mixt with paril Ypro-] 
fering the ſcruice of his lic yu 
cd, imploicd, ſucceſſcfull ; The 
figures arenot void'of ruth; The 


action and cuent is Akio 2de- 
cree ;} 
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| th 


| cree ; the deerce is ſhadowed our | 
by. the reſemblance' of humane 
proceedings ; All cuill motions, | 
'and counſels are originally from JE 
that malignant Spiric ; That euill | 
{pirit could haue no power ouct| 
| men, but by the permiſſion, by the 
decreeof the Almightie ; That Al- 
7 ue he is no Author of 1an, | 
{ſo he ordinates all cuill to good; | 
| Iris goodthar is juſt; iris juſtthat 
| one {innc ſhould be puniſhed by 
| another : Satan is herein no other 
{than the executioner of that God, | 
| whois as farre from infuſing euill, | 
as from not reucnging it ; Now k 
| Abab ſees the ground of that ap- | ; 
plauded conſent of his rabblc 
of Prophets ; one cuill ſpiric hath | 
no leſſe deceiued them, thaa they | 
rheir maſter ; he is one, therefore | 


V 3 he | | 
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| rherefore both he, and they agree- 


| Oh the noble and vndamicd: 
| ſpirir of Micbatah ; neither the} 


led by liers, they by a deuill; Sure- 
| 


.* 


_ ———_ 


—— — 


| he agices with himlelfe; he is coill,; 
indeceit;” 


| Thrones of the Kings , 'nor the! 
number of the Prophets could a- 
bate one word of his truc (choughr 
diſpleafing ) meſſage; The King 
of Iſracl ſhall heare, that he is miſ- 


ly Tehoſhaphat cannot but wonder 
at ſo vnequall a contention ; toſee 


| one filly Propher affronting foure| 
[hundred ; with whom leſt confi-| 


dence ſhould carrie it, bchold Ze- 


rtuplations.” LB, | 


ht Ct i. i. es, Ms. cm _ 
- "— a » 


dekzah more bold, more zealous ;" If 


the fiſt :' Before theſe rwo great 
Guardians of peace, and iultice, 


' 


; 


{wagge- 


—_ 


————_—_———— 
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| Michaiah hauc given him ( with his | 
| fellowes ) thelie, he giues Michaiah 


[ Fas 19. "a Micaiah. | =; 


| 


| the act was much vnbeſeeming | 


| preſumption haue becne well ta-| 


1, 


frraggering Zedekiah frail Mi-\ 
chaiah' on the face ; and with the 
blow expoſtulates; Which Way Went | 
the Spirit of the Lord from we, to 
ſpeake onto thee ? For a Prophet to| 
{mitc a Propher, in the faceof two | 
Kings , was intolerably inſolent ; | 


the perſon , more the preſence ;| 
Prophets may reproue, they may | 
not ſtrike; It was enongh for 4bab| 
ro puniſh with the hand ; no wea- 
pon was for Zedekiab, bur his] 


tongue ; » neither could this rude} 


ken, if malice had not made ma- 
giltracie inſenſible of this viurpa-| 
tion : Ahab was well contenteo {ee} 
that hated mouth beaten by any} 


band : It is no new condition of| 


Gods faichfull meſlengers ro ſmart | 
V 4 for | 
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| checked infolent Zedekiab ; Hee is 
[contentto giue wayto thistide of| 
| pcremptorie, and generall oppoi-| 
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for ſaying true. Falſhood doth| 
not more bewray it ſ{clfe in any 
thing, thanin blowes ; Truth ſuf-| / 
fers,whules crrar perſecutes: None 
arc more ready to boaſt of the Spi- 
rit of God , than thoſe thar haue| 
thelcaſt ; As in veſlels, the fullare 
Wen afoomns 1 ooo ar? 5 M8} 
- Innocent Michatah , neither de- 
fends, nor complaines; It. would 
hape well beſeemed the religious 
King of Iudah, ro haue ſpoken in| 
the cauſe of the dumbe, to haue 


: 


tion; The helplefleProphet ſtands| 
alone, yer laics about him with his| 
roNgue, Behold, thou ſhalt ſee in that| 
day, Wben thou ſhalt goe into aninner | 
camber, to hide thy-ſelfe;; Now: tho | 


proud 
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proud Baaliceſhewed himſglferoo 
much; cre long he hall bee, glad' 
to'lurke vnſcene. ; his hornes of 
{iron cannot beare off rhis danger. 
| Theſonue of Ahab cannot chuſe, 
but in the zeale. of reucnging his 
fachers deadly ſeducement, call for | 
- {rhatfalſe head of Zedekiab; In vaine 

| ſhall thac impoltor. ſecke to hide 
him(clfe from iuſtice; Bur, inthe 
nicanc. while, he. goes away with 
| honour 4 Michaiab with cenſure. 
| Take: Micaiab, and carrie him backe to 
Amion, the Gouernor of the Citie, and to 
Toaſh the Kings ſonne ; and ſay, Thus 
ſaith the King, Put this fellow in pri- 
ſon, and feed bim With bread of affli- 
Hon, and With water of affliction, on- 
till T come in. peace. 
An hard. doome of Truch ; The 
laylefor his lodging; courſe bread 
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[and water for his food, ſhall bur . 
relerue Micaiah for a far re- 


| ouercome in his reſolution ; hee| 
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e Thereturne of 4hab (hall be 
res oh of the Erophet ; Was not. 
this he that adviſed Benhadad, not 
ro boalt in putting on his Armour, 

as in the vngirding it; and 'doth he 
nov promiſc bimlelfe peace and 
victorie, before hee buckle it on?| 
No warning wit diff wade the wil-| 
full; So affured doth Abab make| 
himſclfe of ſucceſle, that he threats} 
cre he ooc, what he will doe when | 
he returnes in peace: How tuſtly 
doth God deride the mit: rele 
nings of proud and fooliſh men; 
If 4hab had had no other ſinnes, 
his very confidence ſhall defear 


him ; yet the Propher cannot bee 


— 


knowes his grounds ca de- 
celue 


| 


| 


| ſtimony' of the world in both; It 


| 


| hold haue wee for our foules, but 
| bis cternall word 2 The being of} 
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the credit of his funQtion vpon this 


iſſue ; If thoureturne at all in peace, the 


- 


Lord hath uot ſpoken by me; And hee 
faid, Fearken; O people, enery one of 
you ; Lethim neuer be called a Pro- 
phet, that dare not truſt his God ; 


— a 


neces or life; ſince hee knew | 
whom he belceued, the cucnt was | 


| palt ; Heis no God that is not con-' 
{tanto himſelfe ; Hath heſpoken, 
andſhall he nor pertorme 2 What 


 Godis not more ſure, than his pro- 
miſes, than his ſentences of iudge- 


ment; Well may we appealethetc- 


ceiuehim ; and dare therefore calt | 


This wasnoaduenture therefore of } 


no leſſefure, than if it had beene| 


there be not plagues for che wic-| 


old i 


Contemplations. 
ked, If chere | bee not rewards for 
therightcous,God hathnortſpoket 
| by vs. | 
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ſhapbat is carried with the' multi- 
tude ; Their forces are ioyncd a- 
gainſt Remoth.; The King of Iſrael 


owne clothes; Thus ſhall. he elude 
Mccbaiahs threat ; Iwis the tudge- 


not finde him out in this vnſuſpe- 
| ted diſguiſe ; How fondly doe 
vaine men imagine toſhifr off the 
|1ult reuenges of” the Almightie ? 
The King of Syria. giues charge 
to his Captaincs to fight againſt 
none,but the King of I{racl; Thus 


I — 
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Ly B.1'9, 


Not Abab onely, but. good lebo- | 


—_ 


doth notſorrult his Prophets;thar 
hee dares truſt himſelfe in his | 


meutof God, the Syrian ſhafts can- | 
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doth the vnthankfull. Infidell re-| 
pay the mercy of his late victor ;| 
- "= 
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Ill was that Snake faucd, that re. 

quites the fauour of his life, with 
| a ſting;; Thus-ſtill che greateſt are 

the faireſt marke to cnnious cycs. 
[By how:mach more eminent any 
man-is inthe Iſracl of God, ſo ma- 
ty more, and more dangerous enc- 

mics-mult he expect ; Both carth 
and hell:confj no inekain oppofiion 
rothe worchieſt. [Thoſe who are | 
aduanced>aboue  othets , hauc fo 
much morcnced of cheguard,both 


—_—_ N -and others. 
in fates had: | like: t6/ 


ispurſued;for him,in whoſe amity 
he bfferideds Mlisctiesdeliucr-him | 
his crics, norrohispurluers, butto 
_ God; whoſe.mercy takes not 
iof:ourcinfirmitie, but] 


ers; Ss | 
Me paid-dem: for forhis.louc; Hee | 


wane s:-fromthoſecnils, which 


Wwe 
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|we wilfully prouoke::.Ir is 4bab 
[againſt whom, not the Syrians 
| oncly, but God himſelfe intends | 
| chis quarrel}; The cnemy'is taken 


— "ms * WF —_ 


{ and mightic! hand: bf char. diuine| 


| our. actions 'to his owner:cnds; 


[atrowot the'{kong Archer; into 


was{horat'a vcutiuve,fals bya de- 
[{tiny ;andt 
|carficdedthitb. an hiddetidebcor: | 
{In allactions; 


[caluall;chy 


_ » << 4 
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off from Thofhaphat + Qbthe juſt 
prouidence:,. which dirc&etly all 


which takes: order. where-cucry 
{hafr-ſhall' light ; and guides the 


the joynts of: Ababs harneſle It} 


i. th... 


ere fal?,wherc-it may 


bork-yolqbraryand 
'will,O'Goth, ſhall bee 
gone by vs,:yvith-what,cucr 10- 


| 


|rentiohs. \ Lutle- did-;the:Syrian 
{know whom be:had ſtriken;:no 
| mote than the: arrow. wherewith 


he 


& | 


—_— 
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"M iroke : An inviſible hand dif. 
poſedof both, tothe puniſhinene 


Lis. 1:9.] 


chaiab ; How worthily; O Godjarr 
chou to bee adored in thy. juſtice, 
and wiſdome, to: bee feared inthy: 
iudgements: Too late doth 'Abeb 
nowthinke of the faire warnings 
of Michaiab, which hee vnwiſcly. 
contemned ; of- the painfull fat-. 


| 


bloud of his rynes downegutof 


charet, and/pajes-Nabotb hisatera- 
ges : Quhab,whatart thou the ber- 


of Ah ab zo the vindicationof Mi-| 


| 


reries of Zedekiab, which! he ſtub-| 
boroly. belceued-;., That: guiltic| 


i 


| his wound, ints;the mid{t of; his | 


ter for thine Tuory: houſe; whiles 
thou haſt a blacke ſoule 2 What 


'comfort haſt thou now, in thoſe 


Qtories ? 


flattering Prophets, which tickled | 
thinecares, and ſecured thee of vi- | 
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that thou waſt great:Who had nor 
 rathet be Michaiab it the layle;that 
 Abab inthe Charet : 2 Wieked men 
haue the aduantage of the way, 


podlymenof cheend; T heCharer 
poole of Satnaria; | 


{la doyges cone to ctaime rheir| 
__ bloud ofthe | 


1swalked inthe 


duc'irhey licke 
ofear King of Itacl;Thetongues 
of rhole brinteredditres thallmake 


ded; Abab indped'; Rehnains" R 


ctorie?Whatioy isiero thee now; | 


»odthe ronguc of Gods Prophet; 
Mj is/ i(tified; Naboth is re-| 
| wenged, che Baalites confoun- | 
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Et LI es A'H rexenged, 


-/ azial ſucceeds his fa 


Who could-looke for 


home iſſucof choſelojaes, of thoſe | 


| cxampics2 God followes him with 


adoubleiud gement; of the reuolr 
of Moab; and of his owne licknes 5 

All che reigne of Ahab , had Meab 
beene a quiet Tributanic: ;and fur- 
 miſhed Irael with rich Rockes, and 
flecces; now their ſubje&ion dicy- 


V2 ther Abab, both in his 
&-.chronc,and ih his fin :| 


with that warlike-King, and will 


* not] 


au 


i. 


{for obſtinare ſ1nners > whether in 


not be inhericed ; This rebellion | 
rooke aduantage,as from the wea-f 
ker ſpirirs, ſo from the {ickly bo-| 

dy of Ahaziah ; wholc diſeaſc was 
nor natural, but caſuall ; Walking | 
in his Palace of Samaria,ſome grate | 
iti the floore of his .Chamber;| 
breakes vnder him, and giues wa 
ro that fall, whereby heis bruiſed 
and languiſheth; The ſame hand] 
char guided Ababs ſhaft; crackes| 
Abaziahs latreſſe; How infinite va- 
rictic of plagues hath the iuſt God 


— 
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the held or inthe chamber, hes 
knowes to finde them out ; How| 
fearelclly did Abazjah walke on his 
'wonted pauement? The Lord hath 
laid a trap for him; whereinto, 
 whiles herhinkes leaſt,he falsirre- 


coucrably ; No place is ſafe for 


the 


* 
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chic man FORD is Al variance with, 
God. . 

The body of Abaziah 
more 1icke, than his ſoule was 
graceleſſe:'None' bur chance was 
bis cuemy, "none bur the God of 
Ekron mult be hisfriend ; He looks: 
nor vp to the: Omniporent hand 
of divine iultice for rhe diſeaſe, or 
of mercy for rhe remedy ; An (doll 
{ibis retuge, whether for curc , or 
ence; Wehearenot till now 
of Baal. zebub '; this new God of 
flies 1s (perhaps) of his making, 
| who'now 15.4 ſuter ro his with 
| ercction ; All theſc heathen deities 
| were Wi a Deuill, withchangeof 
appellations;rhe influctcoofrhat | 
| cuillſpirir MY nn thote miſerable 
clichrs ;, elſe,;there was no fliclo 
impotent as-thar our-fideof the 
FX... ood] 
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j gathered much credit co this Idoll; 
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God of Ekron; Who would think 
'thatany Ifraclite could ſo far dote 
'vpon aſtocke or a Fiend > Time 


th RE 
o 


1nſomuch as the Iewes afrerwards | 


{is the firft-that brings his Oracle 
bute of his deuotion ; Hee ſends 


 Baal-zebub the. god of Ekron, whether 
61 py 
I ſhall recouer of thu \diſeaſe ; The 


«i. 


tiled Beelszebub, the Prince of all | 
theregiors of darkneſle : Abazjab 


in requelt, -and- paics. him the tri- 


— 


meſſengers, and ſ{aies; Goe enquire of | 


| madneſſe was it in Abazzab roſceke 


meſſage was citheridle,or wicked; 
idle,it heſent it to a:ſtocke; if toa 
deuill; both idle and wicked.Whar 
can the moſt intelligent ſpirits 
know of future things, but whar 
they ſeccither in their cauſes, of in 
chelighr of parricipation ;; Whata 


to | 


a 


: 
\ Z 6 
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T— 
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un ay 
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gate ſtood open ? Couldthoſecuill 


[If notasIntelligencers, muchleſle 


who cannot bluſh to heare aud ſee, 
{char euen the very Euangelicall [- 


ſhrines of darkneſſe ? How many, 


ſend to theſe infernall- Qracles, 
and damnethemſelues wilfully, in 
| a vaine curiof1tic; The tneſfage of 


with a uſt diſdainc, as heere by 
Elyab, Is it not becauſe there 14 ndt a 
X 8 


[ 


| co the poſterne , whiles the fore- | 
{pirits truly oretell eyents.no way | 
pre-cxiltent, yer they might nor, | 
without finne, be conſulted ; the| 
euill of their nature debarres all} 
| the benefit of their information ;| 


| may they be {ought to, as gods: | 


'racl ſhould yecld Pilgrimes to the 


after this cleere light of the Goſj pel, | 
in their loſſes, in their fickneſles, | 


the Icalous God intercepts them, | 


God 


| 
— 
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Baal-zebub the god of Ekron * What 
caix be a greater diſparagement to. 
the true God than to be negle&ted, 
than to Rand alide;' and ſce vs 


there no God in 1(racl, in heauen, 


to bs culhicred from our dcuori- 
ons, asto hauca falſe god thruſt in 
 hisroome, is ſuch a ſcorne, as it is 
well if ic can eſcape with one 
death : Let now'the famous god 
| of 


makeloucto an helliſhriualÞ were | 


| what could we doe other? what | 
| worſe ? Thisaffront of whar cuer | 
Abaziah cannor eſcape without a | 
reuenge : Therefore thus ſaith tbe | 
| Loyd ; Thou ſhalt not come downe from | 
| that bed, on Which thou art gone op, | 
| but ſhalt ſurely die. Ttisan high in-| 
]dignitie rothe true God, nor tobe| 
ſoughtro, in our neceſſicies; bur o | 
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Godi in Tſrael, that ye got to enquire of | 
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of Ekron take off thatbrand of fra- 
> [red morralitic, which- the living 
Gad. hath fer ypon 4baxiab : Lee 
Baal-zebub make good ſome þer-| 
| rer newes1to his diſtreſſed ſuppli- 
| ant; Rather che King of Iſracl is 
himſclfe (wichour his repentance) 
haſting to Beel-zebub. This er-| 
rand is ſoone done; The meſſen- 
gers are'returned, cre; they goe:} 
Nota little were they amazed. to | 
 heare their ſecret meſſage from an- 
others mouth; neither could chule| 
butthinke; Herhar can cell what| 
| Abaziah ſaid, what he thought, can 
foretell how heſhal ſpeed; We haue 
| mct with a greater God than wee| 
went to ſeeke ; what need we in- 
qu tor another anſwer ; With 
| chis conceit, with this report, they | 
returne to their {icke Lord, and a- 
cy X 4 ſtoniſh 
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| Aonifh kim with {6 ſtore: {od falls $ 


Teltion; No maruell if hs Kifig 
inquited' curiouſly of the habir, 
fxſhion of the manthar cull 


þ know this, 'thar- durſt Tay this; 
They Ueleribs him a nian' whether; 


of-an hairy skinne, '6t of rough; 


this girded ; Abaxiab' "readily ap: 
pretends it iD bee Eljah; theold 
fiend of his father” Abdb, of bis 
mother kzebe] : More than ohce 
had he {eene him ( an vinweleome 
gueſt ) itithe Court of Irael ;;The' 
times had beene ſuch, that the 
Propher could not at once [peake 
true, and pleaſe; Nothibg but re- 
proofes and” menaces ſputided 
from the mouth of Eljah'; Michaj- 
ab and he were ſtill as welcometo 


theſ 


P_— « wu. 


i — 
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he 


1 Es 


EeGurſe, earcleſſe attire; this drettl | 
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fleth; Too well therefore had 
bazjab noted that querulous Seer, 
\andnow-is nota little troubledto 
{fee himſclte (mm {ucceſhon) haun- 


_ - —_ "=" " 


| {pirit. To 
|-  Beholdthe true ſonne of Jexe- 
' bel ; rhe anguith of his difcaſe, the 


i a 
> e—— 


Elyah ; Ic is againſt his will thar 
his death-bed is not bloudy : Had 
Abaziab-meant any other than a 
cruell violence to Elqab, hee had 
ſent a peaccable meſſenger, rocall 
him to the Court, he had nor ſent 
a Captaine; with a band of Soul- 
diers, to/fetch him ; the inſ{tru- 
ments'which hee vſerh, carrie re- 
venge irvcheirface ; If he had nor 

od * thought 


| the Syrian 'arrow was itito-chis 


|red with that bold, and ill-boding 


expectation of death cannor take | 
{oft rhe edge of his perſecution of 


| 


b 


| 
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| 


| 
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| 


all their baſe Deities ; what com- 


| which they know dwine; Whara 


— ——  —  — — 
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thought Elijah more than a man, 
what needed a band of fiftic to 
apprchend one ? and if hee did 
thinke him ſuch, why would he 
ſend ro apprehend him. by fitric? 
Surely Abazzab, knew of old how | 


— 


miraculous a Prophet Eyab was ; | 
what power that man had oucr 


— —_——. r—_—  — — a—_— —_ A... 


mand of the Elements, of the hea-: 
uens; and yet he ſcnds to attache 
him; Ir is a ſtrange thing to ſee 
how. wiltully godlefſe men ſtriue} 
againſt the ttreame of their owne| 
hearts ; hating that which they 
know good, fighting againſt that 


—_— 


roſle diſagreement is in the; meſ- 
- of this Ifraclitiſh Captaine? 
Thou man of God, the King bath ſaid, 
(ome downe ; If be were:a:man: of 
God, 


—W—... HtÞut. 
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God, how hath he offended? and 
if hehauc iultly offended the an- 
nointed of God, how is he a man 


| God, and haue not offended, why 
| thould he come downeto puniſh- 
| ment> Here is a kinde confeflion, 
| with a falſe heart, with bloudic 
| hands: The world is full of theſe 
windy curteſtes, real crue]ries : 
| Deadly malice lurkes vnder faire 
[ camplements, and whiles it flat- 


tnot himſclfe from the purſuit of 
Abaziab; rather he {its where hee 
may be moſt conſpicuous; on the 


copot an hull; this band knowes 


i. 


climbes vp, in the ſight of Elyab, 
for his arreſt; The ſteepneſſe of the | 
—_ (when they drew necte to| 


of God? And if he bee a man of| 


| rers, killeth. The Prophet hides| 


| well where tro finde him ; and |. 


; « 


the 


; 
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| gan |  Contemplations. a 
the higheſt reach ) yeclded a con- | 
ucnicnce both of reſpiration and | 
parle ; thence doth che Capraine | 
impcrioufly call downe- the. Pro- 
phet. Who would not tremblear 
chedreadfull anſwer of Elijab, If 7 
be a man of God, then let fire come | 


— <a — — _—— ” — 


'T- 


downe from heauen and conſume thee, 
and thy fiftie ; What ſhall we ſay? } 
That a Prophet is reuengefull;chac 
Souldicrs ſuffer whiles a Prophet | 
{trikes; thara Princzs command is | 
an{wered with imprecation, words | 
wich fire, that.an vnarmed. Scer 
ſhould killone and fiftic at a blow? 
There are fevy tracks of /Elyah chat | 
[arc ordinary, and fit for com- 
mon: feet; His actions are more. 
for wonder, than for precedent : 
Nor in-his owne defence would 


the Prophet haue beenethe _— 
0 
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Lin.19: Abaxiah ficke, 5, | 
of ſamaby, if God had nor. by. a || 


peculiar;inſftinet made bim anin-| 
{trument 'of this tult vengeance ; 
The:diuine juſtice findes it meer: 
to doothis for: the terror of Iracl, 
chat he. might reach-them, what ir 
was.to contemne, [to perſccute a 


Propher, ; thar they. might learne | 


to feare:him whom they had tor- | 
ſaken;, and: confeſle that heauen | 
was -ſcnſible of their infolencics, 


and. itnpictics ; 1 not as vilably, | 
yeras! certainly; doth God.pumiſh| . 


the: violations of. is: ordinances, 
the aftronts offered ro his meſicn- 


gersſtilland-cuer: Not cuer with | 


thefame ſpecd ; ſometimes; the 
puniſhment | ouertakes; the: at; 
{ometinies: dogs/at. afarre off, and 
(cizath ypon thebflender, when 
his crime is fargotten. , Here, no 

Siret {ooner 


| 
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ſopneris the-word out of Ely 
rtiouth; than the fire is ourof' hea- 
ueh : Oh rhewonderfull power of 
a Prophet! There ſits Elyab 1 in his 
oh mantle; on che top' of the 
hill, and coceniands the heauens, 
and they obey him, Les fire- fall 
downe from heauen ; Hee needs no 
more bur lay wher he would hauc 
done: The tirefals downe, as be- 
| fore, vponthe {acritice in (armel, 
ſonow vpon the Souldiers/of Abs- 


|yca of rhe world; had becnc in| 


{rheirroomes, ther had needed no | 


Pi 


| ziob;; What is tan in.che hands| 
| | ot his Maker? One flaſtrof light- | 
| {ning hath conſumed theleoncand | 
|fiftie ;Andif allrhehoſts of Iſracl, | 


1 other force; ; Whar madneſſe is it for 
| take? hl breath is/ 4n bis} 
a to contend with the Al- 


go mightic 2, >, 
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imitared this fiery reucnge of 
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mightic? The time was,when two | 


zealousDiſciples would faine haue 


Elijah, and were repelled with a 
checke; The very place puts them 
in minde bf the 1dgement :'Not 


farre from Samaria was this done{! 
| by Zyab,and wiſhrto bee doneby 
| che Diſciples : So churlith a reic- | 
| 


cion of a Sautour ſeemed no lefſe 
hainous, than the endevour of ap- 
prehendinga Prophet ; Lord, wile 
thou that we command fire to come down 


| 
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from 'beauen, and ronſume them, as | 


Elias did; The world yecldedbut' 


in him, mighr he on 1n'anorher;' 
thelcaſt variation of circumſtance 
may makean example dangerous;' 
preſently thereforedoe they heare, 
Te know not of what fpirit ye are; is 
LEY, | Li1Ee 


| one Hlia#'p That which was zeale! 
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| che-calling that varies the ſpirit; 
Elijah was Gods miniſter for the| 
execution, of {o- ſcuere a 'judge-. 
ment, they were but the Seruants| 
of: their owne impotehr anger ; | 
there : was. fire. in their breaſts, | 
which -Gad neuer kindled ; farre| 
was it from the Saujour of meg, 
ro{econd their carthly, fire, with; 
his ticagenly; He came indeed ro |: 
{cnd' tire -ypon earth /;, bus-1ro| 
warms, not. to: burne.; and if ro] 
hurnc, noetheperſons of men, but | 
their. corruptions ; Haw muchi| 
more ſafe is ir for ys to followihei 
Teeke Propheriof the New. Telka-| 
ment, thanthat ferucoe Prapheriaf| 
the: Old Let the maner of our| 
prayers be theſwcer:-dewes of mer | 
cy, not the fire,of vengeante,.' 14] 

Would not 'any \man-+haus] 


thought}! 
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choughr Abaziah ſufficiently war. 
ned by fo terrible a judgement: 
| Could he cbuſe bur ſay, It is no 
 medling witha manthat canſpcak | 
lightning and death ; What he hath 
ſaid concerning me, is too well 
approuced by what he hath done 
ro my meſſengers; Gods hand is 
with him,mincſhall not be againſt 
him ; Yet now,bchold, therage of 
| Abazjab is {o much the more kind- 
led by this fire from heauen ; and| 
[a more reſolute Capraine, with | 
aſccond band,is {ent to fetch Elyah 
ro death; This man is in haſte; and 
| commands nor onely his deſcent, 
but his ſpeed; Come downe quickly . 
The charge implycsa threat; Elyab bl 
| muſt looke for force, if hee yeeld 

nor; There needs no other wea- 
pon for defence, for offence, than 


Y the | 


=y 7 - [od 


| with the Almightic, he will needs 


Hovv hot aſeruice muſtthis Com- 
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| the Fry rongue, the ſame breath; 


rroupes of 4bazjah : Immediatly, 
doth a ſudden flame breake out of 


|heaucn, and conſume this forward 


is a juſt preſage and deſert of ru- 
inc, notto bee warned : Worthily 


not rake them. 
What Marble, or Flint is harder 


" wg wicked heart? As if Abazt- 
« would deſpightſully fpitin yl 


face of heauen, and wreſtle a fall 


yet againefet a third Captaine, vp-- 
'on ſo deſperate an imployment ; 


mander needs thinke himſelfe put 
\vpon? Who can bur -pittic his 


PRes 2 There is death before him, 


Leader, and his bold followers :Ir | 


God hath: fire cnough- for all the 


— 


arc they made” examples, that will 


death | 
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|rbe Kings wrath/is the:meflenger 
| of death; if-he1goe; the Prophets 


| ment chat befell/ his Predeceflors;\ 
P11 L *& the 


Lin19. Abaxiahfickeg$3c. 
deartrbchinde him-2.1f-hegoenor, 


rongue is rheexecutio ncr-of death; 
Many an hard-taske will:follow 


| the ſcruice of a Prince wedded to} 


bis paſſion, divorced from God ; 
Vowillingly,doubtlefſe,and feare- 
fully dothchis Captaineclimbevp 
the hill, ro ſcale: chat impregnable 
Fort ; but now; when he comes 
neere tothe aſſault, rhe:Batrerie 


thar he Jaiesto it, 1s hisprayers; his} 


ſureſt fight is vpon his knees; He 
went yp, and came, and fell -opon his 
knees, before Elyah, and beſought him, 
and ſaid onto him, O man of God, 1 


OO In 


pray thee ,"let -my life ; and. the life of | 
| theſe fiftie thy feruants, be pretions in 


thy ſight ; hee confeſſes che iudge- 


— ——————— __.________ 
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the monuments of their deſtructi- 
on were in his cyc, and theterror | 
of it, ih his heart; of an cnemy 
thereforc he is become aſuppliant, 
andſucs notſo much for the Pro- 

hets yeeldance, as for his owne| 
ife; This was the way to offer vio- | 
lence to the Propher of God, to| 
"che God: of that Propher, euen.| 
bumble ſupplications; Wee mult | 
deprecate thar-cuill, which wee| 
would auoid ; if wee would force 
bleſſings, we mult intrear them ; 
There is nothing to begotten from |. 
Godby ſtrong hand, any thing by 
ſair. The life of the Capraine is 
| preſcrucd ; Eljah is by the Angell 


——CC 


—_ 


commanded to goe downe with 
him, ſpeedily, fearelefly. The Pro-| 
pher calts not with bimſelf&: What | | 
ſafctic can there bee in this iour- 
ney 2 
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knowes not how to feare ; and 


raiſe them. 


canascafily contemne- the ſugge- 


ſtion of perils, as infidelicic can 


The 


ney 21 ſhall put my ſclfe into the | 
| hands of rude Souldiers, and: by | 
them, into the hands of an evra- 
| ged King _ if hee did not eagerly | 
| thirſt afrer my bloud, he had ncuer| 
ſought it,- with ſo much-loſle; 
| | But, fo ſoone as he had a charge 
\from the Angell, hce:-walkes 
downerelolutcly, and ( as itwere ) 
darcs the dangers of ſo great an 
hoſtilitie : Hee knew that: the 
{ fame God, who had fought for 
| him, vpon the: hill, would nor 
leaue him in the Valley ; hee 
knerv that the Angell which, bade 
him _ , Was gnard- enough a- 
gainſt a worldof cnemics.: Faith 


a 
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-: ThePropherlaokes boldly yp- 
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was 'nata linledi-aftefted to him; 


bed:climgber of Jhariah and 


wordsto his head; which hee had 
urine "not long” fince by; his 
fictt-meſſengers.;' Not one Glas 
ble will :the | 28 abate of his 
errand; Ic'is:not foran Herald of 
heaurnco be-out of countenance ; 
of to:mince oughrof the: moſt kat; 
wh: aeflagesot his God. | :: 
WATTS the inexpected; confi- 
heath ofthe man; and of the 
ſpeech. amazed the fckw King of | 
Hracl ,- or | whether the feare of | 
ſonwipe nt-judgement ( wherc-| 
with oe might ſuſpe 
comearmed _ any 2 of vio-| 


afnd-:comes: conkdently :3nta the | 


(ticksinorro ſpeakeoucr thefame| 
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th 'the:Court; which Joubttletſc 
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lence that ſhould bee- oftered ) 
oucr-awed him ; or whether now 
latthe laſt, vpon the ſightand bea- 
ring of this..man of God, the 
Kings heart beganto relenr, and| 


checke it ſclte torthatſinne, - for 
which hce was juſtly reproucd; I 
know not ;but ſure I am;rhePro- 
phet goes away vnrouched; nci- 
[ther the; furious purpoſes of d4ba- | 
| ziab,  nor-the' cxaſperations of a| 
Texebel can hurt. that// Propher, | 
whom God hath intended to a 
fiery Chariot; The-: hearts! of 
Kipgs are' not their- owne': Sub- 
ies arc nat.;lo';much in their 
hands, as they arciin their Makers: 
How cafily-can God taine thc 


carcere, ſtop them .0n: the 1ud- | 


 fterceneſle- of any creature; and | 


IM den, 
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| den, & fercht them vponthe Knees 
| of their humble ſubmiſſhon : It is. 


| of his ownecommands; who can 
|at plcaſurecither auert cuils, orim- 
{proucthem to good. 25023 | 
| According to the word of thePro- 
| phet, Ahaziah dies ;not two whole 


(Iſracl ; which he now muſt yeeld 


[ucrament: As alwaies'in the other, 


— 
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good truſting God with the cucnts 


yeeres doth he {ir inthethrone of 


(in the want of children) to his 
brother, Wickedneſlc ſhortens his 
reigne; he had roo much of Ahab, 


| & Texebelrocxpetthebleſiing,ei- 
ther of length;orproſperitic of go- 


ſo oft-rimesin this world dothGod 
teſtific his angerro wicked men 
Some liue long;that they may ag- 
grauatetheiriudgement;others die| | 


ſoone, thatthey may haſten ic. - © | 
_ 


_— DS ISR <tr a ous gy, Gu © 


L1B. 19. The Raptnre of Elijah. 


EECEEEEDDDTERD | 
THE RAPTVY RE 
of ELijan. _ 

[EDD EEE KDE 
W CE Ong and happily hath 


[[08 ARES] Elyab fought the wars 
IE. of his God; and now 
$8 after his noble, and | 
ictories , God will ſend | 
| 
| 
| quaints him before hand with the j 
determination of bisglory. How , 
full of heauenly ioy. was the ſoule lf 


{of Eljab; whiles he forcknew, and 
lookt ſor 'this inſtant-happincſle . «(21 
Wir ks! 


— 
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With what contempr did hee caſt 
bis cies vpon that carth which hee 
was now preſently to legue, with 
what rauiſhments of inward plea-: 
| ſure did he looke” ypont that hea- 
| ver-whichhe-was to iniay? Fora| 
meet farc-well ro the earth, Flyah 
willgoe viſit the ſchoples of the 
Prophets, - before his -depaxtute: 
Theſe were ia his way. Of any 
part of the carth they wereneerc(t 
vnto hcauen;Io an holy,progreſle| 
| therefore hewalks his laſt round, 
| from Gilgal, (neete Jordan) to Bethel, 


from Bethel to Jericho , from Tericho 1 
| ro: Jordan againe; In all theſe fa- 
| cred Colledges:of Diuines, hee| 
meaut. to-leaue the legacie.of his 
lous, counſcll,,confirmation, bleſ- 
ling, How. happy a thing'it is, 


whiles we. are: ypon carth:to im- 


| £230', prouc 


—  — 
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roucour timeand gitts corhebelt 
behoofe of Gods:Church? Andat- 
rertheaſſurance of our owne bleſ- | 
{ednefle, to help others to the ſame 
 |heauen'> Bur, O: God, who'can 
bur wonder ar-the courſe of thy 
wile and powerfull: adminiſtrati- 
ons? Euenin the midſt of thede- 
generation, and Idolatriesot Ifracl 
hatt:thon referued ro thy ſelfe 
| whole ſocieties of haly Prophets; 
and out'of rhoſe 1infull and: re: 
 uolted Tribes, haft raiſed the rwo 
oreat miracles of Prophets, Elyjab, 
and Ehſha, in an immediar fuccefls- 
on: Tadab it ſelfe vaderareligious| 
OE yeelded notſo eminent, 
and clecrely illuminated ſpirits: The 
mercyof our prouident'G od will 
neither bee confined, nor'exclu- 
{$706 pam Te —_— 
| OSD.) O 
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of publike profeſſion , nor exclu- 
Jed from thedepraucd Congrega- 
tions of his owne people ; where 
hehath louecd, hecannot cafily bee | 
eſtranged: Rather, where ſinnea- | | 
|bounds, his gracc 'aboundcth. 
much more; and raifeth ſo much | 
ſtronger helps, as hee ſces the dan- 
| gers greater, | 
| Happy was Elij/ha in the arten- | 
danceof ſo gracious a maſter, and 
| morc happy that he knows ir: Faine 
would Eljah ſhake him off at Gil-| 
gal; if nor there, at Bethel; if not 
yet there, at Jericho. A priuate mel- 
ſage ( o1-which Ehjah muſt goc 
alone )is pretended, fromthe Lord; } 
Whether ſhall wee fay the Propher 
|did:this for the triall of the con- 
| ſtantaffeCtion of his carcfull and} 
| diligent ſcruant,or,that it wascon- | 


ccaled| 


| 
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| cealed from Elijah that his depar- 
| cure was rcucalcd to Eliſha: Per. 
| haps hethat knew of his owne tc- 
ception into heaucu, did not know 
| what witneſſes would be allowed 
to thatmiraculous at : andnow 
| his humble modetic aftetcd a (1- 
| [car and vn-noted paſſage;Eucn E- 
liſha knew Fats, 1 that was 
hid from his maſter, now ypon 
the threſhold of heauen:No mecre 
creature. was cuer made. of the|\ 
whole counſcll of the Higheſt: 
Somethings haue bin diſcloſed ro | 


babes and nouices,that haue beene | 


cloſed yp to the molt wile and iu- 


dicious: In naturall ſpeculations | 
| thegreater wit, and deeper judge-| 


{| menr ſtill carics it; bur in the reuc- 
lations of God, the fauour of his | 
| choice ſwaics all ; not che power 


_ of 


"In 
it. 


— — 


\ - —— 
—_ a. . 


b | of ourapprehenſion : ;The maſter 


————oo—mm— mn 
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may both command and intreat 
hisTeruanrs ſtay; *in vaine ; Eliſha 
muſt be pardoned this holy: and 
zealous diſobedience, As the Lord 
| zueth; and as thy foule liueth,- I will 
| not leane thee ; His maſter may be 
withdrawne from him, hee will 
| n6t be'wichdrawne from his/ma- 
| ſter, He knew'that the bleſſing was 
| attheparting ;and if hee had dili- 


| now flacked in the laſt act, he had 
[loſt the reward of his ſatviive: The 
cucning praiſes the day; and the 
chiefe/grace of thethearer is in the 


| and 1'will ginethee a Crowne of life. | 
* "Thar Elyab ſhould be rranſlated, 


| and what day he ſhould be ranſla- 
oy) God would haue no ſecret; | 


— 


[gently attended all his life, and] 


laſt Scene; Bee faithfull to the death,| 


The 


— — w_— 7 Ro . -— 


— 
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 Theſonnes of theProphets at Be- 
| thel, at Tericho, both 'know it, and 
aske Eliſha if hee" knew it not; 
Knoweft thou that the Lord will take a- | 
way thy maiter from thy head this day* 
and hean{wered, Wea; T know it, bold 
| yee your peace. How familiarly doe 
theſe P;ophers inter-know one att- | 
other ? How kindly docthey com- 
| municate their viſions 2 Scldome 
eucr was ay knowledge giuen to 
keepe, bur to 1mpart ;The grace of 
this rich Tewell is Joſt in conceale- 
ment; The remouall of an Ekjah 
is ſo important a buſineſle; rharit| 
is not fir to be done withoutnoile; 
Many ſhall haue their ſhare'in-his 
| loſe;hemulſt be miſſed on theſud- 
leenzit was meet therefore thatthe 
world ſhould know'his raprure| 
| ſhould be diuine ad plorious. Idoe| 


not | 
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not finde where the day of any na- 
turall death is notified ro ſo many; 
by how much! more wonder therc | 
was in this Aſſumption, by ſo| 
much more ſhall ic be fore-reuca- 
led. Irisenough for ordinary oc- 
currents to be knowne in. their e- 
uent : ſupernaturall things hauc 
necd of premonition, that mens 
hearts may bee both preparcd for 
their reccit, and confirmed in their 
certaintic. Thrice was Hliſha in- 
treated, thrice hath he denied, to 
ſtay bchinde his now-departing 
maſter ; on whom both his cycs 
and his choughts arc ſo. fixed, that | 
he cannotgiucallowanceſo much | 
as totheinterpellation of a queſti- 
onof his fcllow-Prophets : Toge- 
ther therefore are this wonderfull 
 paire comane' to the laſt ſtage of 


ps their 


CP 
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cheir ſeparation, the bankes of Jor- 
dan. Thole that were nor admit- 
ced:to bee attendants of the jour: 
| ncy, yet will not be debarred. from 
being ſpetators of ſo maruclious 
an iſſue; Fiftie men of rhe ſonnes 
| of the Prophers went. and ſtood. 
to view a farre off; I marucll there 
were. no more ;, How could auy 
ſonne of the Prophets ſtay wichin | 
his Colledge-walls that day ; when 
hee knew what was cant. to 
Eljab?Perhapsthough they -knew 
thatto be the Prophets laſt day; 
yet they might chinke his diſpariti- 
on ſhould be ſudden, and inſenft-| 
ble; beſides., they found , how 
much he affected ſecrecy. in this in- 
| tended departure : yer the fittie 
| Prophets of Jericho will make| 

proote of their cies, & with much. 
Z 1nten- | S 1 
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raiſed thy ſelfe from the dead,thou 


five hundred brechren at once; 


X | | 
'to heauen, thou didſt not aſcend 


the mount of Oliues ; nor in; the 


Night, not alone, bur in theclecre 
day, inthe view of many cyes; 
which were ſo fixed vpon that| 
point of thine heaucn, that they. 


—_—I. 


———— 
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intention aſſay who ſhall haue the 


laſt ſight of Elijah ; Miracles are | 


not purpoſed to filenceand obſcu- 
ritic ; God will not worke won- 
ders without witneſles ; {1nce hee 
doth them on purpoſe to win glo- 
ry to his name, his end were fru- 
{trate withour their notice. Euen 
{o, O'Sauiour , when thou hadſt 


wouldſt bee ſcene of more than 


and when thou wouldlt raiſe vp 


thy glorified body from earth in- 


from ſome cloſe valley, but from 


could 


tt... _—_ 


| 
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could ſcarce bee remoucd by the| 


checke of Angels. | 
 Tordan mult be croſſed by Eljah| 
in his way to heauen : Theremuſt| 
bea meet parallel berwixt the two| 
great Prophets, that ſhall mecr 
Chriſt ypon Tabor ; Moſes and El:-| 
as; Both recciued viſions on Ho- 
reb, to both God appeared there in 
fire, and other: foimes of rerrour; | 
borh were ſent to Kings ; one to | 
Phareob, the other to 2hab i Both 
prepared miraculous Tables , the 
oncof Quailes'and Manna in the 
Deſert, the other of 'Meale and 
Oyle in Sarepta ; Both * opened: 
heaucn, the one forthat nouriſhing 
dew, theother for thoſe refreſhing | 
ſhowres.; Both reuenged Idola- 
trics with the ſword, the one vpon 


the worlhippers of the golden 


| 345 | 


fog Calte, 
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I Calte, the other vpon the fourc 


hundred Baalites ; Both quenched 
the drought of I{rael, the one out 
of the Rocks, the other our of the 
Cloud ; Both diuided the wa- 
ters, the-one of the Red-ſea, the 
other of Tordan : Both of them 
| are forewarned of their departure; 
| Both muſt be fercht EY 


—— ——— 


craaſlared, the body of Moſes is 


| hid : What Moſes doth by his Rod, 


Eljah doth by his Mantle ; with 
| that he {mites the waters, mg 
(as fearin g the diuine power whic 


away from him ; and ſtand on 
heapes, lcauing their dry channel] 
for the paſſage of thoſe awfull 
feet : It is nor long fince hee mul. 
aed them with a generall cxlicca- 


tion ; 


dt 
AOIr—_ bn. ce em... — — 


_— i... 


cyond. 
| Tordan ; The, body of Eljah is 


wrought with the Prophet ) run| 


k ——— 
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| 
| 


| 
| 


[tion;now he only bids them land 
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a{ide}and giue way to his laſt walk; 
that he might with dry feer mount 
vp into the celeſt!al| charior. | 


I 


— 


The waters doc not now firſt 


obcy him ; they know that man- 


tle of old ; which hath oft giuen 


{[iwes to their falling, rif1ag, ſtand- 


'®, 


when Eljah findes himlelfe trea-. 
ding or his laſt earth, he profcrs a' 


| munificent boone to his faithtull | 
| ſeruant, 4ske what 1 /hall doe for thee 


before I am taken fr6 thee; 1 doc not 
heare him fay,Aske of me when I am 


be more able to beſtead thee ; but acke 


gone, Inmy glorifi:d condition, Iſball | 


;ing :they are paſt oucr; and now| 


tt 


before Igoe. We hauc a communion 
with the Saints departed, not a 


commerce ; when they are inabled | 


ro doc more for vs, they arc lefſe | 


L 3 2 AB. 


kD 
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'} 
| werepreſumptionto be bountifull 
lon anothers colt ; without leauc 
{of the owner; The mercy of our 

good God allowes his fauoorites 


—_— 


% Wy 
. 
} 


8 [2p! to be ſolicited by vs; Itis ſafe 
| arc card. Had not Elyah receiued 
'[a peculiar inſtin&t for this profer, 

he had not beene thus liberal : Ir 


[not onely to _recciue for them- 
| felues, bur to conuey bleflings to 
| others; What can that man want 


| 
| ſecke fora ſuit ; It was 10 his heart, 
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ſuing where we are ſurc that wee| 


not onely to receiue, bur to giue; 


thatis befriended of the faithfull > 
Eliſha needs not goc farrc to 


in bis mouth ; Let a dowble portion 


bur Elba would be his heire, and | 


of thy ſpirit be pon me. hav? Pro- 
pt mult bee a ſonne to lab ; 


craucs. the happy right of hispri- 


mogent- 


—_—_Þ. 


| 
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mogeniture, the double ſhare to 
his brethren : It was not wealth, 
nor faferie, nor caſe, nor honour 
that Eliſha cares for, the world lies 
open before him, he may take his 
choice; the reſt hee contemneth, 
nothing will ſcrue him buta large 
 mea{ure of his maſters ſpirit; No 
carnal[ thought was guiltic of this 
ſacred ambition ; Aﬀeation of 
eminence was too baſe a conceir 


{aw that the times needed ſtrong 


not otherwiſe wcild the ſucceſhon 
to ſucha maſter, therefore he ſues 
for a double portion of ſpirit; the 
ſpirit of propheſic to forcknow, 
beſpiri of power to worke ; We 
cannot be too couctous, too am- 


bicious of ſpirituall gifts,ſuch eſpe- 


| 


Z 4 cially 


ro fall into thatman of God; He| 


conuictions, he ſaw that he could| 


— 
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__ 
cially as may inable vs ro win moſt | 
aduantage to God in our vocati- 
ous. Qur wiſhes are thetruetouch- 
ſtone of our eſtate; ſuch as wee 
wiſh to be, weare; worldly hearts | 
affect carthly things, ſpiritual, di-| 
vine: ; wee cannot better know 
what weare indeed, than by what 
we would be. 

Eljah acknowledges the difh- 
cultie,.and promiſes the grant of 
ſogreat a requelt : ſuſpended yet 
vpon the condition of Eliſhaes 
eyc-{1ght. Tf thou ſee mee when I 
am taken from thee, it ſhall be ſo pn- 
to thee ; but if not, it | ſhall not bee; 
Whatare theeyes tothe furniture: 
of the ſoule 2 What power is there 
in thoſe viſe beames to draw: 
downea double portion of Eljahs 
Spirit 2:God doth nor alwaies 

| looke} 


— > bc 
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looke at efhcacicand merit inthe 
conditions of our actions, but 
at the freedome of his owne a 

pointments - The cy was rs 
ro bee imployed as the feruant of 
che hcarr ; that the deſires might 
|bee ſo much more intended with 
che ſight ; Vehemence 1s | the} 
way. to'{pecd both in carth, and 
in heauen ; If bur theeye-lids of 
[Eliſha fall, if his thoughts ſlac-| 
[kcn, his hopes are dafhed ; There | 
muſt bee fixedneſle and vigilan- 
cie, in thoſe that defire double 


Oraccs. 

Eljahb was going on,and talking, 
when the Chariot of heauen came 
to fetchuhim ; Surely, had northat 
conference been needful & dine, 
ir hadgiuenwayto meditation;and | 
Eljah had becne'taken vp racher 


| 
| 
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from his knees, than from his feer; 
There can bee _no better poſture, 
or ltate, forthe meſſenger of our 
diſſolution to finde vs in, thanina 
diligent profccution of our cal- 
ling ; The buſtcatrendance of our 
holy vocation is no lefle pleaſing 
|to God, than an immediate deuo- 


| 


tion; Happy is the ſeruant whom | 


rhe maſter (when he comes ) {hall 


finde ſo doing. 


Oh the ſingular glory of Elyah! | 


What mortall creature cuer had 
this honour to be. viſibly fetched 
by the Angels of God to his hea- 
ucn2 Every ſoulc of theeleft is at- 
tendedandcarticd to bleſſedneflc 
by choſe inviſible meſſengers, bur, 
| whatficth and bloud wascucr gra- 
ced with ſuch a conuoy? There 
are three bodily Inhabitants of 


Heauen of 


| 


— 


_ 


- ee a RN _ 
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Heauen ; Henoch, Elyjah, our Saui- 
our Chriſt. The firſt beforethe| 
| Law; the ſecond vnder the Law; } 
the third ynder the Goſpell ; All} 
three ina ſcuerall forme of tranſla-| 
tion ; Our blefſed Sauiour raiſed 
himſelfe to and aboue the hea- 
uens, by his owne immediate por 
| wer; heaſcended as the ſonne,they 
as ſeruants ; he - as God, they as 
| creatures; Eljah aſcended by the 
viſible miniftery of Angels ; He- 
noch inſcn{ibly ; Wherefore, .O 
God, haſt thou donethus, bur to 
giucvsa taſtcof what (hall be?to 
et vs ſee that heauen was neucr| 
ſhut co the faithfull; ro giue vs al- 

ſurance of the future glorification 

of this mortall- and corrupcible | 
part?” -. 


thou | 
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Euen thus; © Saniour, when 
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| with a ſhour, with the voice of an 


| 


—_— 


| ro dwell with thee in glory. 


| other, moſt often hath the Alm»gh- 


— CE —_ _ 
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chibe ſhalc dilein: "DF heauen 


Archangel, and with the tramp of 
God; we that are aliuc and remainec 
thall be caught vp together with 
the raiſed bodies of thy Saints, into 
the clouds,ro meet thee in the aire, 


— —_— 


— — 


Many tormes haue thoſe celcſti- 
all Spirics taken to themſelues in 
cheir apparitions to men ; butof all | 


| 


tiemade his meſſengers a flame of 


he ; neuer more properly than 


[from hcauen to earth? How fitly | 


. . A R 3 
| fires caric him frocarch to heauen 2 | 


here ; How had the Spirit of God 
kindled the hot fires of zeale inthe | 
brealt of Eljah ? How had: this 
Prophet thrice commanded' fire | 


[now at laſt doe theſe Seraphicall} 


What | 


| 


| 


| 


| 


| uourable change hath ſome equi- 


| the heauens ſhall be flaming abour 
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Hm 


Whar doc wee {ce in this rapture 
of Elyah, but violence and terror, 


| whirlewind and fire? two of tholc 


fcarefull repreſentations which 
the Prophet had1n therock of Ho- 
reb ; Neucr any man cntred into 
glory with caſe ; Euen the moſt fa- 


ualcncyto a natural diſſolution. Al- 
chough doubtleſſe to Elijah this 
fire had lighcſomneſle and reſplen- 
dence, nor terror ; this whirlwind | 
had ſpeed, not violence; Thus haſt 
chou, O Sauiour, bidden vs when | 
the Elements ſhall be diſſulued, 8 | 


— 


our cares,to lift vp our heads with 
toy,becaule our redemption draw- 
cth nigh. Come. death, come fire, | 
come whitlwind, they are worthy 
to be welcome that ſhall caric vs to 
immortalitie. This | 
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"This arreption was ſudden, yet 
Eliſha ſees both the Charct, and 
the horſes, and the aſcent; and 
cries to his now changed malter, 
berweene heauen and carch , My 
father, my father, the charet of Iſra-| 
el, and the horſe-men thereof. Sha- 
phat of Abel-meholah, hath yeclded 

| this ticlero Ehjab ; the naturall fa- 
ther of Eli/ba, to the ſpirituall ; nei- 


[cher of them may bee negledted, 


but, after the yoke of oxen killed 
at the farewell, wee heare of no 
[more greetings , no more bewai- 
[lings of his bodily parent ; and 
{ now that Eljah is taken from him, 
hee cries out, like a diſtreſſed Or- 
phane, My father, my father ; and 
whe he hath loſt the ſight of him, 
| he rends his clothes in peeces, ac- 

cording to the fafhion of the moſt 

paſhonate 


| 


| vpon the ſame wheeles mounted 


| chis heauenly charet and horſes 


—_— 


paſſionate mourners ; That Eliſha 
{ces his maſter halfe-way in hea- 


uen, cannot take away the ſorrow 


—— > ——___ 


PLES 4 M2 4 
ir private afcction that mult {way 


our gricfe, but reſpe&ts to the pub- 
hke ; Eliſhalaics not onely, My #4- 
ther, but the charet and horſe-men 
of Iſrael. That wee haue for: 
gone a father, ſhould not ſo much 
trouble vs, as that Iſracl hath loſt 
his guard. Certainly, the view of | 


that camefor Eljah, puts Eliſha in 
minde of that charer aud horlſe- 
men, which Ekjah was to l[racl. 
Theſe were Gods charcrt, Eljah was 
theirs: Gods charet and thcirs arc 


lk”. ths. AM. Er et at 


into. 
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into  heauch ; No forces are ſo 
ſtrong as the ſpiritual; the prayers | 
of an Eljah arc more powerfull 
than all the Armies of fleſh; The| 
frlt ching that this Scer diſcernes, 
aftcr the {eparation of his maſter, | 
is, the: nakedneſſe of 1{racl in his 
loſſe. If we muſter Souldicrs, and 
leeſe zealous Prophets, it is but a 
wofull exchange.  - 

_ Eljahs Mantle fals from him in 
the rifing ; there 'was no vic of 
| that, whither he was going, there 
| was, whence he was taken: Eliſha 
| juſtly takes vp this deare-monu- 

ment of his glorified maſter 3 A 
good ſupply for his rent garments; | 
This was it which ( in preſage of 
his furure right) Ekjah inueſted 
him withall, vpon the firſt fight, 
when he was ploughing with the 


ewcluc 
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from -heaucn to his poſſefſion ; 1 


| doc not fee himadoreſo precious | 
arclique, Ifce him takeir vp, and | 
calt is abour him ; Penſiue and | 


maſterlefſe doth hee nory come! 
backe ro the bankes of Tordan, 
whoſe ſtreame he mult paſſein his 
returneto the Schoolkes of the Pro- 
phers. Erc while he ſaw what way 


notinthecloth, bur in the Spirir 
{ of him that woreit; to triethere- 
fore whether: he were no [eſe the 
heire of thar ſpirir,than of thar-gar- 
ment , hetooke the mantle of Elyab 


Eliſha doth not expoſtulate, and 


evelue yoke of oxen ; nowir fals| 


— — 


that riucr gaue to the mantle of | 
Eljab; he knew that power was | 


and {more the waters, and faid, | 
Where is the Lord God off Elyah *| 


challenge, bur pray ; As if heaid, | 
Aa 


w— 
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. 


Lord} 
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Loyd God it was thy promi e to weby 
my departed maſler, that if 1 ſhould ſee 
bim in by la#t paſſage, a double portion 


lowed bim with my cies in that fire, and 
| whirlewind ; now therefore,O God make 
good thy gracious word to thy ſeruant; 


Po_— \Y 


culous power Wherewith thou ſhalt in- 
due me ; Let br dan giue the fame way 
| 20 82, that, it gaue tomy 'maiter.. Im- 


ledgingthe ſame Mantle, though 
{in another hand)diuides it{clie,and 
ycelds paſſage tothe ſucceſſor 'of 


ſhew ſome token opou mee for good ; | 
make this the firs proofe of the mira-| 


| mediatly the ſtreame (as acknows | 


| 


| 


| of bis Spirit ſhould be pon me.: 1 fol- | 


| 


—__ 
: N a ———__ —— 


— 


Eljah, +. 


hauipz beene'a farre oft witneſſes 


n 


ſee that Elyab (though tranſlated 
10. | "Pa It 


 IG3--IADCS IE} STEAL 
| ; The fifty ſonnes of the Prophets | 
| of theſeadmirable euents, doe well | 


tn 
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hinde him ; they meet Eliſha, and 
bow themſclues rothegroundbe- 


of E/yab which they had woar to 
{toop vnro, with fo much venera- 
ion, it was his Spirit; which ſince 
they now fiude in another ſub- 
ect, they incertaine with equall re- 
nerence; No cnuy, no emulation 
raiſeth Vp their ſtomackes againſt 
Eljabs ſeruant, but where they ſee 


l 


CIS 


—— — 


in bodie) hack yet left his Spirit bes | 


—__—_— ——_— 
- 


. | 
fore him ; It was not the: our-{1de| | 


_— —C__ G—— _ 


eminent graces, theyarc willingly 
proſtrate. Thoſe. that aro eraly| 


| 


the riches of others gifts, than, 


[they ſtand not ypor- termes-.of 
| Aaz their 


humbly vader-value their owne; 
Theſcmen were trained vp inthe 
ſchooles of -the Prophets, Eſha 
arthe | ear git and cart, yet now| 


pracious, :doe no lefle reioyce in| 
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their wotth;and his mcanneſle,bur 
meekely fall downe before hum 
| whom God will honour ; It is not 
tobercgarded who the man is, bur 
whom God would make him; The 
more vulikely the meancs is, the 
| more is thegloryof the workman: 
[cis chepraiſc of an holy ingenui- 
rieto magnific the graces of God 
| where cuer it finds them, 
Theſc yong Prophets areno leſle 
full of zeale, than reuerence; zeale 
tro Elqzb, reucrence ro Eliſha; They 
lee Elyah carried vp into the ayre; 
they knew this was not the. firſt 
 Jcime of his ſupernarurall remo-| 
uall ; Imagining it therefore poſlt- 
ble that the Spirit of God had 
|calt him vpon ſome remote 
| {-nountaine, or valley, they profer 


| -helabour of their {cruants to ſceke 


him, 


—————_—— 
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him;In ſome chings,cuen Prof 
Scers are blirid : Could they thinke 
| God would ſerid ſuch a charerand 
horſcs-foralefſe yoyage thi heaue? 
Elifha (knowing his maſter be- 
yond all the ſphere of morraliric) 
forbids rhE:Good-will makes them 


enProfeſſed| 


EE —————— 


— 


vaminerly; their imporrunity vr: 
ges him till he is aſhamed; not his 
approbation, but their vehemence 


_ perhaps haue ſeemed cnuj- 
oully vawilling to fetch backe fo 
admircd a maſter;& lothto forgoe 
that mantle. Some things may bc 


own vexatio;& auoidice of others 


iudgment we {ce nocauſero affect. 


carrics at laſt a condeſcenr; Elſe he | 


"TE Ig he... AM. ae 
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ycelded for the redeeming of our | 


| mif-conſtuio, which our of _ 


The meſſengers tired with three 
dayes ſearch, rurne backe as wile 


| 
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rhey-went.z ſome men are belt 


|chemſelues in their owne waies; 
| nothing will reach chem wit , bur 
diſappointments. -Their paine- 
full error leads ther to a righr 
'conceitof Elyahs bappict tranſpor- 
tation; Thoſe that would finde 


|Elyab , let them aſpire ro the 
|heaucnly Paradiſe; Let them fol- 
[low the high ſteps of his fin-| 
cere fairhfulneſſe, ſtrong patience,| 
| vndaunted courage, ferucnt zeale;| 
| ſhortly , Jet them walke in. the] 
| waics of his holy &conftant obe-{ 
| dience; at laſt, God ſhall ſend the] 
| fiery charctof death toferch them|| 


| Vp,to that, heauen. of -hcauens;| 
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| ſatisfied, when they! haue wearied 
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{ting joyes. 
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where they ſhall triumph in cuerla-| 
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; Healing the Waters. 
Ea LISHA Curſing the Children. 
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I — 15 5664 making 
TP) vic of a Propher 
DN F7 ' whiles wee arid 
% == him. Eliſha ſtaycd 
SSZ2X=9 {mnewhilcat MA 
cho; the Citizens" reſort to him 
with a common {vic; Theitr ru} 
Ature was not more pleaſant, that 
their waters vnwholeſome, and 
their ſoyle, by thbſc corrupt 1 War 
ters : ; They, ſue to Eli 4 forthe! re: 
medy. Why had they nor all this 

while, made their trione ro Eljth?” 
. Aa 4, Was. 
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was it that they were moreawed 
with his greater auſterity > Or was. 
It that they mer not with fo fit an 
opportunity ef his commoration 
[amongſt them? It was told them | 
what power Eliſha had exerciſed 
vpon = waters of Jordan, & now 
they ply him forrheirs; Examples 
| of beneficence eaſily moue vsto a 
requeſt, & expectation of fauours. 
| Whatailcd ihe waters of Jericho? | 
| Surely, originally they werenot1l! 
| aftefted; No men could be ſo foo- 
| lifhas to build a citic, where nci- 
|ther carth; nor water could be vie-| 
| full;Mecre proſpect could not car-| 
{ric mcnto the negledt of health, 8 
| profit. ie] the Bethehire would nc- 
| ucr haucreedified ir with the diger 
| of 2 curſe,ſo latcly as in che daics 0 
| Abab,ifit had bin of old notorious 


for 


At 
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for ſo foule an annoyance : Nor 
cherefore the ancient malediction | 
| of Johns, notthe neighborhood of 
chat noylome lake of Sodome , was 


ouilty ofthis diſcaſe of the ſoyle,8& | 
waters, but the late {innes of the 
inhabiranrs. He turneth the riners in- | 
to 4 Wilderneſſe , and Þater-ſprings into | 
4 drie ground; a. fruitfull land into bar- | 


renneſſe , for the wickedneſſe of them 
cbat dwell thtrem; How oft hauc 
we ſcene the ſame: field both} 


irruption, or new tinure, hurt- 
full > Howſocucr | naturall caulcs | 
way-concurre, heaucn andearth, 


full and famiſhing2 How oft the, 
lame waters both lafc,and by ſome 


and ayre, and . waters follow 
che temper, of -our ſoules,. of our 
lines; & are therfore indiſpoſcd be- 
cauſe wearelo : Jerichobcgan now 
ro 


hs. Afi. A. 
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ro make it {elfe capable of a ber- | 
rer ſtate, ſince it was now become 
la receptacle of Ptophers ; Eliſha is | 
willing to gratific his hots; ir is 
reaſon rhat any place ſhould fate 
the better for the preſence of Di- 
uines ': The medicine” is tore 
| ftrange thanthe diſeaſe. Bring me| 
| 4 neW Cruſe azd pilt ſalt therein : Why | 
| [aCrafe? wby newwhy Sale inthar 
new Cruſc:How ſhould Salt make 
| water potable? Or, if there were a-| 
[ny hich vienie ini; whar coulda] 
Cruſc fulldoeto a whole current? | 
| Or, if that mcaſure' were ſuffici- 
cnt; what was theafe of the Cruſe 
to the force of the Salt 2 Yer Eſha 
calls for Saltin a new'Ctuſe, God| 
(who wrought this by his Pro- 
Peel a free agent; as he will not 
indeſtis power to meancs;fo will 


| 
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he by his power binde vnlikely 
meanes to performehis will. 

© Naturall proprictics haue 'no| 
|.place-in miraculous workes : No 
| efle caſicis it for God ro workeby | 
[contrary , than 'ſubordinate po- 
; wers. * mY 

The Prophet doth not caſt the 
Salc into the channel, but intothe 
ping the waters : Ifthcfoun-| 
|taine be redrefled,,” the ſtreames 
cannorbefaulcic; as contrarily, the 
purity and ſoundnesof the ſtreame 
| auailes'nothing to the redreſſe of 
| the fountaine: Reformation muſt 
| begin ar the well-hcad of the a- 
buſe;The order of being isagood 
puide' to the methode of amen- 
| ding : Vertue dorh'not run back- 
| ward; Had Elſha caſt the Saltinto 
| the brooks and ditches,the remedy 
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muſt hauc ſiriuen againſt be 
ſtreame, | rorcach ypto the [priog; 
now it 1sbutonelabour to curcthe| 
fountaine; Our heart is a wcll of 
bitter and venomous water our 
[ations are the ſtreamecs ; In vaine 
ſhall we cleanſe our hands - whiles 
| our hearts are cuill. 

- 'TheCruſeand the Salt muſt be 
their owne;. The act muſt be his; 
| the power, Gods ; He caſt the Sal 
| into the ſpring,and ſaid; Thus ſaith the 
Lord, Thane healed theſe waters ; there | 
all nor be fromthence any more death, | 
or barrennefſe. Farre wasit from E. 


lifha to challenge ought tro him- 
fe;Before, when he(hould divide 


the waters of Iordan, hedid not fay,| 


Where is thepower of Elſþa, . bur, 


Whereis the Lord: God of Z cabs 
Wo when hcſhould Cure g's | 


waters 
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waters of Iricho,he faics nor, Thus | 
laies Eiſba,but thus ſaith theLord, | 
| Thane bealedtheſe waters, How carc- 
| tull is the man of God that no part 
of Gods glory ſhould ſticke to his 
owne fingers. Trichoſhal knowto 
| whom they owerhe bleſſing, that 
| they mayduly returne the thankes; | 
El:ſhaproteſſcs he can dono more 
|ot himſelfe chan that Salt, than 
chat Cruſc; onely God {hall worke 
by him, by ir: and whar cuer that | 
almighty hand vndertakes,cannot | 
faile, yeais already done ; neither 
| | doth he ſay, wilheale,bur F haxe bea- 
led;Euen 10,O God,it thou caſt in- 
| co the fountaineof our hearts, but 
| one Cruſe-full of the Salt of thy | 
| Spirit, wearc whole, no thought 
pirit,wearc whole, no thought| 
þcan paſſe, berweene the reccirand 
|rhercmedic. ” 
$ 
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| paſſerh from Tzricho to that other 
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Contemp latiohs. 
| As the generall viſitor ofthe 
| Schooles of the Prophets, Eliſha: 


colledge at Bethel. Betbel was a 
place of ſtrange compoſition; 
there was at once the golden Calfe 
of Ieroboam; and the Schoole of 


found a free harbour within: thoſc 
walls; I doe not marnell that Gods 
Prophets would plant there; there 
| was the moſt need of their pre- 
ſence, where they found rhe ſpring 
head of corruption ; Phyſicians 
are of molt yſe-where dilcaſes a-} 
bound: 45 he was going oþ bythe way, 
| there came forth little children ont of the 
cittie, and mocked him, and ſaid to bim, | 

Goe Op thou bald-bead . Goe op thou | 
'bald-head. Euen the very boyes of 

Fr hauc lcarned to-ſcoffe: at a 
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Prophet; 
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| Prophet; The ſpight of cheir idola- 
| crous parcnts is calily propagated; 
Children arc ſuch as their inſtiru- 
tion; Infancy isled alrogether by | 
| imitation, it hath ncither words, 
nor actions,but infuſed by others; 
If ichaucgood orill language, it is 
| but borrowed ; and the: ſhameor 
thanke is duc tothole that lent it. 
| What was ic thac thelc ill-raught | 
| children vpbraided tothe Prophet, 
but a ſleight»naturall defect , nor 
worthy the name of a blemiſh, the 
want ofa little haire ; at the belt, a 
comely-cxcrement, nopart of the 
| body ; Had there beene deformurie 
in that {\moothneffle of the head, 
which ſome great wits haue ho-| 
nored with praiſes, a faultleſle and 
| remedileſſe cyc-ſorchad beene no 


fit matter for a taunr ; How {mall 
Va u8s;4 | occaltons 
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occaſions will be taken to dil. 
graccaPropher[ftheycould hauc 
{aid ought worſe, Eſha had not 
heard of this; God had crowned | 
that head with honor, which the 
Betbelitſh children loaded with 
ſcornc : Who would haue thoughr 
therude termes of wagpith boyes 
worthy of any thing burneglect? 
| Hliſhalookes at them with ſeucre| 
 browes, and( like che heire of him} 
| chat cald dowae fire vpon the two | 
| | Captainesaad their fifties) curſes 

| chem in the name of the Lord; 
Two ſhe-Beares out of the wood 
haſtznro be his executioners, and 
| reare two and fortic of them in 
PEECCS. Oo fearcfull cxample of 
divine Iuſtice !. This was not the 
reuenge of an-atgry Prophet, it 
was the puniſhment of a righte- | 
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| che parents mi: -nurturing their 
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ous -Iudge: Godand his Set looks 
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through theſechildren, atthe Pa- 
rents;arall Iracl; be would puniſh 


children ( ro thecontempruous v- 
ſage ofa Pro her ) with the:death 
of thoſe chi 4 which they had 
miſ-raught: He would lth 
 whatit was to miſuſe a Prophet: 


| And if he would not endure theſe 
| contumelies vnreuenged | in the 
| mouthes of childnen; what ven- 


geance was cnough for aged pe, 
{rccutors? -. 

Doubtleſſe ſome of chechildre L/ 
caped to tell the newes of their fel- 
lowes ; what lamcntation doe we 
think there was in the ſireers of Be- 
thelfhow didthe diſtreſſed mothers 
wring their hands forthis wofull 
 orbation 2 And now when they 
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came forth to ferch the remnants 


ketiſes? Iris an'v npr ofitable {orrow 


| char-followes a iudgement 3 Had 


cheſe Parents beene-as carctull ro 
craine- vp their children in good 
diſcipline, and ro corre their dil- 
orders,as they are now paſſionate 
in' bemoaning their -loſle, this 


{laughter had ncucrbeen ; Invaine 
| doe wee looke for good of thoſe 
| children, whoſe education! wee! 
hancneglected; In vaine doc wee 
gricuefortholſemilcarriages which 
our care mighthauepreucnted.';// 
| Hiſhaknew the ſucceſſe;yet doth 


he not. balke the Citie of Bethel; 
Doe we not wonder that the furi- 
ous impatience of thoſe parents, 


whom 


L 
* 
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of their owne fleſh, what a ſad 
ſpectacle it was to finde the fields 
{trawed::wirh thoſe: mangled car- 
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whom the curſe'of Elſhz robbed| 
of heir children, did: norbreake | 
torth ro ſome malicious practiſc 
againſt rhe!Propher 2 Would wee 
| northiuke the Prophet might mil: 
doubt ſome” hard (meaſure from | 
choſe exaſperated Citizens? There 
lay-his way;he followes God;with- 
| ourfeare of men zas well knowing 
|thareicherghey durſtnot,» or they | 
could ior a> violence, They 
knew ' thete 'Were. Bcares'inthe| 2 
. | woodjand fires inheauen; andif 
rheir malics would haue venrured| 
abou their\conrage, they could 
| haue nd more:/power :ouer Eliſha 

inthe {treets} hin) thyſ@hungry 
beaſts /had/irv the way, Whither | _ 
dare nor aPropher go&-when God| _;- 
cals him?! Haoigg >vifired the | 
{chooles of the Prophers, El://7u re- 
Bb 2 tires 
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tires to mount Carmel , and after 
{ome holy ſolitarinefle, returnes to 
the Citic of Sameria ; Hecan ncuer 
be a profitable Seer, rhar is cither| 
alwaics , or neucr alone ; Carmel 
ſhall fichim for Samaria; contem- 

lacionfor ation; That mother 
Citic.of rae] muſt necds affoord | 
him moſt worke: Yet is the throne 


of Abaziab ſucceeded i brother 
n che: pa- 


I Inn 


hd 


tt. 


| men make ſcruple of ſome ſinnes; 
| The world were not to liucin, i 


rents of both: Ababs impicticbath 
not a perfect heirc of Trhoreni: That 
ſonne of his hates bis Baal,though 

he keepes his calucs, Enenintothe | 
moſt wicked families it pleaſeth | 
God to caſt his powerfull -re- 
fraints, that all arenor equally yi- 
cious : It is no newes to {ce lewd 


all 


 — 
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all finnes were affettedby all.” I 
is no thanke to Ahab and Texebe] 


' [thartheir ſonne is no Baalite : As 


no goqd is traduced from parents, | 
ſo not all cuill ; there is an AL| 


mighrtic hand that ſtops the foulc 


current of aature, at his pleaſure: 


No [dolater can fay, that his childef 


ſhall not be a conuerr. 


ſucceſſion ; Jehoram inherits the 


friendfhip, the aid of Tebofhaphat : | 


whoſecounſell (as is moſt likely) 


had cured him of thar Baaliſme. | 


It was 4 iuſt warre whereto he (o- 


licites the. good King of Indah -| 


The King of Moab ( who had} 
| beencan ancient Tributarie from | 
the daics of Dauid) falls now from 
his homage, and refuſes to pay his 


The affinitie berwixt the houſes | 
of Iſrael and Ida, holds good in | 


Bb 3 hundred 


| 


_— 


_—_— —  ——— 


_ ht 


th. Att 


x | 


_ ee Is ES EA IS no I eo I es es — 


— —”—  —— — _— >. — OS oo ”_ _ 


4 


+ Contemplations." .L18B,s 19. 


ts. ts... AM 


—_—— 


| 


[1 


ety} thouſand Lambes, agd| 
hundred: thouſand Rammes with 
flecces, to rhe | King ' of {frael ; 
The backes of Neel can ill miſle 
tc wooll of Moab; they wilb pur 
oniiron to recoucr Ks cloth.: Je- 
hoſapbat had beenc once well chid, 

M14. frighted, for 10ymng with 
Abab againlt Aram; yer doth] henot 
fizke# how: againc. to..come into 
the field with Jeboramagain (k Moab, 
The caſe is more faaburable) leſle 
dangerous; Badl is calt downe: 

Thel Images of the falſe gods! are. 
gone, chough the falſe Images'of 
the rus Gad ltand {till ; Belides, 
this rebellious Moab. had toyned 
| with the Syrians formerly Nainſ I 
Iudahb ; lo as 9; 220" isintereſſed 


of 


N ho reucnge. 
After, relolation of the a 
wiſely F: 
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wiſcly doe thele Kings deliberate 
| of the way. It is agreed to; paſſe 
|chrough” Elom ; that Kingdome 
was annexed to the Crowne of Iu- 
dab; well might Ihoſhaphat make 
bold with his owne-: It was(it 
ſcemes) a warch fatre aboutin the 
meaſure of the way, bur neercſt to 
their purpoſe : the aſſault would 
bethus more cafte, if the paſſage 
wete more | tedious ; The three 
Kings of [rael, Indab, Edom, toge- 
cher with their Armies, are vpon 
|foot. They are no ſooner comne 
into the parching wildes of Edom, 
chan they arercadyto dic forthirlt; 


the waters were further; the ſcor- 
ching beames of the Sunne hauc 
dried them vp; and haue left thoſe 


em. 


—_ 


Bb 4 tertaine- 
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If thechanncls were farre oft, yer | 


[rivers more fit for walke, than en- | 


| 


i 


_ by 
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rertainment ; What are thegreateſt | 
[Monarchs of the world, if they 
want but watcr to their mouthes? 
|Whar can their Crownes, and} 
Plumes, &rich Armes auaile them | . 
when they arcabridged burofthat| 
which is the drinke of beaſts? 
With dry tongues and lips, doc| 
they now conferre of their com- | 
mon milcry ; Teboran deplores the 
calamitie, into which they were| 
fallen ; but Tehoſhaphat askes for 
a Propher ; Euery man can be- 
waile a miſchicfc ; cucry man 
cannot findcthe way our of it: 
{ſtill yer I heare good Teboſhaphat| 
{pcake roo late ; Hee ſhould haue 
inquired for a Prophet, cre he had 
gone forth; ſo had hee augided| 
| theſe ſtraits ; Not to conſult atall | 
with God, is Jehorams {inne;_ to 


conſult | 
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con(ſulr late, is Teboſhaphats - the| 
former is atheous carcleſneſſe, | 
Jche latter, forgerfull ouer-fighr; 


releeuing the Kings. 


EE 
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duties, the worlt contemnes 
Ee” -— nr 

Nat without ſome ſpecialty from 
God doth Eliſha follow thecamp: 
Elſe, that had beene no Element 


King of Iudah thinke that God 
was ſo necrehim ; Purpolely, was | 
this holy Secr {cnt for cheſuccour 
of Teboſhaphat , and his faithfull 
followers, when thcy were ſo: 
farre from dreaming of their de-! 
liucric, that they knew not of a 
danger : It would bce wide with 


an <__ i... ti 


lo. tt 


prouidence were not open vpon | 
them, when the cic of rhcir careis | 


ſhur | 


fora Propher ; Lictle did the good} 


| The beſt man may {lacken good| 
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ſhut rowards'it : How well did 
Eliſhainthe warres? The ſtrongeſt 
ſquadron of Trael was withinthar | 
breaſt; Allcheirarmours of proote | 
P had nor ſo' much faferic, and pro-| 
'rection, as his Mantle ; Though 
the King of 1/rael would take no 
notice of the Propher, yer one of 
nr his Coartiers did, Here is Eſha th: 
fl: ſonne of Shaphat, which powred water 
Ih 011 the hands of Eljab ; This follower 
Li of Tchoram knowes Elſha by his 
 ownename, by his fathers, by bis 
| maſters ; The Court of [rae] was 
profanc, and Idolatrous enough, 
yer, cucn there Gods Prophet had 
both knowledge, and honour; 
His yery ſeruice to Eljab was 
enough to winne him reuerence; 
[tisbetterto bee an attendant of 
| ſomeman, thanto be attended by 
I many: 


A— —— 
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many: Thar hehad powred warer| 
on Eljabs hands; was infiauation | 
| cnough, that he-could powre out | 
waterfor thoſe rhree Kings: The| 
| three Kings walke downe ( by the| 


motion of Teboſhaphat) to the man | | 
of God; Ir was newes to ſcethree 
Kings going downeto theſeruant | 
of him, who ranne before the | 
| charct-of Ahab; Religion and nc-| 
|ccfliric haue both of them much 

power of humiliation, I know | 
| not wherher more; Either zeale 
orneed will make a Prophet hone 


—_— —— 


red. | | 
How ſharply dares the man of = 

| God to chide his Soucraigne, the | 
King of 1/rael? Thelibertie of rhe 
Prophets was no lefſe fingular, 1 
than their calling; Hethac would | 
borrow their tongue, mult ſhew | 
(15.9 their 


heath 
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their Commiſhon ; As God repro- 
ucd Kings for their fakes, fo did 
not they ſticke to reprouc Kings 
| for his ſake : Thus much freedome 
| they mult leaue to their ſucceſfors, | 
that wee may not {parc the vices | 
of them, whole perſons we muſt | 
| ſpare. | 


{ TIuſtly is Teboram turn'd off to | 


theProphets of his father, and the 


Prophets of his mother; Ir is bur | 


—— 


[right, andequall, that thoſe which | 


we haue made the comfort and | 
tay of ourpeace, ſhould bethere<| 
fuge of our extremitic ; If our 
proſperitic haue made the world | 
our God, how worthily ſhall our} 
dcath-bed bechoaked with this cx- 
probration 2 Neither would the 
(caſe beare an Apologic, nor the| 
[time an expoltulation ; Jehoram| 
| cannor |: 
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cannotexcule, he can complaine : 
he findes that now three Kings, 
three Kingdomes areat the mercy 8-1-1 
of one.Propher ; ic was time: for} | 
him to ſpeak fairc;nothing ſounds 
from hith bur lamentarions; and 
intreaties ; Nay, for the Lord hath 
called theſe three Kings together 
|to deliver them into the hand of 
Moab ; Tehoram hath ſo minch grace 
as to confeſſe. the imporencie, of}. 
thoſe , hee had truſted ; and the} 
power of that God whom hee had| 
negleQed- ; Eucry {inner cannor 
ſee, andacknowledge the hand of 
Godin his ſufferings;Alrcady hath 
the diſtreſſed Prince gained ſome- 
thing byrhis miſcry ; None com- 
plaines ſo muchas he, none feeles| 
ſo muchas he;Allthereſt ſuffer for | # 


bim, & therefore he ſuffers in chem 
all. Bo 'E he 
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| miliation, layes on yet more load ; 
| 4s the Lord lineth before whom I ſtand, 
| Surely, were it not that I regard the 


{of Eiqah;rhe maſter was not more 


: The man of God, who well {ces 
the in-ſufticiency of Tehorams hu- 


preſence of Ieboſhaphat, the Kmg of Tu- 
dah, T would not locke toward thee, nor 
ſee thee ; Behold the double Spirit 


bold with the father, than the ſer- 
uant was With the ſonne : Eliſha 
was aſubicct, and a Prophet ; Hee 
muſt ſay that as a Prophet, which 
hee might not as a ſubject; As a 
Prophethe would nor hauc look 
at him, whom: as a ſubie&t hee 


[thing when God ſpeakes by him, 
another, when lic{peakes of him- | 


would haue bowed to: It is one 


ſelfe; That it might well ap carc 


| 


his dillike of finne ſtood with his 


& Honour 


| 


; 


the; power of one: good man'to. 


—_— 


, 
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phat goes away with that reſpett, 
which Iehoram miſſcd ; Noleſle 


religious {inceritic, than they, ab- 


| horre Idolatry, and profancneſſe: | 


What-ſhall nor be done for a Ieho- 


| ſhaphat ? For his ſake ſhall thoſe 
ewo other Princes, and their vaſt | 
Armies: liuc, and preuaile ; Edom| 
and 1/rael,: wherher fingle or con- | 
ioyned, had periſhed by! the| 


droughtofthedelert,by the fword 
of Moab; One ebeſhaphat' giues 
them both, life, & victory :Itis in 


oblige-a world ; wee recejuc: true 
(thoughinſcn(ible) fauours from 


ro ing gaod, it-is happyto con- 
ucrſc with them that are ſo: if we' 


be 


honour of Soucraigntic, Tehoſha-| 


doth God and his Prophet regard | 


the preſenceof _ reous} Next | 


ti. — te. a. ll 
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maid of that mournfall diftreſſe 


—_—. 
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bee'\not bettered by their exam- 
ple, wee are bleſt by their prote- 
tions 


Who wonders not'to heare a| 
Prop het call fora Minſtrell; in the 


— 
I" "I 


of 1/ract, and Tudah ? Who would | 
not hauc expected his chatge of 
'reares and prayers, rather than of 
Muſicke? How vaſcafonable are 
ſongs to an heauy heart?It was 
not "for their cares, it was for his 


* 
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 owne boſome, that Bli/ba called 
for Mulicke : tha his ſpirits after | 
their zcalous agitation, might be 
{wcetly compoled; arid put inro a 
meer temper; for recejuing. the 
calme viſions of God: Perhaps it 
was ſome holy Leuite, that 'fol- 
lowed the Campe of Tebo y/baphat, 


whole «gzinſtrelſic was ko 
Tm | 
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forſo ſacred a purpoſe : None bur 
a quict brealt is capable of diuine 
Reuelations ; Nothing is more 
| powerfull to ſerclea troubled heart 
| than a mclodiqus harmony ; The 
| Spirit of propheſie was not che 
more inuited, the Prophets Spirit 
was thebcrter diſpoſed, by plea- 
{ ling ſounds: The lame God that 
will reuealc his will to the Propher, 

| {uggeſts this demand ; Bring me a| 


CE hs. 


th _ QA. mem 


Mmnitrel ; How. many ſay thus| 
when hey would put God from | 
| them 2 Profane mirth,;, wanton | 
| muſicke debauckes the fonle; and | 

makes no lefſe roome for the vn-| 
| cleane Spirit, than ſpirituall melo- | 
dic doth for che Diuine..;, | | 
| No Prophet had cuer the Spirir| 

ar command ; The hand of the ; 
Minn do nothing without | | 
Jo 
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monean 
; 
: 


| 


| 


| 


| 


| 


ſaith the Lord , Make 1his alley full 
of ditches ; Ve ſhall not fee Wind, nei- 


| ſhall be full of Water, &c: To ſee 


| wind or raine, was yet more mira- 


| {cloudes roſe fron the ſea 5 1bur 


Contemplations. L1B. 19. 
the hand of the Lord ; Whiles the 
Muſicke {ounds in the care, God 
ſpeakes tothe heart of Eliſha ; Thus 


ther ſhall ye ſee raine, yet that -oalley 


wind, and raine in the height of þ 
that drought, would haue ſeemed 
as wonderfull, as pleaſing ; bur, to | 
fee abundance of water, without 


culous; I know not how the ſight 
of the mcanesabatesour admirarti- 
on of the eftc& ; Where no cauſes 
can be found our, weare forced to 
confeſſe omnipotency ; Elyab re-| 
leeucd Iſrael with water, but it was 
out' of the: cloudes, and thoſe 


whence Elſhaſhall terch it, is nor 


more 
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| more marucllous, than ſecret. + 

| All chatcuening, all rhatnight |. 

| muſt the faith of J/rael and Indab} 4 

| be exerciſed with expeCtation ; Ar} 
; 
j 


Pa 3 - 


[the houre' of the morning fſacri-| 
fice no ſooner did the bloud of 

{that Oblation gufh forth, than the | 
ſtreames of waters guſhed forth| 
[into their new channels; and filled 
the Countrey with a refreſhing 
moiſture ; Eljab fercht downe his 
fire, at the houre of the'cucning | 
ſacrifice; Ely/hatetcht vp his warer, | 
{at the houre of the morning ſacri-| 
tice ; God gines reſpe& ro; his| 
owne houres, for the encourage-| 
ment of our obſcruation; If his} 
wildome hath fer vs any peculiar | 
ties, we cannotkeeperhem with- N—_— 
outa bleſſing;The deuorjons of | 
all true Iwes-( all the world ouer): 

Fe Ccz were 


: ; - 
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were in_thar houre combined; 
How ſcaſonably doth the wil- 
| dome of God picke out thar in- 

ſtant, wherein he might ar a 
anſwer borh Eliſhaes propheſic,and 
his peoplesprayers........ | 

The Prophet hath aſſured the 
Kings, not of water, onely, but of 
\videory ; ; Moab hcarcs of cnemies, 


hn 


| 


[and is addreſſed to. warre ; Thai 
owneerror ſhall currheir throats; | 
hey riſe ſoone cnough to beguile 
themſclucs; the beames of theri-! 
ſing Sunne gliſtcring vpon thoſe 
:Vaporous, and vnexpedtcd watcrs, 
carricd in the cies of ſome Moabites 
a ſemblance ef bloud ; a tewcics, 
were cnoughto fill all cares with, 
a falſc noiſe ; the deceiued ſenſe} 
Ei mil-carries the imagination ; This| 


fs "ns the ow are Jureh Jain, 
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1B. 19. Eliſhareleeting the Kings. | 
and. they haue” ſmitten one another," 
now therefore, Moab tothe ſpoilc: 
Ciuill broyles giue juſt aduantage 
to a'common.enemy ; Therefore 
mult the Camps be ſpoiled, becauſe 
che Kings haue ſmitten each other. 
Thoſcthat ſhall bee deceiued , arc 

iucn oucr to credulitie; The Moa- 

tes 'doe not examine cither the 


conccit,'or the report; bur fliein, | 


= 


confuſedly, vpon the Camp of 7/- 
rad; whom they finde, too late, 
to have no cnemics but them- | 
ſelues; As if death would not haue | 
 haſtened enough to them , they 
come to ferch ir, they come ro. 
challenger; It ſcizeth ypon them 
vnauoidably ; they arc'{mitten, | 
their Cities razed, their Lands| 
marrcd, their Wells ſtopped, their | 
| rrees felled ;5-as if Godimegnr to. 


——_——_—_ 


———— 
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waſte them but once. 16 

No onſfcts are fo furious as the 
{laſt aſſaults of the deſperate ; The | 
King of Moab now hopeleſſe of re-| 
couery, would be glad to ſhut yp 
with a pleaſing reuenge ; with ſc- 
uen hundred reſolute followers, 
heruſhes into the battle, towards | 
the King of Edom ;as if he would 
bid dearth 'welcome, might he bur | 
carrie with him that deſpighted 
neighbour ; & now,mad with the 
repulſe, he returnes : and whether 
as angry with his deſtiny,or as bar-| 
baroully affecting, towin his cruel 
gods with ſodcarea ſacrifice, hee 
ofters them with his owne hand 
the bloud of his eldeſt ſonneinthe | 
| fight of Jrazl, and ſends him vpin 
ſmoaketo thoſe hellithDeitics:.:O 
prodigious act, whether 'of rage, 


Or 
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or of deuotion ! What an hand | 
hath Satan ouer his miſerable yaſ. | 
fals2 Whatmaruell is it to ſeemen |. 
ſacrifice their {oules, in an vnfel| 

oblation, to'theſe plauſible remp-| 
rers, when"their owne fleſh and} 


bloud hath not beene ſpared? 


| 


—  —— 
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+ Thereisno Tyran to. the '»| | 
Prince of dark- | | 
/. neſle. | | 


'T 


_—— 


| foran inſtitution of their Maker; 


\to Eliſhato bemoane her conditi- 
[on ; Her husbandis dead;and dead| 


Lis. 15: | 


CER: FEED ED 


EL ISHA with the 
Shunamite, . 


EXEC ER 


2 HE holy Prophets Ve- 
dg 13\ derthcoldTeſtament, | 
© did not abhorre the 
”B matriage-bed ; they 


did fot think themaſclues too pure 


—_— 


—— 


The diſtreſſed widow of once of 
the ſonnes of the Prophets comes 


——— 


in debe's Death hath no ſooner] 
ſeized on him, than herrwo ſons] 
(cheremaining comforcofher lite) 
are to-be Ms on, by his credi- 


tors, 


— 
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cors, for bond-men : How thicke 
| did che miſcrics of this poore affli-| 
cd woman light vpon her ; Her 
| husband is loſt, hercltare clogged 
| with debts, her children ready.to 

betakenfor {laucs : Her husband 
| was a religious, and worthy man; 
[hce paid his debts ro Nature, hee 
| could nox to his Creditors ; they 


cloled wound of herforrow ;pal- 


| 


debts ; The 
|dcepciin arcrages ;.and breakethe 


[arc cruell, and rake in the ſcarce-| 


{ing an arreſt, worſe than death, | 
vpon ker ſonnes : Widow-hood, 
| poucrtie, ſcruitude haue conſpired 
j©O make her perfitly miſerable. 
Verrue and goodnelle can payno. 

boliclt man may bee | 


{banke; Nor through, lauiſhneſſe, 
tcaches,ys.tomoderate our hands; 


| 
| 


tO; 
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[death ; Grace can keepe vs from 
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to ſpend within the proportion of 
our cſtate) bur through either ini- 
quitic of rimes, or cuill caſualtics ; 


Abab and I:zebel were lately in the 


Prophet was in debt? It was well 
thatany good man might hauc his: 


throne, who can marucll that a | 


breath free, though his eſtate were | 


— i 
, 


not: wilfully ro oucr-lafſh our abi- 
litie cannot ſtand with wiſdome, 


prouidence can guard vs from 
croſles ; Holineſle is no more de- 
fence againſt debr, than againſt 


vnthriftincfſe, not from want, 


and good gaquernment ; but no| 


Whither doth che Prophets widow 
come to bewaile her caſe, bur to 
Eliſha ; Euery one would not bee 
ſenſible of her affliction, or if they 
would pittic, yer could'netrelceue 


. 


her; 


M4 


|Lamentation; otherwiſc,in ſtead of 


= 28 Ob _g— 
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her ; Eliſha could 4ck both ; Into. 
his care doth ſhee vidoad her 
oriefes. Ic is no ſmall point of wil- 
dome to know where to plantour 


comfort, we may meet with ſcorne 
andinſultation. 

|  Nonecanfo feclingly coinpalſi 
onatethehard rermes of a Prophet 
asan Eliſha; He findes that thee is 
nor querulouſly impaticnt, exprel- 
fing her forrow without murmu- 
| ring,and diſcontenment, making 
alouing, and honourable menti- 
lonof r that husband, who had left 
| her diſtreſſed ; readily therefore 
doth hee incline:'to her ſfuccour : 
{Pat ſhall T doe for thee *-Tell wee, | 
What ba#t thou in thine boufe'? Eliſha, 
when he heares of her debt, askes 
22 0 ſubſtance:; Had her houſe 


beene 
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{it for ſatisfation ; Our owne 


them, 
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beene furniſhed with any valu- 
|able commoditic , the Propher 
implyes the necelluie of ſelling. 

| 


__ 
Lis.19. 


_ 


abundance can ll ſtand with 
our ingagement to others ; Ir is 
great iniuſtice for vs. to: bee full 
| of others purſes : It is. not our 
| owne which wee owe to another; 


| ble ſtealch ro feed our riot with 


{could multiply her ſubſtance, 
[could knowit ; God and his Pro- 
[phet loucs ro hcare our neceſſities 
[out of our owne mouthes ( Thine 
(band-maid bath-not any thing in the 
| houſe ſaue a pet of oye. ) Itis neither 
[newes:nor ſhame. for a Prophet to 
|bee POOL ; Griefe-and want-per- | 


.— ——— 


— — 


What is it other than a plauft-} 


the want of the owner? Hee that 


——————— 
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haps haſtencd his+end-;- borh of: 
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| chem are left for the dowry of 
his carcfull widow ; Shce had 
not complained, if there had 
becne any poſhbilitic of remedie, 


at home ; bafhfulncſſe had ſtopr 


her mouth thus long, and ſhould | 
hauc done yet lopger , if the exi-| 
gence of her childrens feruitude|} 


| 


— 


— 


| had not openedit ; No want is {o 
worthy of releefe, as that which 
| is loatheſt rocome forth. Then he 
| /aid, Goe borrow thee veſſels abroad 
of all thy nejghbours, even emptie roeſ- 
ſels , borrow not a few; and Wwhenthou 
| art come in , thou ſhalt ſhut the doore 
pou thee , and open thy ſonnes, and 
halt powre out into all thoſe roeſſels, 


and thou ſhalt ſet aſide that Which is 
fall, - | 

Shethat owed much,and had no- 
thing,yet muſt borrow morc, that 


the 


"7 | 
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——— 
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{ ncighbours, ro ſce this poore wi- 


| dow ſo buſily peſtring her houſe 
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ſhe may pay all : Pouertic had nor 


ſo diſcredited her with her neigh- | 


bours, that they ſhould doubr to 
lend her thoſe veſlels 'empric, 
which they bad grudged full: Her 


could notbur ſeeme {trangero the 


with empric tubs ; which they 


knewthehad nothing to fill ; they 


want was too well knowne ; it| 


knew well cnough the had neither | 
field, nor vineyard, nor orchard, | 
| and therefore muſt needs maruell | 


- * "EO y—_ —_— —_— 
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— 


their curioſity would beinquiring 
after her intentions, ſhee'is com- 
manded ſecrecy. The doores mult 
bee ſhur vpon her ſelfe, and her 
ſonnes; whiles the oyle is increa- 
{1ng ; No cicſhall ſee the miraclein 


working, 


atl{uch vnprotitable diligence ; If | 
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working, cnow {hall ſce it once 
wrought; This a&t was no lefſe a| 
proofc of her faith, than an im- 
proucment of her eſtate, it wasan- 
exercilz of her deuotion, as well as | 
of her-diligence ; it was fit her 
| doores ſhould be ſhut, whiles her | 
| heart and lips were opened in anf 
| holy inuocation; Qur of one ſmal | 
| Jarre was powred -out ſo much| 
oyle, as by a miraculous multipli-| 
cation filledallrhat-cmpric caske : | 
Scarce had that pot any bottome: | 
Artleaſt the bottome that it had, 
| was to be meaſured by the brims 
| of all thoſe veſſels ; this was ſo 
| deepe, as they were high; Could 

- |chey haucheld more; Gi pot had| 
not beene emprie 3: Eucn fo. che | 
bountie of our God: giues grace, 
and glory, according to the capa- 
| CITIC | 
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citie of therecciuer; when he cea-| 
ſech to infuſe, it is for want of | 
roomein the heart that takes itin ; 
| Could wee hold more, O God,| 
thou wouldl(t giue more; If there} - 
 beany defect; ir is1n our veſſels, 
| notinthy beneficence ; How did. 
| the heart of this poore widowran 
ouer, as with wonder, ſo, with joy 
and rhankfulneſle, ro ſec ſuch a ri- 
-uer of oyle riſc out of ſo ſmall a 
ſpring; to {ce all her veſſels {wim- | 
ming full with ſo beneficiall a li- 
quor; Iuſtlyis ſhe afteted wich 
chis tight, ſhe is/not tranſported 
from herdutic; I doe nor fee her 
runne forth into the ſtreet, and | 
_ her ſtore, nor calling in | 
1er! ncighbours ; whether-to! ad-| 
mire or bargaine}; I ſce her run-| 
ning to the Prophets doore, and 
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this guide, | 
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ight | 
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| debrs,the next,of her maintenance; | 
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'} Were Fatished; *all i was hets thatre- 


borrowed ſubſtanice ; ; Whiles'ſhee 


| fore ſhe'ftored: "God and his Pro- 
[i ag. 


" Conten — Lis: 9: | 
It es [abs TRIO to raiſe 
teat for her {elfe | andher 
charge,ctc ſhe haue diſcharged the 
arcrages of hr husband ; None of 
ſe was hers: rill hercroiors 


main& Tris bur/ſtealth ro-inioya 


had tiorhing, it-was no fione to 
owe; but when once her'vellels 


were full ſhe could not hauebetne 
guiltleſle," it ſhe hat hot: paid, 'be-. 


hers" Were botinitifull ; afret the 
they] rouide nt one- 


| dem oRg teligious Heatt to! 


ſt che thraldome of her 


ly agaly 
'but avaihlt the want: {Icis 


| 


defend the widow-and children} 
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| Lt 7 9. LEA So their 


| widow of a Prophet, ; That th. 
| creaſe of oylewas by degrees | this 
Jaronce;borh equally mitzculous, 
{rhis, fo Ack more chariable' a5 it 


| leſſe concernedhiniſclte. ©" 
| - ” He thac oiucs kindnciſes; [46 
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L1B. "> Eh wit ne Shmamix. | "pit | 
read for hin /*2B&d"& table; a a 
e; and a catihfeſticke); and, 
whe ver neceſſary vienfils'for 
his entertainment's The Propher 
doth nor” affeft ' delicacy”, hee 
cakes care to'prouidefor his con- 
yenienee: Thoſe that are 95 ſvg 
ous; rid denonr; thinkethef hou: 
ſes, attd- their hands cannor be'too 
open'to'the __ of G6; 
and are moſt £ ptad* ro Ty. 
ready eerie foi 
orhets ſpititual*Supetfluity ſhould 
norfalfwithit the care of a” \Pfo-| 
pher'; Heceſhirie' mult; heethat 
could' pronide oye Frith widow; | 
_ have prouided all cee#full 
s for him(ctfe ; Pn! ps 
had there beenio for the' chari-]. 
_ wht rrngf of others; if | 
he Prophet ſhould hauc ilwaies| 
Dd'z _ __main- n- {'_ 
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mainrained imſelfcour of} Dower? 
| \ Theholy: man-is ſo fax{ociable 
25.Hevto negleftehs friendly.offer 
of lo kinde a bcactaQtor:-Gladly 
dovh he take vp his new-lodging; 
29H wellplcaſed, with-lo, quiet | 
le, and careful attendance; | 
be -ndsbis ſeruaor Gebexi, with | 
homelageor | his chankes,| with a| 
ESR ixol retriburion, ;..Behold, chaw| 
lene careful 4 Vi, withgll thy 

e'5, heals Fe 
 Wayldft choute ſpakenfor co the Kun 
or zorbe poked of. the Hoſp? Anin- 


—— —_—_—— CY NE 


p 


—_— —— 


— 


nr nnnm——_ ” 


'genugus di ipaſiion CanjNAtT + IC-: 
hgh ours wit chourthoughts of |, 
; A.wile GE 3s;defirous;|i 
TOM ure in. ſuch Findeas may! 
tor rohipohliges:| 
\withourrhis diſcretion, we.may:| 
offer uch requirals, as maycleeme;! 
IVES »- C1! goods ; 


e » * 
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goodlyi to Vs; to ofirfiiend worth: 
[efſe: Eery one:can chbole- belt 


had;ncucrbeene wanting ih{piri- 
ruallduticsro ſo hoſpirall'a fricad): 


: 


alſo:; No'man car:be 2loopſer by 
| his/fauour ro 1a-Propher:; ris: a 


King,ina friends fuir :{t-was not| 


maſtcrheard; Eaſl-thou: fond me, 0 
| mine enemy.; Now! the late nuracle 
which! Eliſha wrought inigrarify- 


the K3 
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forhbimſclfe ; Eifþatherctore(who!| 


—— ——— 


iucs the Shwnamite the deftion of | 
cr{uir;forcemporall recompence;| 


| good: bearing:thar an! Eſha is: 1} 
{uch;grace arthe/Courr, chat. hee | 
canpromiſchimſelfeaccefſciro the | 


cuer thus ;the time-was; when his: | 


_ 


ingiche three: Kivgs, veiths watcr, | 


4 ag bathendearcd him:o| 
ngof- fra; and. now, Wis} 


but Bhat Even thavrough mars; | 
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ram vas; y 


cauſe he found his labours-vripro: 


ficable; bur ſtill holds good rertnes: 
'wich-that? Prince 5 whon hecan- 


nor reclaime, and:will make vie 
notwithſtanding: of his :counte-: 


i 


tle findes reſpe&s amongſt thoſe| 
| filkes:andtiflues: As badas Tzho-| 
«the honourdrhe man | 
of God;'Hee thar could-noc pre- | 
[uaile with an Idolatrons King, in| 
a ſpirirualb rcformation; yer-can|; 
carrie! aiciuill ſuit ;:Neither: dorh| 
rhe Prophet, in aſullen diſcontenr-| 
ment; fic off fromthe Cour, be. 


\nanceinmatters, whether of cour-| 
refie; of: tuſtice ; We mayrnorcaſt| 
off ourducreſpetsruento faultic| 
authoritie ; bur. muſt-ſtill fabmir] 


| ' 


————— 
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[doth Eliſha deſite co/improue-che! 
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andperſiſt, where we arercpelled:| 
[Not to: his owne"4duancethenr]| 
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Kings favour, burto the behooſe, 
tothe relecte of others -14: che Shu-| 
namite haue bulineſſeat the Court, | 
{hc ſhall nced ud other-,Solicitor 5| 
[There cannor-bee a: axe 
[not more. beſecming a- 

than'roſpeake-in the cauſe _— 
dumb6 to befriend the opveiſed; 
twin greatneſſe vato the prote- | 
Penwngs , 1 anabt | 18613690 

\ The good! matrone;ixreds no 
ſhelter, of the great); I dwell among 
mine dune people od the.faid ;The 
courcelicis not-lmall.inir{elfe; but 
[not vietull co, me; Lliue here qui-| 
i ctly ita contented obſcurinie, out 
of thereach cirher of the glories, 
or..cares.of a -Court.; free :from 
wrongs, free from: .equies :;Not ſo 
hightas tpprougke aneuillcic,nor 
vr nant tredden on ;$ bauc}| 


ncicher| 


4 
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| ncitherfeares, nor ambirions';my| 
| neighbours arc my friends ';' my 
friends aro my protectors; and (if 
[I ſhould bc ſo 'vahappy, 'as-tobee| 
| the ſubje@t of "maine iniurics )| 
| would'not ſticke to-be mine Ad-} 
| u0cates ; This fauout is for thoſe} 
that' either- affe&t* grearnefle;"or | 
groanc-vnder oppreſlions;'T'doe} 
neirher, for 1 line amorg my owne peo-| 
[ple O- Shanamite, thou ſhalt hot | 
| clcape enuy !-Who! cari heate' of | 
(thine. happy condition. atrd nor 
(ay, Why am not Tthis *Ithe world 
affoordany perfect contenttnent, | 
itis ina middle-eflare, equally di-| 
ſtant fro pen ury,from exceſle;it is 
[ina calme freedome,a ſecuretran- 
| quillitic; a ſweet fruition of "our 
{clucs;/of ours; Bur whar beld-is| 
cherc of theſe carthly things?How 

| dan long 


— ——— 


b Cm 


| with peace? flaybura while, you 
{hallfec hcrcome' on her knees ro 
the King-ofi Jjrael, pitifully. com- 
plainmg;thar ſhe: was [tripped of 
houſe; andland ; and: now Gehezi 
i$tainc:ro\doerhar good officefot 
hergwhichwas nor accepred from 
hin maſter/\ hoſe rhariftand fa: 
{ielt vypoi earch/baue)burſlippene 


— 


tooting;-n0-man-cah ſayrhar hee 
{bþ3ll nornced-friends; io 1 
::Modeſtiedealedivp the lips of 
thegood Shumamite ; he was alha- 
mwedro confeſte herlonging ; Ge: 
| bez early guelſed thar her barren- 


onthe waschildlefſe, het husband 


hewes'ot a fonne: i Hhout this ſeas 
naccording.ta the :tirhe of: life, thou 


| eſſe could:not bur be-her afflicti- | 
_ {old;; Bbſþa gratifics:heriwich che | 
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embrace a ſore; How libe. 
rallis God, .by hisP Frophen toy ingi- 
uing beyond hcr requeſts; not {cl 
dome,doth his bountio onereteach ! 
our thoughts,-and meet'ys with 
thoſe benefits, which: we tho - 
r00-good for vs toaske: Great 
| and incxpedtation makes thebleſ. 
ſing ſectncincredible;,Naymy Lord, 
thou man .of | Gad, doe-not lre to thine 
| hand-maid (+ Wee are ncuer ſure 
cnough of what we deſire Wee 
arc not morchard tobelecuc, than 
loth: to diſtruſt beneficialleuents: 
| She well knew che Prophets holi: 
neſſe couldnot ſtarid. with wrilfull 
falhood ; pertiaps, ſhemightchink 
lit ſpoken by way of rriall,-norof 
fcrious afhrmation; as vawilling 
| cherefbrechiat icfhould ers 
Fs {to hears: thar p 


wa 


wordſeconded, ſhe ſaies; Doe mat 
lie to thine band-miaid. Pr amiles are 
made good, not by itcration , bur 
by the effect; The Shanomite con- 
cciues, and beans a {onne, at the! 
ſceſcalon ;: How Tas mother ſhe' 
was, thoſe know beſt;:that haue 
mourned yuder che diſcomfort of 
aſad ſterilitie. } The childegrowes 
VP; and/is:now able to:finde our 
his father inthe field, amongſthis 
_ ers: His father -now grew 


JRen! againe with the: plcalurc of 
- 4 . 


/ zoo on wn 

of 'his hopes; t inal c 
(rag his homeſt Bur. what 
abiliit is there. in theſt-earthly 
Jelighes?\The ho: bcames> of: rhe 
Sunne beatvponthar-head which 
ton much. cate:had madt tender, 
wi delicate: :; 3: The childe com- 


Plaines 
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| 
{ourhcauenly facher! Heſendsbim | 


| 
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þ we plaines cohisfarher; of this pain; 


Oh thar gracc could teach vs,vwhit| 


|naturercaches Infams; in all out 


oublesro bemoane our felucs'r6 


{co his mother; vpon her lap, abont. 
Inoons;; theichilde dies; as if hee | 
Iiwouldrerurnc his:fool into that 
boſomgtrom which it was det 
{ucd, taihis; The 'g00d Shunamite 
{hath loſt her ſonne,her faith ſhee 
| hach nocoft 5 Pallibn :harhimot 
robbed-her: of her- wildonie;-As 
| notdiſtracted with aw:accident' fo 
ſudden;1oforrowtull;: theeslayes | 
her dead:;childe vpoh ID 
bed, GLLOny th 
her gricfe;:lcit charevlternipioh 
binder her-dvfignes; tholur 
ftens tokier: husbandz and {as noe 
daringtdibc othcr:than'officibus 


in 


1 
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in n (6diftielfcfallzn occaſion ac] 


uainrs' him with her .i 
howph cor wich the'caufe)- rc- 


and: conucyance: ; ſhee poſts ro 
mount Carmel: ſhe cdl ſoone 


hath-found her:; -Hee''ſees her-a | 


|S oer>(thall 1ncerti 
{hatbreceiveher 


nately-at his #eer;-and renin 
thetaſhion other bathfulbfirar 
neflc, [ay cs:/hold ofrhemgwh 


in/an a bumble yeneration- of bis| 


Al 


quires-of him» both: attendance, 


fhndeourthe:man of God,:as hee | 


farre off 5; and like' a thankfull | 
gueſt, -:{cnds" his ſcruant:: vaſtly ' 
roimeer/-her , 7ro inquire of the}, 
| fealoh'of her elle; her: husband, || 
breechilde; Hererrand was not to 
| Gebegiy K wast6Bl ſha; : ho:rmeflen- [ 
:hct'; ;NO': care]; 
omplaintbucthe|, 
Prophets ; ; Downe ſhe al paſſio«| 
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pendain a fervent deſire of fa-| 


_ | Rurcof falutation was; forhis-ma- 


* Cotnmplanions Lis. is.] 


tisfaction. Gebezi; who:weliknew| 
how vacouth, how vafic this ge-| 


ter, offers ro remouc her, 'and a= 
[monifitcchrier of her. diſtance; 
| The mercifull Propher' caſtly/ap-| 
prehends thacno ordinary occhts- | 
on could ſoiran{porc a grauc; and | 
well-gouerned mairone ; as thiere-| 
fore pitrry ing her vnknowne| 
paſſion, hee [bids3) Let! her. alone, | 
| or ber: fade # oexed withini-her, 
and the Lord: bath hid-# from me, and | 
bath: not ifold mee :[f: extremitic:of [ 
griefe haue thadeherviamannd ly, | 
64 9s" how 
to pardon it ; Hee es notiadde 
}:" tothe afflicted; he catzber+ 
cer bearean yoſcemelinetic in her 
greetingghan cruckicinher mole: 


 fzvon 5; 
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| L1B:1 9. E F Ihe with the Dimas 


ENS 


| 


that the Prophet had' with his 
God; and as friendsare wont mij- 
tually to {tmpart their counſels to 
each other, ſo had the Lord gone 
tohim ; - Eliſha was not idle-:on 
mount Carmel ; What was it that 
he ſaw not Rui thence? Nothei: 

ven onely, bur the world was be- 
fore him, yet the Shunamites lofle 
is concteted from him ; ncicher 
doth heſhame to confellt i it; Ott 
Times thoſe that know greater mat- 
ters may yet bee ignorant of the 
[efſe: Tris 10 diſparag oement to any 
finitecreature hotto/ know ſome- 
thing. v-hermouth will God rell 


theProp er,whar by viſion hehad | 
not ;/Then' : ſhee ſaid , Did 1 defire 4 

me of my Loyd? Did1 not (ay, doe | 
nor decried: *Deepe ſorrow is 0: 
\ Le E 


| tions Great was FE familiaritie b- 


_ 
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CY 
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| 


 on'could not be more -{horr, more 


| him? .O man of God, let me not 
| complaine of 2 cruel kindneſſe; 
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ring of words ; The expoſtulati- 


quicke, more pithy; Had I begged 
a ſonne, perhaps my importunitie 
might haue bcene yeelded- ro, in 
anger; Too much deſre is iuſtly 
puniſhed with loſle, 'Itis. no-mar- 
ucll if vvhat we wring from God, 
proſper not; This fauor ro me,was 
of thinc owne motion; Thy ſuir, 
Q Eliſha, made mee a mother: 
Couldſt thou intend, to torment | 
me with a blefling 2 How! much 
more- caf{ie.. had the-, want of.a| 
{oanc beene, than the mil-carriage? 
Barrcnneſle | than, orbation?. Was 
there np; ther end of my hauing 
a ſonne, 'than 'that-I mighr loſe] 


ans 


—__— ht Nt mt AD. ——_— 


c; 16 
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thy prayers gaue me. a;{onn 
thy 


AU eee. eee _ 
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us; 
hy prayers refiore bir lernotmy| 


'O 


| 


 face'of the childe; charging him] 
| ro atjoid all the delayes' of the way : 


lic. 


—m—_— 
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ducifull reſpects' ro chee! be repaid 
with an aggrauation of 'miſcry ; 

| FiIE not thine hand-maid cauſero| 
with tharT were but fo vohappy as 
thou foundeſt/ mee ; Oh wofaull 


— 


= +* 


— 


fraitfulacſle ; it 1 mult iow lay, | 
char Thad aſonne. | | 


'Fknow hot inllaber ths modal 


o - 


or che:Propher were more affic | 
ted; rhe Propher for the miothers| 


ſake or the'morker for her 'owne; 
Not a'word of reply doe weheare| 


fromthe” mouch* of E!fha : his 
breaiwis onely fpeatin the-retie-|: 
dyyHee ſcnds his ſeruant with all}. 


ſpeed, ro lay his ſtaffe vpon che]; 


Had nor the Prophet ſuppoſed that 
[tafte of his-able to beat avvay 


 Eez 2 death, 3 
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| God ?2Or;did the want of the mo-| 


—__ 


deathowby did be-fendir? and-if | 


vpon-that ſuppoſition he ſent it, 
 how'was itthat itfailed of effec ? 
was this a&t done out of humane 
conceit, not out; of inſtin& from 


thers.faich hinder the ſucceſle of| 
that cure? She, not; regarding the 
ſtafſe, or the mian; holds falt ro E/r- 
ſha ; No hopes of his meſſage can 


| looſe her fingers 3 45 cbe Lord liueth, 
| and as thy. ſouls liueth, I ill not leave 


thee ; 'Shee imagined thar the ſer- 
uant, the ſtafte, might bee ſcuered 


from Eliſha, the knew that where| 
cuer' the Propher. was, there was, 
power-; It is. good relying vpon' 
thoſe helpes that cannor faile vs. , | 


CC —— 


Merit and importunitie haue| 
| drawne Eliſha from ( armel to Sha- 


— 


nem . He findes his lodging taken} 


'P! 


— 
. 


he ———_ 


| his ſoule he reduces that ſoule, by | 


| . 4 . 3 
calld in to receiue a new life; in her | 
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| vp by that pale-carkciſc; he ſhurs| 


hisdoore, and fals to his prayers ; 
this ſafe of his ( what cuer be- 
came: of the other) ,was long 
cough ( he knew) toreach»yp ro 
heauen; to knock art thoſe gates, 
yea to wrench them open ; Heap- 
plies his body to thoſe cold and 
ſenſelefle limbs ; By the feruourof 


the heat of his body hee cducerh 
warmth out of that corps ; The 
child neeſeth ſeuen rimes ;as if his 
ſpirit bad beene but hid for the 
time, not departed, it fals ro worke 
afreſh; the cics looke vp, the lips 
and hands mouc; The mother 1s 


twice-giuen {onne: ſhe comes in, | 


full of ioy, full of wonder, and 


| bowes her 'ſelfe ro the ground, | 
| Ee 3 and 


—h—— 
C—_ 


_—_—— 
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| faith of the Shunamite, that could 
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and | fals -downe-+ before thoſe 
fect, which | ſhee'had-{o boldly 
laid hold of in Carme/. Ohftrong 


not bee diſcouraged with the ſei- 
zure, and continuance of death; 
raiſing vp her hearr ſtill to/ an ex+ 
pc&tation of thatlife, which ro the 
cicsof nature! had beene impoſh- 
ble, irrcuocable; Oh infinite good- 


not ſuffer ſuch fairhto be fruſtrare, 


that would rather : reuerſe::the 


gueſt from heaven; and raiſing! a 
corps from death, than the. confi- 
dence of a belecuinghearr thould 
be diſappointed. [et DH] 
 Howrrveanheire 1s Eliſha of his 
maſter, horinhis graces oncly,but 


neſſe of the Almightie, that would | 


lawes of nature, in returning a| 


—r} 


Ls : 4 | IA 
in his aRions ? Bottrof them diui- 


ded | 
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[from heauen; Elba lupplicd the 
| drought of the three Kings by was; 


| ded the waters of Tordan, the one 
as his laſt aft, the other as his firlt; 


| Capraines, and their troups ; El} 


jab increaſed the oyle of the Sarep-] 


| Prophets widow ; Eyah raiſed 


. = ons. ER mon og oe Coe Wwe m I CEE ECT 


Elyabs curlc was the death of the 
ſbaes: curſe was the death of the 
children; Elyah rebuked Ahab to 
his face, Ehfha Tehoran , Elyab ſup- 
plied the drought of {?ael by raine 


rers guſhiog out of the earch ; Eli-| 


tan; Eliſhaincreaſed the oyle ofthe} 


from death the Sareprans fonne; 
EliſhatheShanamites ; Both of them | 


Lg 4 


had onemanrle,one ſpirit :both 
- of them climbed vp one Car- 


| 


| 


mel, once heauen. 0 


| 


Ee 4 ELISHA| 


—_— 
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Eursnawith Nannan, 


[Eon EE EENZ oe] 


CAS 4 d yer {ome =— did 
lis - ypon their neighbours :If I/- 
= be the worle for "hes neereneſle 
to Syria, Syria is the better for the 
vicinitic of Jrael. Amongſt the 
worlt of Gods enemies ſome arc 
{ingled out for mercy, Naaman yas 
a great Warriour, an honourable 
Courtier, yet a Leper'; no diſcaſc 


loarhſome, as leprolie. Greatneſſe 


odious 
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| 


ZN the full ſhowers of 


YA 


| incidenttorhe body is ſo nalty, ſo| 


can ſecure no man from the moſt] 


L1B.1 I9. Eliſoa With Naaman.. 
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ſelfe ; Euen thoſe thar honourcd 


other than hoon of thoſe that 
Hattred him ; yea his hand could 


not moueto his mouth, withour 
his owne deteſtation ; the baſeſt 
{laue of $yia would not change 
 $kins with him, it he might hauc 
his honour: to hack: Thus bath 
the. wiſe God thought mecr to 
ſauce thevalour, digniticrenowne, 
vicories,of the "Fits General of 
the Syrians; Seldome cuer was any 
man ſerued with {1mple fauours ; 
Theſe compoſitions make both 
our croſlestolerable; and ourblcſ- 


(ſings wholeſome. 


odious and weariſome acpdeing: ;| 
How little pleaſure did. this Syrian | 
Peere take, to bee [tooped to by | 
others; whiles he hated to ſee him! 


him, 4 him ; neither was he| 


] 


| 


—E— 


| 
| 
' 


— 


_— 


_— 
_s —— 
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The body of Nada was nor | 


more tainted with his leprie, 
than his foule was tainted with 
Rimmor ; and, beſides his Idolatry, 
he vras a profeſſed cnemy to Iſrael, 
and ſucceſſefull in his enmitie : 
How. farre doth God fetch abour 
his purpoſes + The leprofie, the 
| hoſtilirie of Naqamaen ſhall bee the 
occaſions of his faluation ; That 
| leproſic ſhall wake his foule 
ſound; That hoſtiliticſhall adopt 
him a fonne of God + Inſome pro- 
fpcrous in-rodes , that the Syrians 
vnder Naamans conduct, haue 
[madeinto theland of Iſrael a little 


Po 


ſuggeſtro her miſtreſle themiracu- 


{ lous cures of Eliſha. Aſmall chink 


——_— — 
— 


| maidis taken capriue; the ſhall at-| 
tend on Naamans wife ; and fhall| 


may ſerueto let in much lighr;Her| 
r cport [ 


' 


| 


| 
| 


| 
| 


—_ 
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| Linas g. Eliſhawith Naaman. 

| = —_ DC mn 
reportifindescreditinthe Court, & 
begetsboth alerter from the King, | 
anda journey of his Pecre; whiles 
the Syrjans thought of nothing bur 


F COLT 


—_ GY 


| nefſetorhe houſe of Naaman; The 
| captiuitie of a poore Hebrew girle 
is a meancs to make the greateſt 
Lord of Syria, aſ\ubic& to God; It 
is good ro acquaint our children 


_ 


x 


we know how'they may improue 
| chis knowledge, and whither they 


(may catric it ; perhaps the'temo- 
bo" £ 


at their coale : Euen rhe weakeſt 
intimarions may-norbe neglected, 
| A childe;aſfcruant, a ſtranger may | 
ſay that; which" wee may bleſſe| 


| their: bootie, they bring happi-| 


withthe workes of God, with thc | 
| prayſes of his Prophets. Little doe | 


| 


cc{t Nationsmay light their candle} 


—_— 


| God ro haue heard: How well did 
1 It 


1-14, 
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| ..-.. Contemplations. Lis. 19. 
itbecome the mouth of an 1ſrae- 
lite to extoll a Prophet; to wiſh the 
cure of her maſter, though an Ara- 
mite ;to aduilc that iourney, 'vato 
the man of God, by whom both 
body and ſoule might bee cured ; 
Truc Religion teacheth vs pious 
and charitable reſpects to our Go- 
ucrnors, though Aliens from the 
Common- wealth of God. 

No man that Lheare blames the 


credulitic of Ngaman; vpon no o- 


ther grounddoth the Kin 
ſend this chicfe Peere, with his let- 
ters tothe King of 1/reel ; from his 
hands requiring the Cure; The Sy- 
rign ſuppoſed , that whar cuer a 


5 of Syria | 


ſubic& could doe, a Soucraigne 
might command : that "I a 
Prophet could; neither bee out of 
the knowledge, noroutof the obe- 


dience 


| 


| 


| that thou maiſt recouer bim of his le- | 


| Great "men are Wanting to their 
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dience of his Prince;; neuer did he 
dreame of 'any''exempriom, bur 
imagining Thoram to be no lefſea 
King of Prophets, than of people, 
and Ekfha no leſſe a ſubie&t, than 
a Seer, he writes, Now When this let- 
ter is comne to'thee, bebold, I baue bere- 
with ſent Naaman' my ſeruant to thee, 


profie. Great isthe power of Prin-| 
ces; cuery-mans hand is theirs, 
whether for skill; or for ſtrength ; 
Beſides the ' eminencie- of rheir 
ownegifts, allthe ſubordinate ex- 
cellencies of their ſubjects, are no| 
leſſe at their ſeruice, than 1f they | 


were: inherent. /in\ their perſons ; 


ownepertfcCtions , if they doc not 


both/know, andicxerciferhe graces 
of their inferiors; © 
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the letter withour-amazement-of 


| mes. kill, man cannot kill and] 
| make alivezyea; of himſclfe; hee| 


| power both kill, and reuiue ;fince 


li 


c onemplations. 
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The King of [ral cannot reade 


heart,” withour-rending. of -gar- | 
ments;and faics,::4m 1 God; to kil 
and to make aline, that this man ſends 
fo me,to recouer a man of his leprofie * 
Wherefore conſader; and-ſee, Tpray you, 
how he {ceketh a quarrell againſÞ mee * 
If God haue T achſcfed co call 
Kings y Gods; 1c well becomes | 
Kings to call thicrafalues; men ; and | 
ro confeſle: the: diſtance whercin 
they: ſtand;to their: Maker; Man | 


ee et 


can doe ncither';” with God ;' a'} 


Worthe, or a fly: may kill/a man; 
without God,no Porentatecan do| 
; much lefle can any created 


It 


to reſtore life is more than to be-| 


 Icaue | 


II 
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reaue it, more than ro-continue ir, 
more thanto giucir; Andif lepro- | 
lic beadeath, what humane power 
can either inflict, or curcit? Ir:isa 
trouble ro. 2 well-affeted heart to 
| recejue impoſhible commands; To 
requirethar of an inferiour which | 
Is propertothe higheſt, is adero- | ; 
| gation from char ſupreme: power 
whoſe propertie itis: Had Tehoram 
 beene truly religzous, che iniurie 
doneto. his Maker in-this motion, 
(as hetookeir) had more aftlicted | 
him, thanithe danger of hisowne 
quarrell. -Belike , Eliſha was not 
| inthe choughes of the King of -1/- 
ral; He might hauc heard har this | 
Prophet »had © made. aliue, one, 
whom:hee killed-.not : Himſelte | 
with therwo other Kings had been 
cye-witnelles of whar Eliſha could 


doc; | 


_ 


—_—_— 
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| doe: yer, now, the Calues of Dan 


heart, that there is no roome for | 
the memorie of El/ha; whom hee: 
ſued to in his extremitic, now his | 
F_ hath forgotren; Carnall| 


canthinke of God, and'his Pro- 
pher'; when their turne'is: ſerucd, | 
canas vtterly. neglect them; as if 


they were nor. | 


neglect, and: forgerfulneſle ; Hee| 
liſtens what is done ar che Courr, | 
and/finding thediltreſſe of. his So-| 
ucraigne,.- 'profcrs - that -ſeruice;| 
which ſhould: hauc beene-requi-|, 
redi; Wherefore haſt 'thou rent thy | 
clothes; Let him come now rome, and be 
ſhall know that thert ts 4 Prophet in 
Iſrael. It was no ſmall fright, from]: 


Contemplations. L1B. 19.| 


——— 


and Bethel hauc ſo taken vp his| 


carts (when nced driucs them) 


Yer cannor' good Eliſha repay | 


WAY. 2 eo” oc ooo wo 


which, | 


ROI — —— 


18.19.) Eljfbawith Naaman. 
which"Ei/ba delivers his (King: 


Tehorats was in'tawe/ of the! $'yri. 
ans; <uer {ince their late victorie, 
whcrciur his Farher 4hab was lain; 
Iſrael and Tudah diſcomfired:1no- 
|ching was/more dreadfullto him; 
chan the frownes of thefe: Hra- 
mites3the quarrell which beſuſpe- 
ed ro'bec hatched. by' them), is 
cleared by Elba: their:Leper ſhall 
be: healed; both they,” and '7/#ael, 


God, whole Prophet 'can'doe 
wonders ; Many cies, doubrleſſe, 
arcfaltned vpon' the ifſue of this 
meſſage. Buc wharſtatcis this thar 
Eliſha rakes' vpoti' him ; hee'doth 


kin gS.CA me down onceto bis ter, 
itis 80 tmaructlithe preuttyetrhe 


—— —— 


 (hallknow they haue ncgleQed a| 


notfay,1 will come to him'; but, Let| 
him-come \now'to-mee”; The three| 


ee 
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journey-of a Syrias Courtier ; It 
well.beſecmes him that will bee a 
| ſuitcr for fauour,.to bee obſequi- | 
ous; -Wee may not ſtand-vypon 
termes of our labour, or dignitic, 
where we-cxpett a benefit ; Naa- 
man comes richly attended with 
his troupes of {cruants, and horſes, 
and waites/ ih his Charet at the| 
doore of a Prophet; I doe not 
heare'El/bacall himin;for though 
hee were great, yet hee was lc- 
prous ; neither doe 1 ſee Eliſha 
come forth ro him, and receiuc 
him with ſuch outward couttcſics, 
as thight be fir for an honourable 
ſtranger ; for in thoſe richclothes | 
the Prophet ſaw an Aramite; and, | 
perhaps ſome tincture of the lates| 
ſhed bloud of Iſrael; Rather, that | 
hce: might; make a perfect triall of 

00! the | 
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| che humilitic of that man, whom | 
| he mcanestogratific, and honour, | | 
[afrer ſome ſhort attendance ar his 
doore, heſends his ſctuant with a 
| meſſagero chat Pecre, who;could: 
not bur thinke the meanelt of his: 
retinue,a better man than Gehexzes | Þ 
maſter. What could the Prophet. | F- 
| hauc done arher to the. lacquay of | 
Naamans man? He that would be | | 
a meet ſubie& of mercy; mult bee | 
choroughly abaſcd 'in his owne: 
conceir.; and mult bee willingly | 
pliable roall the conditions of his 
humiliation; Yet, had the meſſage | 
carried in it cither reſpect to thet 
perſon, orprobabilitic of effect; ir} 
could not hauebecne vnwelcomez|. 
but now, it ſounded. of norhing,}/ 
bur ſullennefſe, andvalikelihoody | 
Goe, and waſh in Tordan ſeuen times;}. 
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cond Ithy fleſbjhall come again to thee, 
| andthou ſhalt:be cleane; Whar wile 
man could take this, fot any other | 
than a mecreſcorn cand mockery2| 


Goe,wg/h ? Alas, What can warer 


ſtceImes 2 and why iuſt ſeuen 


man canno more pur, oft nature, 
than leprofie; In whata chafc did| 
he fling away. from the Prophers|: 
owes -and layes, Am I comne 


myourncy,and theLertcrsof my 


Contemplations.” Er B.1 9. 


do&lIr can clea ale 'romtlchineſſc;]| 
not from leprofl 1c; Andwhy in Tor-| 


dan? What differs that from other | 


times? Whatverruc is Jior rh in thar| 
channell,or inthat nymber? Naa-| 


(thus farrero'ferch a flourfrom an| 
Ijraclite # Is this the iſſue both of} 


[ 


a Oromo”, 


no man. to play ypon\,but Naa- 
man? EIS he meant ne fcriouſiygwhy 
did 


King 2 Could'this Propher fin i 
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and ic-is: bard ro. ſay. whether is 
{more predominant. Follyinmea+ 
|{uriog che power of» Gods ordi; 
| nanices bytheruleof humane dif? 
<ourle, andordinaryeuent; pride, 
'þifi a-ſcornfull yaluationof-the in- 


—C_— 
_—_—_C 


—_— — ———— 


| 


| 
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did he thinke himſelfe: roo good 
ro.comeforth vatome?;Why did 
henot touch mee with-his hand, 
and bleſſe\mec with his: prayers, 
and cure me; with his bleſling ? Is 


co.come-ſ{o farre for thisremedie} 


: : | 
|Hauclnotoft donethusinvaine} 


Hauc we :nor- better: ſtreames at 


Are not Abana and Pharphar, riue 


ftriue forplacein a naturall hearr, 


—— 


dycigh!:!; Fi 3 


| of Damaſeuy, better than| all the wa: | 
[ters of Tſraet'? Folly ;and pride 


my-miſcry-far for his. derifion 2 If] 
| water could doc it, what needed [ 


_ 


home, than-any 1/rael can afford 


{ſticutions | 
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[fticurions of God, in compariſon 
of our owne deuices. Abana and | 
' | Pharphar, xewo for ' one ; Riuers, | 
not Warers ; of Damaſcu, a ſtately | 


- 
 T— 


| Ciric, andincomparable; Arcthey 
| not? Who'darcs denyir 2 Better, 
| hotas good; rhan thewaters, 'not 
{rlicriuers;'all'che- waters, Tordan, 
oY {andallthereft; of T/ael, a begger- 
" ly Region ro Damaſcus. No where 
'{ ſhall we finde a truer -parterne of 
| frhediſpoſition'of narure; how ſhe 
|isalcogerher led by ſenſe, and'rea- 
| fon; how ſhe fondlyiudges of all | 
| [obiedts by-the appearance , how | 
\ {he acquaints het felfe' onely with 
the common rode of 'Gods procee- 


113 [Qing ; how the fticks tO her owe 
in | principles; how ſhe miſ-cotiſtrues 


|rhe-jntencions of God, howlſhee 
' OUCrConceits her oWne, how ſhe] 
ernierintt] NV: 3 dildaines 


{L1B-19. Eliſha with Naamas. 


| diſdaines the meane conditions of | 


| 


: 


+ 


| Nature is neyerburt hkeherſelfe: | 


[the {unplicitie of: Sacramegrs;; the | 


| ſceming - inefhcacie- of cenfures :| 


others, how ſhe ypbraids her op-| 
polites with the proud compari- | 
{onof her ownepriviledges. | 


' No maruell if carnall mindes-de- 
þ thefooliſhneſle of preaching, 


homelineſſe of :ceremoniecs,, the | 


| Theſe men look vpon:lordan with | 
Syrian cies ; One drop-of whoſe 
water {ct apart by diuine ordinati-| 
on, hath more yertuc, than all the| 
{treames of 4bana, and Pharphar.” 
:  Itisa good macrer for a man to 
be attended with wiſe and faith-| 
full: followers ; -Many a one hath | 
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had better counſcll from his heels, 
thang from his elbowes : Naamans 
{eruants were his beſt fricnds:they 
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Wes 
cametohim, and ſpaketohim,and] 
ſaid; My Father, If the Prophet had, 
bid thee doe {omz great thing, would/} 


: 


| 


{ thou at haus ao04e '7f 2 How mii th 
thee; Waſh | and be eleanc;- Theſc 

'n arIAnte: 1 , '> Ker} i 
| men.were {eruants: not oF thehu-! 


| maſter; Some ſeruile Spirits would 
|hauccared: onely:t6: ſoorh vp;not: 
|ro benefit their -Gonernour 3z2and 


|Was:cuer man this flonted? Will 


| Giuevs leaue-at-leaſt ro iill him 


mours bur: ofthe profir of their! 


: 


| 


by rthar owne; "Sir," will you'take 
this at the handiof a'baſoteHlow? 


would 'hauc incouraged/hisrage, 


you ler him' carrie ir away thus? 
Is any barmleſſe 'avger ſtificicnr 


reuengo for' fuch. an"inſolence? 


our bythe cares;and force him-to 


'\ » FS. 7 FI 
doc that by vioknce, whielt hee 
ea hs. 


11 would} 
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would not docoutof goodiman- 
LY a | ion. | | . 
[ nets; Let our fingers teach this 


| had rather therefore roadviſe, than 


| there "could bee no faultiin the 


| 
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faucy Propher' what it is to offer 
an affronttoaPrinceof Syria: But 
theſe: men loued more+their ma- i 


ſers health, rhan his paſſion ; and 


fatter ; ro draw him togood; than 
follow'him to'euill; Since it was 


4 Prophet frotn whom herecciucd |. 


this' preſcription, they perſwade 


bim notto deſpiſcir ; intimating 


ſleightnefſe of the receit, ſo:long 
asthere was no defect of-power in 


the commander ; thar the:wertuc | 


of thecureſhould be in his obedi- 


ence; not in thenature of theres | 


medfe:. They perſwade, and'pre- | 


uaile.'': Next to/the Prophet, Naa- 
mas may thanke his ſcruants'that 


_ 
—_ 


he 
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| mightie which purs efficacy into 


he isnotaLepcr ; He gocs downe 
(vpon their intreatic ) and dips ſc- 
|ucntimes in Iordan, his fleſh riſcth, 
this leprofic vaniſherh; Nottheyvn- | 
inſt furic and techineſſc.of the pa- 
[tient: ſhall croſle the cure : leſt] 
enbilles God is foutre, tho Prophet 
ſhould; -bce diſcredited. -Long 
enough might Naamanhaue walh- 
ed therein vaine, if Eli/hthad not 
ſcathim;; Many a Leper hath-ba- 
thed in that ſireame, -and hath 
come: forth no lefle impure; Ir is] 
[the word; the ordinance of the Al. 
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thoſcmeancs, which ofthemſclues 
arcboth impotent, and-improba- | 
blezWhat can our Font doc tothe 
waſting away of fiane 2 1 Gods 
inſtitution (haſl-pit-yertue into our 


Tordan; it ſhall fcourcoft Fanipink 
wr ru 
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]ruall leproſics of our hearts; and. 
ſhall more cure the ſoulc, than 
cleanſethe face. | 

| How ioyfull is Nazman to ſee 
f this change of his skinne, this re- 
tnouation of his fleſh; of his life: 
"Neuer did bis heart finde ſuch 
 warmthof inwardgladnefſe, as in 
[ this ſtreame. 

| © Vponthe ſ1ghrof hisrecouerie, 
hee doth nor poſt home tothe: 
Court; orto his family, ro call for 
| witneſſes, for partners of his toy ; 
[bar thankfully rerurnes tothe 
Prophet, by whoſe \mcanes' he re- | 
cciued this mercy ; He comes back 
| wich motrecontentment, thatrhee; 
|departedwithrage;Now will the 
{man'of God be ſeenc'of that reco- 
|ucred Fyrian,, whom hee would 
|notſeeleprous :His preſence” Hall 
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be yeclded: ro the gratulation, 


| which was not yeelded to the ſuit; 
Purpoſely did Eliſha forbeare be- 
- | fore, that he might ſhare.no part 


of the praiſe of this worke , with 
his Maker ; that God might be ſo 
much more magnified, as the 
| mcanes were more  weake, and de- 
ſpicable. The miraclc hath his 
duc. worke; Firſt, doth Naaman 
acknowledge the 'God'. that 
| wroughtit ; then, the Prophet, by 
| whom he wrought it: Behold, now 


-| 1 know there, #10 God. in all the 


earth, but in Iſtael. Oh happ y. $y- 


[ria chat wagat Qnce cured-of his 


proſic, and. his meſ- priſon, of 
God. ; Naamar, was topiwile , to 


diuine power, working .in-both; 
| ſuch! 
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ſich ache vainly ſought from his 
Heathen Deities; with the heart 
cherefore hee bdoaues , With the 
mouth he confeſles. - 238 
Whiles hee is thus chankfull to 

the author of his cure, he is not vn- 
mindfull of the inſtrumeat,- Now 
therefore, I pray thee, take a bleſiing | 
of thy ſeruant ; Naaman came richly 
turniſhed' with ten talents of ftluer, | 
fix thouſand peeces of gold, ren. 
changes of rayment; All theſe and 
many morewould the Syrian Pecre| 
haue gladly giuen ro bee deliuered 
from ſo noylome a dilcale, No 
| maruellif he importunately off 
ſome parrotthem to the Propher, 
now that he isdeliuered; ſome te-: 
Rimonicof chankfulreſe did well, 
where all catthly recompence was 
ome ſhorr; The hands of thisman| 
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were no leſſe full of thanks, than 
"un moath ; Dry and barren | rofel: 
ns of our obligations, where is 
ore to requite, arc yntic for no- 
| bc and ipgenuous ſpirits, | _ 

| Naamanis not more frank in offe-| 
ring his gratuitic, thay Eliſha vehe- | 
Oh mentin refuſing it, As the Lordi. 

| weth before whom 1 ſtand, Iwilreceine 
y none. Notthathe thoght the Syrian | 
gold impure ; Notthar he thoughe 
ic vnlawtullto take vpa gift,where| 
he bath laid downe a benchit ; But | 
the Propher will renur of ENG 
purſe,thathe may win of his foule; 
' The man of God would haue his 
[ven conuert ſee cauſerobe mote 


! cnamourcd of true pietic; which, 
j reacheth her Clicnts to contemne} 
i thoſe worldly. riches and glo- 

ties which baſe worldlings adore: 


| avd| 


——.. 
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ar ; _— rowy inks 
that theſe miraculous powers-are 
fo farretranſcending the valuation | 


of all earthly pclfe, that r hoſe glir- 
tering/ treaſures are worthy of ino4 


thing bur. conterapt, in chuck 


and {toole; and candleſticke, will 
not take Naamans preſent: There| 
is much vſc of godly diſcretion in| 
dircting vs when to open, when 
tro ſhut our hands: 
Hee that will-not be allowed 
to: giue, deſires yer to take: Shall| 
there not, 1 pray thee, bee giuen t0- 
thy ſeruant two mules load of earth ? | 
or thy ſeruant will henceforth offer | 
neither burnt offering, nor ſacrifice t0| 
other Gods, but rymto the Lord. gl 
raclitiſh mold lay-open to his car-| 


riage, | 


4.4 


thereof; Hence: it is, tharhe who| how 
refuſed not the Shunamites table;|| 
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turall ycrtue to the water of Ifrael ; 


and therefore ſu 2s hee might | 


racr 


giue the like ro his carthz Nei 
rags anycarth ſeruc him bur Bl:- 
ſbaes ; clic the mold of Iſraeli had 
beds more properly craued'of the 
King, than the Propher of L{racl. 
Doubtleſle ic was deuotion that 


moued this ſuir; The Syria ſaw} 


God had a proprictic ia Iſrael; and 
imagines that he.will be beſtplea- 
led with his owne;;Onthe ſudden 
was Naaman halfea Profelytey/{till: 


hcre was a weakeknowledge with| 
ſtrong inteations; Her will facris| 


cinpe POT: Bl i/ba; bar| 
Naaman regards not to rakeit, vi- | 
lefſeir. may be giuen him;'and gi-| 
ucn/ him by the» Prophets: hand | 
Wcll did this Syrian fade charrhe' 
man'of God hadgiuen a fuperna-| 
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fice-to the Lord ; bur where? in al 
$9ria, not in ieruſalem': Not the 
| mold;burche Altar isrhar God re- 
ſpetts; which he hath allowed no 
where butin his choſen $/69; This 
hs oneft Syrian will beeremouing 
| God home to his Counitrey ; hee 
ſhould haue reſolued (to remoue 
kis home, to God ; And though 
he vowes to offer" tio lactifice to 
any other god, yet he craves leaue| 
t0 offer an outward <itteſie'ts 
Rimmon ; though not for the Idols | 
| lake, yer for his maſtets : '7 this 
thing the Lord pardon thy ſarwant, 
| rhat when: tny ma$ter gorth into the 
houſe of Rimmon, 0 Worſhip there; | 
and he leaneth, 614 imy hand, and 160% 
my [elf inthe bo Woof Rimmon, the 
Lord pation thy ſernayt in thi thing. 
- diate reſolute to pics 
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| ot that doll, ic hall beas a ſeruant, 
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elle bimaſelfe an Iſraclite for Reli- 
gion. ;/all.the Syrian.Court ſhall 
know:tha 
liciſh-carth, roche God of Tfrael; 
they ſhallhcarc him proteſt: to.hauc! 
neither; heart, nor. kace for Rim- 
106 ;lt be: by goc intothe houſe 


notasa ſuppliant ; 5 his dutic to his. 


votion-ro- his maſters god; If his 
malter. fi ro worlhio there, not 
he.; ncither. doth he ay, When-1 


hip to. bee leaned, YÞONn, not 
ro. adore; ;. yet .had..niot: Naaman 


thought:this a faulc, = had nor 


t he. facr ihces VpÞon Ifrac- 


maſter hall carcie him, not his de-| 


— — 


bow my ſelfe.to the Image of Rim-|- 
| 2203.3 bury. ip the houſe : gt ſhall 


| 
| 


ctaued..a pardon. ; his heart rold; 
himhata perfect convert. ſhould 
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cheayre 
uanccot anecarthly matter (hould| 
pot draw. him to the-ſemblance of 
| arratt of outward obſernance; ro ; 
| cherinall of bis maſter iipheauen; 
thataſinccredereſtarionof Idola- 
| try could nor ſtand wich lo Yaſea: 
ſonablea curtelie; | 
Farretherefore is N Lankdy Go m 
| being | a pattern, {auc of weak: 
nelſe's s ſince lice is yet morethan 


—— -T. 


Icis zotfor'vs ro/expect a Full Na-) 
rut inithe cradle of congerſion, 
Ag naru ares: {o grace riſes by: matiy 


of Rimmon; wr his: oft 
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Hake Srv; lince hee: willing gly| 
accuſes himſelfe; and in ſtead of | 


Sw 1M his offence; || 


rfe&ion-; ; Leprolle, 
nin Ft euredar; Lg not: 


_—_— 


| [bu bur chus fotward;; diſmiſſes hi 
| wich a ciuill validation; - Had an 


rich cheſts of 'Naoman 
he goes-to: fetch it-z! The: Propher 


| | 
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1/raclite made; this fuir, hee had 
| beenc anſwered ,, with a checke; 
thus Nt fromaSy rian Was wot: 
thy of akinde fcewell Theyate 
parted: | 
| Gebexi cannot; 486 take, bis 
 leaue -Hhs heart is maled y P inthe 
aamarn, and now 


* oY 


and his man had not looked with 
the ſame cies vpon the Syrian trea- 
ſure; the one with the cic of con- 
rerpt, the other wichthecic of ad- 
7 injjon _ —_— delire, The} 
| tion of the maſter may not}. 
toeafored i thteniads, bas the] 
act of his ſcruans ;; Holy. Ely/bo| 
No beattended by a falſe Gotend 

ara. Ih no counſels cvyill 


preuaile 
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prcytile! with :ſome-hearts'; 'who 


LARS 
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| would not have thought'that: the 


other: than: Saint J 


| nian-is a mirror of'-worldlinefle* 
: fumple,or togikinde, to ref ſe 1 
wſtaprefent:from#Syrian;; hini- 
gall; Deſire haſtens his pace ;*hoe 
bootic: Nawmiiiſces bittiland, as 
'cruemobleneſſe is cade!ebiitttons, 


' 


pay tar /oe: 
| y | , Ya; eh A'# 
2/Prophes feruant';\nor- fearing 
that hecanhumble himfelfc ouc 


dead: Gg3 


follower: of : Eſha could'bee n6| ; 
ans yet} after the c 
view. of allthoſe miracles this | 


Lord of '$9r74 | 


F 


mecsforth of. his coach t6Halute | 


| 


r-| 
much'ro- one'of Elj/haestainily ; | 
Gebexiwicth-the'ſame| 
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4 DR reherewich lie 6 was lately di- 
micredby his-maſtes;! Irit Be *| 
| So ſuflden.a meſfnger:. might 
leemefe argue forme obange;1Hee | 
{lo0nc receuies-from:the breachleſſe 
bearer:tiewesof his maſters health; 
and requeſt; Alt well; My mater 
22 (9k me , Jaying, Behold, enen 
now there be come to me foommutint 
Ephraim, two young men df the Jons 
0f, #6: Prophets 3:Gine mee; T pray 
thee, atalent of filuet, and twa chan-| 
| 'ges of. garmonts. \'Had:-Geheziieras| 

uedareward, in ; his owne-name; 
| LENT Gan fec of ithe- Prophets: 
'{cruant; 1725 the gajng.fo the offence] 
had becneithe Icſſel;noaw;reacbing}| 
| | at.a.greater; lymme;hce! belicstiis | 
| thalter;gobs Naavngn; burdenb:bis| 
=_ | owneoule. \Whara {found talc | 
hath thecrafrof _— enfols if 
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Of thenmber, the place, hequ- 
Title theage of fisrialicts guelts: : 
Thar hee-m! might {ca faineebloiy 
vpon that" pretetided requialt ; fo 
proportioning. the" vale "of his 
detnand,ast m ighr bothiintich Lid. 
| ſelfe; >and yer well {tand with the 
| [moderation of bis maſter ?Loucof 
money canhetre keeps: 66d quit- 
ret with honeſtie, with intiotence; 
Coucrouſueſſe neue? Todginn "thel 
hidtralone=if ir findetiot, 1 ir will 
| breed widkeduolſd: "What a mint 0 
of fraud thet&is in A ' worldly] | 

| breaſt > How: readily cahit coync 
Guttlefallhbod&feranaduanrages 7 


i... At 


he... A 


-H6wrhankfally liberillwasthis 
Noble $9447"; Colites cotild nor | 
bethorecagettiui taking, than-hee| 1 
was 18 giuin? As pladbHohappy ' | 
ar 'vccalion 8bleauins &A8y yr 
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of his eraſure behinde him, be fgr- 
cestyyo lalcnts ypon the, ſeruant 
of Eijha;and bindes rhcm.in tyo 
bagsand Jaics them. vpon twen 
is ewas {eruants ; his wn train 
{hall yceld |Poriets' to. Gebpa! ;* 
| our benelicence; Bounuifull minds | 
| areas zealons.in oucr-paying gaod | 
|curtics,as the niggardly arcjn ſean: | 
'& ting remibucions.,,, 71.1 50 
|| . What proie&s;doc. we thinke| 
|Gebexz hadall the, way2 How did | 
|| he pleale hira{elte; with rhe waking 
{dreames.ol 215 rcdgge? ary 194 
| [ar& cCoOmne tothe torver, he.gladly | 
| |disburdens, and diſrgifſeshis' two 
| Syrian attendants, and hides theit 
|{tands boldly betaxe that. maſter, 
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think God way this-while? Couldſt 
thoychuslong pewre.warer.vpon 
the hands af Eli/ka, and be. cicher 
| ignaranc,or regardleſſe of tha var 
deceiugable; cys þ of prouideyes, 
| which was , cuer fixed vpqn-thy 


Couldlt thou thus hope to blinde 


indiccment, .thy ſentence, from 


| hi), vehom - the u thoughtclt tg 
| haut mocked , with, thy conceale-| 
| menti; Hence comtthou,Gehtgi® | 
| Thy ſeruapt went no,whither, Hge.| 
|rhat had. begun.'s lye:to. Naaman,| 
cods it Fo his maſter}, whoſo {ts | 
hisrapgheongc;laple.to'a wiltall| 


| rhe ties of a-Sceer+ Hearethen:rrhy 


- 
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whom be bad ſg'foulely, abuſed; | 


——_— 


ho 


hands,'\thy' roogue, thy - heart? | 


kc 


in multiplying falthoods. OE whar| 
of rf | metall | 


—_— 


[koi wenrelt ;/ blurs: elicks faid{t; | 
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nictalli is the wal of cthatman, 
that Uares lye t&'a Prophet? What | 
is this but ro"our-face the-fonſes? 
Wet not mine heart with thee, When 
thenian turned againe from his cha: | 
rettd met thee? Didſ thow nor till | 
now know : O Gehzxi, that Pro- 
phers'haue ſpiricuall eyes; which 
ar&'nor COUMPL to oy you 
ror chounot "VE that ehivis | 
hearts were often, where they wete | 
nor? Didſt thott "nor know. that | 
thy ſecreteſt-wates' were ouer-loo-| 
ked by inuifibJe witneſſes? Heare 
the), and be conuinced';*Hather 


- 
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chisthou didſt*hiis then [ped | 
Whaldſvct! Wis'now! liere bur 
confufisn2 Miſerable Gehe; ex3,how | 
didlt chow land: pale and Feels | 


——— cc. _—_ 
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offence? Is bir a time to receitie,mo- 
ney, and to receine garments, and | 
(which thou hadft already put-| 

chafed/irirhy conceir) Olipzyards, 

ad vineyards, dnd Jheepe, ant0x:1\, | 
| and mens ſernants midmaigſerumts? | 
| Diamymouth re fiſe; that thy hands 
Tiphteake? WasTi6 carcfulltg win 
honot tomy God, & credit tg? my | 


DV -- 


profeſſion, by detiying theſe Syrian 
ona Yo thou mighrR*&afh: 


hiinreceiuing th&Was rheftno; 


0 © TIER 


way roinfich thyſelfeburbybely-] 
ing-ey-matter by diſparaging | | 
| y_ ' Td FN * _— MM TIT. | 
thisholy-fanction'in the eyes of a1 | 

new confuett? Sincerhou wotlfdſt | [; 
\necds\therefore'take"part SPN] | 


| r mans \' _ + 
| —_ ——_ " > OuT— /, 


[mans SS rakepart michhimi in 


tor had beenca 
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| Thea oucrtakes the word ; Hee| 


hath. 
|thar: hee hath. clad himſelfe with: 


ink 


Fry all poſteritics ſhall now ſay 5 


his leproſic, The leprofic of Naqwas | 
all cleque onto thee, and contq thy 

ced for cucr- Oh ratie THes of | 
Gehexi. / Oh the horror of this one| 
ynchangeable {uy ic, which ſhall ne-| 
uct beburloarhſomely whitc,noi-| 
ſomely vncleanc.. ' How much bct- 

purle, and) an. 
homely coat,witl pry bodic,a| 
clears foule: ; Too. late.doth..that 
wretched man naw. tinde, thathee 
oaded himlelfe witha curſc,| 


— — _ —_—— 


_ _—_ 
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mez His ſinngſhall be red, cuer- 
1s facc, in hisſced ; All ;paſſens 


the charaftersof G bexies|- 
CO OE fraud, haladeet| 


Went: out of his preſence, aleper at\ 
white || 


_— 
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L1s: ig. E liſha with Naaman. 


white as ſnow; 1&1 4 well ex- 
change that" Gehegy- bath "made 
with Naama#; Naaman came 3 1c- 
| per, returned '& Diſciple; Gehexz 
| cane a Diſciple, returned aleper; 
Naamin left behinde:both his dil- 
calc, and his money j"Gehexi rakes | 
vp both his motiey and his diſcaſe: 
Now {hall Gehex7 ncucr looks vp- 
on himſelfe, bur he ſhall chinke of 
Naaman, whole skinne is transfer- 
'red ypon him with thoſe talents ; 
and ſhall weare our the reſt of his 
daycs in ſhame, and paine, andfor- 
lrow : His tcarcs may wafh offthe 
guilt of his ſinne,ſhall nor (like an- 
other Tordan) walh off his leprdlie; 
that ſhall cucr remaine as an: here- 
dicarie monument of diuine leuc- | 
ritie. This ſonne of the Prophets | 


fhall more loud and liuely _ 6 | 
| the| 


| panctiats 
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Fin — of God by his Gecagher 
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was it -_ him, if whiles higskinne 
vas ſmow-white with leprofic, his 
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\ hurl bled ſoule were Waſhed. 
+: © whiccas ſnow with-the':. 
water-of-truc re--.. 
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creaſed ; an ill man in 


FT © bo kle Gone ps 


| rapes better plants from grow- 
: A blanke doth better in a 
oomE, than an ill 6lling : The 


view. of! Gods iuſt: judgements 


himghan alievarethem;The Kings 
of Iſrael had ſuccegded-in Kola. 
,andbac'of fingere Religion,: 


| 
gone, he OEn in- 


 bietreein a Garden, wholc ſhade| 


doth rather draw,.clicnts. vnio| 
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yetthe Prophets multiply ; Petle- 
cution cnlargeth the bounds of the 


| Chutch;;j\Theſeeric cempeſtuous 
ſhowres, brig. vp flo 
herbs in abun 


hauebecne neither ſomariy, not ſo] 


wres and 


= EL ®. 


ance: There would 


uilh- 


ii. 


EE WEI" ll. th. A en tt — —_ 


|. When they found thanked 
[/ba; Let'vs goe, we pray thee, vnto 


| faid; Goe 


Jer. 19. Bl avajfng th Iron, Oe] 


people periſh; they" are” bleſeg,| | 
whertirt iboutids; M291 


ſtrairned, rhey did norpreſume ro 
carge for themſclues, burthey cra- 


ued the leaue, the counſell of E/7- 


Tordan, ind take thence cucry man 
abeame,and let vs-make vs aplace 
vhere wee may dwelliiAnd hee 

Te bach becomes'the 
{onnes = he Prophers;'to/ entor- 
priſe nothing, Malek the allow- 
ance of their. Supecriouts : Here 
was 4 building rowatds; "fone of 


the curiouſeſt; Idoenor/feethera 


making reſedtives for the procure 


ment of ſome cinning'attificers, 


nor-for the conquiſition'of ſome 
coltly .marbles;, and cedars ; but 


eacte man ſhall hew; and {quare, 
Rn *.102 h and 


— — ——— 
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ld fame his owne'beame. No| 
nice termes were: ſtood: ypon by} 
theſe ſons of the Prophets ; \'Fhcir 
thoughts:were. fixed ypon the pet- 
fetion'of af] piritgallbuilding :-As 
an bomelyroofe may-lerue therh;fo 
their owne-hands ſhall raile.it; The 
fingers ,,of- chete-, tote platiue 
| men did-not-{corne the axe, ahd. 
maller, and cheſcll;-It was: better 
| being there,chaninObadiahscaucs 
& they-that:dwell now contented: 
at 1 69 ſticks,willnot refuſe 
the ſquared ſtones, and poliſhed 
contignations}, of - better. | rimes. 
They ſhall be ill reachers of others, 
| that haue.inor.! learned. both-t9 
Rents abound-..;) 


Themaſter ofchis facxed Socig 
"a Eliſha; is not ſtately, not/au- 
| ere; hingiues not only paſſageto 
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all. 
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| chismotionof his Collegiares, but 
alliſftance: Ir was fit the ſonnes of | 
the Pcophets (bould haue conuc- 
nience of dwclling, though not 
| pompe, not coltlineſle.- They fall | 
ro their worke;No:man goes Tack 
ly about thebailding of hisowne 
Houſe: Oncof chem, moreregar- 
ding the tree than the toole, lets 
tallthe head of his axc into-the ri- 
ur : Poore :imen are ſenfible''of 


{mall loſſes, Hee takes his'mone 


he... 
tt lt. 


— 
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ro; Bliſha; Alas maſter, for it was 
borrowed ; » Had | the» axei:becne 
his owne, the trouble had: beene 
the Iefſe to forgoc- it; therefore | 
doth the miſcarriage afflic him, 
becauſe i it was of a borrowed axc : 
Honeſt mindes| are more carcfull 
of what they: haueby loane than 
by propre Inlending thereisa|} 
Hh z ruſt, | 
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cruſt, which a good heart cannot | 
diſappoint withour vezation: Alas 
 poore nouices of the Prophergthey 
would be building, 'and werenot 
' worth their axes ; if they would 
giuc their labour, they mult bor- 

row their inſtruments 
Their -wealth | was ſpiricuall; 


{ axclhall nar be.reſtored ; It might} 


Outwardpoucttic may well {tand 
with inward riches; Hee is rich, 
not that hath cheworld, but thac 


can contemne it. 
Eliſha/loues and: cheriſhes this 


uſt {mmplicitic ; rather will--hee 
worke amiracle, than a borrowed 


calily be'imagined, hee that could 
raiſe yp thejronoutofthe bottome| 
of the water,could rell where irfel} 
in; yeteuen that: powerfull hand | 


_ for dircction. In this: one | 


poinr,| 
————  _—__— 


TEE FOO a OY NOIR rr" 7r" 


poinr., the ſannc of the Prophet 


rice of all patcicularities is neithet 
fit for acrearure, nor communica: 
ble; A meane man may beſt know 
{ his owne caſe ; this Nouice better 
| knowes where his axefel}, than his 
maſter ; his maſter knowes better 
howto get ic out, than he. There 
ts norcaſon to' be giuen of ſuper: 
haturall aCtions. : The Prophet 
borrowes an axe to cutan helue 
for the loſt axe ;, Why did he nor 
make vie of that handle which 
| had caſt the head 2- Didi he hold it 
vnworthy of reſpect; for that it 
had abandoned x metall wherc- 
with it was truſted:Or did he make 
\choiceof a new flicke,thatche mi- 
| racle might beche moreclcere, and 
vnqueſtionable'!? Diyine power 


_— 
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| knowes more.than Rliſha;Theno- 


Rn. 


| 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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| firſt would haue procured the | 


t {wim, like Cork, vpon the ſtreame 


—._—@_dZ.uuA An 


& HIS" ny; 4:0 1-4 , ds | 
| tot willing ro putoff-the proper-| 


>  - 4 - P —— | Wb — ---1 , 


head" of the axe, and then would 
haue fitted it with an hElue; Elba 
firsthc head to the helue; and caur | 
fes the” wood , which' was light, | 
and knew not how to finke; to | 
fetch vp the Iron, which was hea- | 
ute, and narurally yncapable of ſu-| 
pernaration. Whether the mertall 
were {tripped of the naturall| 
weight, by the ſame power which 
gauc it being: ; or whether retai- 
ning the wonted poile, it was rai- 
ſed vp by ſome ſirirual operati-| 
on, I inquire not 5 Onely, 1 fee it| 


=_ on 


bl 


of Tordan, and moue towards the |, 
hand thatloſtir: What creatutets] 


| 


tics of nature, ar the command of 
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Lt. 19. Eliſbaraifing the Iron,@& a. | 
the God of Nature ;OhGod, how 
ealic is itfor thee, whenthis hard | 
and heauy' heart of;mine is ſunke 
| downe into:the mud of-the world, 
to ferch it vp againeby;chy mighty 
word,: and caule it to floar-ypon 
the ſtreames of life, and ro ſee rhe 
facc of heauen againe? |'-; 

\/\Yecſtill doe the {ides of 1/7ae] 
complaincof thethornes of Aram; | 
| The children of Ahab ruc their fa- 
chers/yniaſt-mercy ; From an enc- 
my, it isno-making queſtion whe- 
her of ſtrength,or wile: The King | 
of Syriacon{ults with hisſeruans, | 
-yhere tocncampefor his-greatelt 
aduantage-; their opinion is not 
more required, than their ſccrecie; 
Eliſha'is a thouſand-Scoutrs; hee | 
{ends word:to, the King 
fot the proiedts, of the remoues of | 
Hh 4 his 
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of Iſrael |. 
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| had his number amonegſt their 
| worſt. If they were bad, yer the 


—— 


 ———— 


his cnemy + More than once bath 


| Tehoram:{aued both his life, and | 
| his hoaft, by theſe cloſe admoniti- 
| ons. Iris well that-in-ſomething 
[yet a Prophet may bce obeyed ; 
What ſtrange .State-ſeruice way | 


this, which El/badid; beſides the 
ſpirituall 2 The King, the pcople 
of Iſrael owe themſclues, and their 
lafeticro a deſpiſed Prophet: The 
man of God knew, and felt them 
[dolaters ; yet how carefull, and vi- 
vilant is he, fortheir reſcue ; If they 
were bad, yerthey were his owne ; 


[f they were bad, yetnot all ; God 


_——__ 


Syrians were worle ; The Iſraelites 
miſ-worſhipped thetruc God ; the 
5 yrians worlhipped aitalſe; That 


( ifir were poſſible) he might win 


| them 


—— wt... A 
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[rhemghewill-preſerue them ; and 
if they-will needs bee wanting'to 


ting tothem ; their impictic ſhall 
\nat make him yndutifull. - -. / 

| _ Therecannot beaiuſtercauſeo 
diſpleaſure, than the diſcloſing of 
thoſe ſecret counſels, which arc 
laid vp jn our care, in our breaſt. 

| Tg oy of Syria, not without 
{rcalan, ftomackes! this ſuppoſed 

| treacherie, Whar Prince can beare 
| that an aducrſe power ſhould .haue 
a partie, a Penſ1onaric in his owne: 
| Courr> How famous was Eliſha, 
cuen in forraine Regions ? Befides 
| Naaman,others of Þ 

bilitie take notice of the miracu- 


JO "I 


Iſrael; He is acculed for thisſecret 


intelligence: No words can eſcape 
him, 
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| God, yer Eliſha will not bee Wwan- | 
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e $9148. No-| 


| lous faculties, of this-Propher al 


| 
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[chamber ; O Syrian,  whoſocuer 
[thon werr,thoufaidſtnotenough; 


ry word that accuſeth the Propher| 


ling ; he heares theplor for his ap- 

prehen {10n : How ill doe the pro- 

| 6m ' L 

|1ects of wicked men hang toge- 
ther ? They that confeſſe Eli/ha 

| knowes their ſecreteſt words, doe] 


[yet conferre to take him. There| 


Contemplations. Ls. 1g. 
him , though ſpoken in the bed- | 


a 


F 


If thy maſter doe but whiſper in 
thine carc, if he ſmother his words 
within his owne lips; if hedo bur 
ſpeake within his owne boſome, 
Eliſha knowes it from aninfallible 
information ; What counſel! is it, 
O God, that canbc hid from thee2 | 
What counſell is it, that thou wilt 
hide from thy Scer > Euen this ve- 


is knowne to the accuſed ; Hee 
heares this tale, whiles it is in tel- 
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are Spies vpon him, whoſe cſpi- 
als haue 'moucd their anger, and} 
admiration; He is'defcried to bee 
in Deth#;a ſmall Towne of Ma- 
maſſes ;'Awhole Armicis ſent thi- 
|rher ro ſurpriſe him ; The oppor- 
cunitie of the night 'is choſen for 
che exploit ; There ſhall bee! no 
wanreither in the number, or va-| 
lour, orſerrecic of theſe conſpired 
| troups: & now whenthey hauetul- 
ly girt in the er with a ſtrong 
| & exquiſite f1ege,they make them. | 
(clues ſure of Eliſha; and pleaſe} 
themſelucs to think;how they haue 
incaged the miſcrable Prophet,how 
they ſhould rake him ar vnawares 
in his bed; in the midſt of a ſecure 
dreame; how they ſhould carric | 
him fettered to their King ; what 
| thankes*they ſhould hauc for fo| 
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[welcomeapriſoner.,  __The| 
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Theſucceſſourof Gehe qiriſcth. 
early i inthe morning, and { {ces all [ 
the; Citic .cncompaſled with a 
fearcfull hoaſt of foor, horle, cha- | 
rets: His cyc could mcer with no- 
thing bur woods of pikes, and. 
walls ;of harneſle, and luſtre of mce| 
tals; and now heruns in affrighted 
to bis maſter ; Alar,yy mater haz 
/hall we doe? He had day enough 
rofcethey were cnemics that inui- 
roncd them ; ro.ſce himlſelfe help- 
leſle, and deſperate; ;and hath only | 
lo _—_ life left in him, as to MM 
ment himſelferothe partner of his 
miſcric : He cannor flee from. his 
new maſter, if he would; he runs 
to him, wa a wofull clamour, 
Alas, my maiter, what ſhall wedoe ? 
Qh the vndauntcd courage of 


| faich | Eliſha ſees all this hi ſits 


nj! 
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| haue bid lum not to fee; when he 


oy 
| 
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inhischamber ſo ſecure, as if theſe 
had onely beene the guard of 7/- 
rael, for his ſafe protection. Itisan 
bard preceprt that he giues his ſer- 
uant, Feare not ; As well mighthee 


tt 


ſaw, as/not to feate when hee ſaw | 


| ſo dreadfull a ſpectacle; The ope- 
rations of the ſenſes are nor leſlc 
cercaine, than thoſe of the aflecti- 
ons, where the obicas are no lefſe 


—_—— 


—————————— 


there are moe with vs, than with 
| hem; Multitude and other our- 


| the confidence of naturall hearrs, 


proper: Buttheraskeiseafie, if the | 
nexr word may finde beleefe, [For 


ward probabilitics doc both'leade| 


] 


andfixit : Itis for one but a' Da-| 
uid,rolay,T willnot be afraid of ten | 
thouſands of people, that haue ſet | 


themſelues againſt mee romd about - 
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[according to the proportion of| 
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Elcth and bloudriſcth;and falleth, 


the ſtrength, or weaknefle, of ap-| 


| PAFERT MEANES. 
Eliſhaes man Jookr hoe hin; ;| 


yet his waſter praics, Lord open h14 
eyes that they may. ſee 1;;Naturally 
welce not, whiles we doe ſee; Euc- 
ry thing i is ſo ſeenc, asit is; Bodily 
cies dilcerne bodily abicfts; i 
piricuall can ſeethe zhings of God; 

Some .tmen. want: both. eyes, and 
light ; Eliſbaes, ſeruanr: had-eyes, 

Peauited illumination; No ſooner 
were his cies open, than he ſawthe 
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mountaine full of. horſes, and cha- 
rets of fire round- about: Eliſha: 

They. were there-before, { ncither 
doth \Bliſb pray that thoſe troupes 
may .be gathered, but that they | 


may "bi Kok not till now were 
| they 


_ OO I EE — 
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{they defcried.  Inuiltble Armies 
guard the {cruants of God, whiles 
they ſceme moſt forſaken of carth- 
ly aide, moſt cxpoled to certaine 
| dangers ; If the cies of our Faith 
beas openas thoſe of our ſcnſe,to 
[lee Angels as well as. Syrians, wee 
[cannot beappalled with the moſt 
vncquall rermes. of . hoſtilicic ; 
Tholc bleſſed Spirits are ready .ci- 
ther toreſcuc our bodies, ortocar- 
ric vp-our ſoulcs to bleſlcedneſle; 
whether cuer ſhall be inioyned of 
| their Maker : there is juſt comfort 


[in bothyin cither, + .. bing 


| . Both thoſe charers thatcameto 
| fecch; Elyah,and thoſe rhat came to 
| defend 1Bli/bg,, were fiery : God. is, 
not leſſelquely co his owne, inthe 
midft of. his judgements . than 
hee is tertible rohis/cnemies,,. 
| [ 
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thedemonſtrations of his mercies. 
'Thus guarded, it isno maruell if 
Eliſha dare walke forth into the 
midſt of the Syriatts. Not one of| 
thoſe heauenly Preſidiariesſtrucke| 
a ſtroke for the Prophet; neither| 
doth herequire their blowes; only| 
{ he turnes his prayer to hts God,and| 
layes, mite this people, T pray thee, 
with blindneſſe; With no othier| 
than deadly intentions did' theſe] 
Aramites come downe to Eliſha.,| 
yer doth nor hee ſay, Smite them] 

with the ſword, bur, Smite them 
| with blindseſſe; All the cttill he wi-| 
ſhes torhem, is their repentance ;} 
{ There was no way to ſee their cr- | 
[rout, burby blindnefſe; Hee that] 
prayed forthe opening of his-fer-J 
uants eyes, to fee: his fafe-gard ;| 
prayes for the blinding of theey , 
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of his ericmice] {har they might not| 
feero doe hutr. | 
- As the eycs'of Eliſbaes ſeruant 
wete ſo ſhucthat they faw notthe 


—_——__—_ 
i. Arn... Mit 


hallbe blicde blinds notrhrougl 


'thar made the ſenſes , can'either 


Avigels, when they fawthe Syri-| 
ans; ſo the eyes of She Syrians ſhalt 
bee Lewiſ ſhur, char when they | 
ſee cheman, they ſhall nor fee the}. 
Pro phet: To all other obietsrherr | 


(cycsareclcate, only ro Bliſh: oy 


darkoefſe;burrhrough miſ:-knows?| 
kdge; theyfhall ſee, and miſtake 
ek the perſon ind the placer He 


hold; or delude then at pleaſure; 
ben cafily can he offer to the frohr 

other repreſentations, than thoſc 
\which arifeffom the vifible mar- 
cer; and make the heart to belecue 


carats 
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, Juſily now . might. Eliſha fay, 
Thr 1 not the way, neither t thi the 
Citie, wherein 'Eli/haſhall be deſcri- 
ed: He was in Dothan, but notas 
Eliſha; he ſhalt aor be found buc 
in Samaria ; neither, can they hauc 
any guide to him,bur himſeltc. No 
ſooner are they come into, the 
ſtreers of Samaria, thanthcir cycs 
 haue lcaue to know bothrthe place, 
and the Prophet: The firſt fight 
they haue - rhemſclues, is inthe 
trapof 1/7acl,in theiawes of death; 
thoſe ſtatcly palaces, which rhey 
1 now wonder at vnwillingly, car- 
ricnoreſcemblance to them, bur of 
|rhcir graucs; Eucric Iſraclite ſeemes 
an cxccutioner ;  cucric houlc: a 
laile; cucric beamca gibber; and} 
now, they looke vponEliſhatrant- 
formed from their guide, to their| 


common 
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common mardercr; with THSY 
andpaleneſle: It is moſt iuſt with 
Godro inranglerhe plotters of wic-. 
keduee in cheirowac {nare. 

| © How glad is a morrall enemy. 
| to ſharch-arall aduantages of re- 
ucnge? Netier did the King of JF 
rael feea mote pleaſing ſight;than 
lo many Syrian chroars ar his nict- 
= .and, as loth to loſe ſo fairea 

ay,” (as if his fingers irched tobe 
4 cinblotd) he ſaies, My father, 
[hall I ſmite; ſhall I ſmite them? 
|The repctitipn argued: delire Ire, the 
compellation, reiletence : :** Not 
[without allowance of a Propher, | 
| would the King of 1/7ae! lay his | 
hand ypon at enemy/ fo. miracu- | 
louſlytrained home; His heart Was 
ſtill foule with Idolatry; yer would 
he nor tainthis band wich torbid>. 
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| counterfeit of confcicnce. 


|them,:; Wouldit thou -ſmite thoſe 
_ | whom thou haft taken captine, with | 
|thy ſword, aud with thy bow ?. As if 


Fl bloud; Hypocrifte will be Rill 
|{crupulous in lontcehings and-in 


ſome awfull reſtraints'is a perfect 


The charitable Propher ſob 


| ew an angry prohibition! -of| 


aughter ; Thou ſhalt not: ſmite., 


-hefaid, Thelc are Gods captiues, 
not thine ; and if they were thine, 
owne, their bloud could nor. bee 


+ © 
a —_—_—_—_ _ 


| thoſcliues which haue bceneyecl: 
Sd thy. tword. are guiltleſſe: of 


[ſhed withour-crueltic ; though in | 
[thehot chaſcs of- warrey executions 


_ —_— 


may be wuſtifiable; yerinthe coole- | 
neſſc of deliberation;itzean be-no 
other than iabumane yo take 


ded to mercy ; But here, thy bow 
the | 


| Lis: 19. Eliſbaraifing the. Tron,Q5c | - 
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.cheſucceſſe; onely a ftrange pro- 
| uidence of the Almightic hath call | 
them into thy hands, - whom nci-| 
|rherthy fotce; nor thyfraudcould | 
|hauc compaſled ; If ir be vitoric 
«lk ayabels 26, onmcntire then | 
with kindneſſc;Setbread and water 
before then, that they may eat and| 
drinke ; Oh: oble + reuenge of 
Eliſha, ro feaſbhiis perſeturors !To | 
-prouide' a Table for thoſe; who | | 
had prouided a graue for him; | 
 Theſc Syrians came to Dothan tall | 
of bloudy purpoſesro Eliſha; hee | 


{ends them from Samaria full of | 2 
| good: cheare, and jollitie ; Thus, | | : 
| | O9 

9 


chas ſhould a Prophet: puniſh his 
[purfucrs ;:/Na vetgeance- but this | 
| is heroicall,, and: fig for Chriſtian Bi 
imitation .; 1f thine. enemy hunger, 
giue him bread to eat; if he thirſt, giue | | 


— —_ 
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liking water. to drinke ; For thou ſeat 
| heaps coales of fire rupois hir head:; 
and the Lord ſhall reward thee x Bee 
[#40t overcome with euill, but ulercome 


| | euill with good. 
Ls The King of. I wad doh 


—_— 
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|nothaucdone by his ſword; The 


into thebounds of: Tſrael:: Nencr 


jo "ONE 
—_— 
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outthe retribution 'of a bicſing; 
in doing ſome good” to our cnc- 


{{clues : God cannot. þurloucin ys 
[this imiration of his nicrcy, who 
{bids his Sonne ſhine, and his raine 
ſtall where hce'is molt prouoked; 

jand that lou i is ncuer iraicledſe 


4 


did a charirablea@ go away, with- | 


| mics, wee doc molt good. to: our | 


— 
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{chat by his teaſt, which/hee could | 


© 


[bands of '$yriawill no'more come | 
{by way ofawbuſh;'or incurſion, | 


«> TWe's 


| 


oat by thoſe, 


[THE RLMIRGs OF 


Samaria releened. 
rnpryi 03, FCCC Dl 


FFOc many good turnes 
BIT are vricren in Marble: 
MIN oone haue theſe Syri- 
RL) ans forgotten the mer- 


cifull beneficence of Ifrael: Aficr | 


the forbearance of fome: hoſtile | 


muſtered againſt Tchoram ; That 
very Samaria'which had-releeued 


the: diſtreſſed Aramites,/ is by the 


 Aranites belteoed and ieaffariſh: 
And had fed. The 


famine within the walls was more. 


inrode, all the forces of Syria ate | 


Ii 4 rerrible | 
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494 


—_— o—_ I 


| -..- - Contemplations.. Lis. 1 gl 


. 
! 


— 


bm 


cerrible than the ſword without; 


| Their worſtenemy was ſhat with-| 
in; and could nor bee diſlodged! 


Ie TRE the -dolacric of" The 


brought thetn?' Before, they had 
beene {courg 


| drought, wich dearth ; as with 


| 


I___ 


{wglc cords'; they: remaine incor- 
rigible, and-now-God twiſts two 
of chele |bloudy laſhics rogether, 
and galls: them \cucn''to death: 


nets thanthar own mawes. Thoſe 
things which in their nature were 


tic ; The Aﬀe was ( beſides the vn- 


There needs no other executio-| 


not edible; (atleaſt, roan 1/pxelits)| 
| were now: both deare, and dain- | 


roothſomneſſe;). an impure crea>/| 
cure; that which the hw of Cere” | 
monics:had. made vncleatic 5/' the} 
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law | 
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dred 


equally y pinched. 


| crmpred fron the iudge 


| 


law of devellicid-his had made deli 
cate, and precious ; ; the bones of | 
ſo catrioh an head could not bee} 
picked for lefle thin foure hun- 
cs of Silver; ncicher was | 
this ſearaticof vituals oncly, but 
of all other neceſaries for humane 
 vſe*thir the belly might norcom- 
plane alone, the Whole mai was 


'TheKing of 7 Fuel is neicher ex-] 
ment, hor 
yet yeelds vnderir; He walkes vp-: 
on the walls of his! Samarin; to ' 
oucrfee the Warches fer, the En-: 
ones ready, the Guards changed; | 
rogether-with the poltarc' ot the | 
enemy; when a woman cries to] 
him outof the Citic, Help my Lord 
0 Kihg ; Next ro/God, what"re- 
fuge haue wein all our —_ 

ur| 


| 
| 
| 
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bur his Anointed ) Earthly Souc- 
raigatie can aid ys inthe calc of 5 


— 


iniuſtice of men, bur what can ir 
doc againſt the judgements © 
God? If the Lord doe not help thee, 
whence /ball T help thee ? out of the. 
barns floore ; or out of the Wine-| 
| preſſe? Euecn the greateſt powers 
| mult ſtoop to afflictions in them- | 
ſclues, how ſhould they beable to. 
| preuent them in others ? To ſue 
foraid whereis an vttcr impotence 
of redrefſe, is but to vpbraid the 
weaknelle, and aggrauate the mi-| 
{cry of thoſe whom we implore; 
Iehoram miſtakes the ſuit; The 
ſuppliant calls co him fora wofull| 


a it. FP OO o— "0 
_— 
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auc; agreed to cat their ſonnes ; 
The one hath yeclded hers to: bee | 
boiled, and caren; the other, after 
LE ſhe 


» 
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Kut reel 


he hack: SUR het pare of fo pro- 
digious-: a banquet, with-drawes 


[knife / Hungerandcouy makethe 
| Plainriffe 1mportunace ; and now 
| ſheeraues the benckic of royall iu- 
Rios: She that made. the ſy .Mo- 
[tion with-holds her. part of the 
bargaihe ; and flics from that pro- 
|{mile,-whoſe truſt had made this 
Emorherchildleſſe. Oh rhe direfull 


flies of famine, that turnes off 


(place co, borror; cauſing the. ren- 
der moiher to Jayher hands; yea 


'owne body ; and to recciuc that 
{into her Retnacks, which ſhe hath 
[bzou vohe; forth 'of her. wombe; 


i. 


i. 


| her childe, and hides him from the | 


[all reſpeCts of nature, and giucs no} 


| her teeth vpon the fruic of. her] 


A ſhould Ichoram doe. ? 7%, | 
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|march was monſtrous; The. chal. 
' lenge' | 


—S—— — ——. _—_ wi. 
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| laye was =—_ yer vitiandralh; ;| 
This complainant had purchaſed 
[onehalfeof rheliuing childe, by] 
|rheone halfe of hers, dead py The | 
| mother of the ſurniaing- Infant is| 
[preſſed by coucnanit, by hunger; 
[reſtrained by-nature'; To force a 
mother to deliuer-vp het childeto 
voluncarie ſlaughter; had beene| 
crucll; To force a-Debtor' to pay a| 
confeſſed arerage, ſeemed but 
| cquall: If che remaining childebe 
| riot dreſſed for food; this mother 
of the deuotired childe-isboth 
{robbed;andaffamithed ; If he bee, 
innocentbloud by ſhed - aucho. 
[ritie, 
| Ttis1 no cle! if the. eſtion 
| aſtofifhied the ludge;nor' 5 much 
| for the difficatris-of the dematnd,] 
as the horrorof the occaſion; To} 


what, 


o _ FF - 
o - amran FP s et ee a tae 


| 


[Lt 


withouticauſe did the King, of 1/ 


hisfack-cloth ; well might he ſec 
his people branded with thatanci- 
ent fot v which Gud had denoyn- 


(4 fierce conmenance, which ſhall not | 
regard the. perſon of the 01d, nor ſhew 


fauour tothe young; And he ſball be- 


re latenable diſtreſs did Ie 
| horam finde his people driucn? Not | 


edaga inſt the rebellious; The Lord| 
/ball ati 4 Nation againſt thee, of | 


rael repd his garments, and. ſhew | 


: — Fama, 


\frege thee'in all thy gates; And thou 


daughters ;:The tender,and delicate 
Woman, Fc: eies [hall be ettill towards 


her young one thas cometh out from. 


ſhalt eat the fruit of thine owne body, | 
[the fleſb:'of thy ſannes, and of thy 


| 


[ſeererly in the fiege and ſtraitneſſe. 


| prague, his {1n; and theirs ;I findc 


me, and more-alſo, if the head of Eli- 


| /ba, the ſonne of Shaphat;fball ſland 


they defcracdir; perhaps he mighr] 
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Hee mournes for the plague, hee 
mournes not for the cauſe of this 


is ſorrow, I finde not his repen- 
rance: The worſt man may gricue | 
for his \mart, ovely the good heart 
gricues forhisoFcnce: Inſtead of 
being penttent, Tehoraris furious, 
and turves hisrage from his fins, 
againſt che Prophet; God #62 ſo zo 


—_ 
- GIS _ 


Lt 


on bim this day: Alas, what bath | 
the righteous done? Perhaps Eli-] 

24 ( thar wee may imagine ſome} 
colouts of this diſpleaſure ) forc-] 
threarned this- judgement ; but] 


have averted ir\ by bis ptayers ;| 
their vnrepentance* difabled'him'; | 
4 Perhaps} 


—_— 
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4 
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ſaw che dcliuerance ; In all this 


how hath Eliſha ftorfeired his 
(head 2 All 1/7ael did not afford 
an head fo guiltleſle as this:that 


the faſhion of the world ; the lewd 


| blames the innocent, and will 


ohtnefle. 


| others 


cſtatc of Samaria.and theſe ſtormes 


ctly in his ownc houſe, amongſt 
his holy Conforts ; bewailing no 
doubt both the {1nnes, and miſery. 
of. their people; and prophetical- 
ly conferring of'the 1ſſuc; when 
{addenly God reucales to him the 


rcuenge their owne finnes 'ypon | 
| In the midſt of all this fad 


| of Tehoram, the Prophet fits qui- 


Perhaps hee perſwaded Ichoram | 
to hold our the: fiege ; though] 
ry. much hardneſle, he fore- | 


ee A——— 
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was dcſtin'd tro ſlaughter: This is| 


| 


| 


bloudy 


— 


hmm 
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horam, and heat once reucalesit to|. 


| Salbis Naboths bloud laid in Jeb 


to: the innocent; murder is obic- | 
ted to himas heredicary.. 


A—— 


On One On CEE 


| waned Comemplains [1B. rg. 


of \[e-| 


bloudyintenr, and meſſige 


his fellowes. See .yze how thus ſoune | 
of anturderer bath fent to take amay 
mite head. Oh the vnimuable 1+ 
berric ofa Prophet ! The fame! 


God thar thew'd him bis danger, 
ſug gelted bis words; He may bee 
bot where eaſt bce awfull ; 


CY —_— — 


ratas-dith 3 The: foule fa&t of Ahab 
biemiſherh bis polieritie; and now | 
when the ſonne; threats violence 


| 


þ prouides forhis fafctie; [Shue the. 


 Hethat forcfaw his owne: perill, 


dooterand bold him fait: at the doore | 
Noiman is:/bound to. re nder: his 


|chroar to: an vaiuſt froks 5 Fhis 


ſlhudia commiſhon was _ 
re 
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ed by-a' propheticall fore-fight : 
| The ſame cyc chat ſaw the exccu- | 
| cioner comming to {mite him,ſaw 

alſo che King baſting afrer him, ro 
ſtay-the blow ; The Prophet had 
beene no other than guiltic of his| 
| ownec bloud.tt he hadnorreſerued 
bimſelfe a while, for che reſcue of 
| authoritie : Oh the inconſtancie| 
| of carnall hearts! Ir was notlong 

| 1nce Tehoram could fay: ro: Eliſha; | 
My father, fball © ſmite them ? now | 
he is readic roſmite him as an enc- 
| mic, whomhee honoured asa ta 
[ther ; Yet againe, his lips:bad' no] 
ſooner giuen ſentence of deathua- | 
gain{t rhe Propher, than his fee} 
| ſirre/to recall ir ;-Ic ſhould feeme 
[that E/;/bz, vpon the:challenges 

and! expoſtalations of 1:horams 
meſſenger, had; {ene a per{waſtue 
4129 128 Kk meſſage C | 
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| 
| 
| 
| 
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| 
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- | whileto wait paticutly -ypon God 


| The poſition was truc, the infc- 


| tice I ſuffer: Impaticnce and di- 
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mefſageto the King of Iſrael, yer a 


for his deliucrance ; The diſcon- 
rented Prince flics off inan impo- 
| tent anger, Behold, this ewill uu ofthe 
Lord, what ſhould I wait for the 
Lord anylonger? Oh the deſperate 
reſolutions of impatient mindes 
They haue ſtinred God both for 
his time and his meaſure ;if he ex- 
fone either, they cither turne their 

backs vpon him, or flicin his face: 


rence deadly : All that cuill wasof 
the Lord; they deſerucd it, heſcnr 


—— 


wt 


——_——— 
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it: What chen? It ſhould haue 
becne therefore argued, Hee thar 
ſcntir, can remoue it: I will wait 
vpon his mercie, vnder whoſe iu- 


{truſt ſhalbur aggrauate my iudge- 


ment ; 


| 


ment ; 7: the: Lord let him doe hat 
be will; Burnow co deſpaire becauſe 
Godis iuſtodehe mercy becauſe ir 
lingers;to reict God Gr correCti- 
on, it isapreſum pon madneſlc, 
an impious petciſhneſle. 


ram; Thus ſaith tbe Lord, To morrow 
about this time ſhall a oeofiire of: fue 
flowre bee: ſold for a Shekel; and two 
| meaſures of Barley for a Shekel inthe 
gate of Samaria Miſerable: 1ſrael 


now ſeesan cnd of this hardtriall; 
One daies parience: [ſhall free them 


deliuerances tay ouer-ſtay our 


bis owhe" counſels: Qh infinite 


ep, when man faies, No long er. J 
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| Yerin ſpighcof all cheſc prouo- | 
cations bay of King, and people, | 
Eli/ha hath good newcs- for Tebo-| 


| both of ſicge;/arid famine, Gods| 
cxpeRation, notthedue petiod of| 


TT Ne ATION _ l 
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ev | 
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nd 


God faycs, To morruw'; As fp. hee: 
would condcſcend,;, mehr hee] 
might judge ;-and would pleaſe 
[chem who deſerued nothing »but 


puniſkment. The word:ſecmed. 
not more comfottable;thanincre-| 
dible; 4 Lord,0u:whoſe hand the King 
leaned, acc the man of God, and 
i/aid, Behold, if- the Lord would. make | 
'windowes in beeucn,nuight this thing be? 
Propheſieabeforeul oy be fulffled, 
[arc riddles ito ſpirit-can' 'arecd. 
| chem, burthar:by; which they, are. | 
deliucred.” Itisa 'Foliſh and. iniu- 
riousintidelity ro queſtion apollis | 
ry" know the meſ-| 

fageis Gods i How cafie is it. for 
chat omnipotcnt: hand. to. effect | 
| thoſe things, whichſurpaſſeallthe 
|rcach-of 'humane: ei 


God intatided a miraculdus 'mulri- 
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| plicatign; was ir 'noras caſic for 
| him co increaſerhe cornceot meale: 
of Samaria, as the widowes oyle? 
was it not'as caſte for him to giue 
plentie of victuals without opc-. 
ning thewindowes of | keaucn, as 
to gine plentie of water withour 
wind; orvraine ? The Almightic 
|hates'to be 'diltruſted ;. This Peere | 
| of "Iſrael (hall rucihis vobelcefc; | 
Behold, rhou ſhale ſee it with thine cies, 
but ſhale not zat therzof ; The Gghr 
| {hall beeyeelded for conuidhon, 
thefrairionfhaltbedenicd: forpu- | 
niſhiment; Well is that man wot- | 
thy rowant the benefit which he 
| would not belecue; Who carrpir- | 
fie to ſee Ttifidelitie excluded from 
he bleſſings of carth,from the glo- | 
(tic of haaueny? 1100 or | 
'Howſtrange4 choice doth God | + 
K k 3 make | | 
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| cqually certain, it were morecaſic 


| mine ; vpon this deliberation they 
[come downe into che Syrian.camp,;| 
to finde citherſpeedof! mercy, or' 
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mike of the Intelligencers of ſo 
happy change: Foure Lepers fu 


nothing but death before. them, 
famine within the walls, the crie- 
my, without: The eleQtion is wo-. 
full ; at laſt they rcſolue-vpon the 


the $yrias;,In the famine there is 
 certaintie, of. periſhing 4 _— 
the $yFians, hazzard; Perhaps'che 
enemy may haue ſomepirtie; hyn- 
ger hath none ; and,wererhe death 


l 


ro dic by the ſword; than by f: 


-. 


diſpatch. Their hunger would no 


|giue chem reſpite till norning ; By 


4 


ewi-liglt are they fallen'vpon the 


vtter] | 


at the entringof the Gate zthey ſee]. 


leſfercuill ; Fatnine is: worſe than'} 


he ds wn. Uh. as. hots td 7 ———_—_ — 
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vetuernctie: rents ; Behold, thers Was 


 leacc, and ſolitude ; they. looke, | 
| and liſten ; the noiſe of their owne 
feet affrighted them ; their guiltic| 
hearts ſupplicd the $ yrians,and ex-| 
pected fearctully thoſe which | 
were as fearcfully fled: How cally | 
can the 09. aan confound rhe | 


the wiſe? God puts a Pannick tor- 
ror into the: hearts of the proud 
Syrians ; hee makes them heare'a 
| noiſe of charcts;, and a noiſc. of 
horſes, euen the noiſe of a great | 
hoaſt ; They ſay one to another, 
Los the Ki ing = Iſtacl hath hired a-| 
gainit vs the Kings of the Hittites, | 
and the Kings' of the Egyptians, to, 
come vpon cos; they ariſe therefore | 
ina confuſed, rout,and leauing all their, 


no man; They marucll ar the {1- | 


power of the [trong, the policicof 


ſub. 
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| heard none ; Now,-theſe Syrians. 
| heare charets and hovles, but-fſee 


| noiſe without the gates; ;Onely che 
| Syrians heard this noifo in their 


| _ hauc haſtned their flight,are| 


/i ubiLance behinde them, fl ce « for their 
lives. Not long before, Eliſhaes(et- 
uant ſaw charets' and horſes; bur 


none; . Thar 11 ht comforted: his 
heart; this ſound diſmaied theirs; | 
The Iſraelites heard nonoiſc _y 
inthe walls, the Lepers heard'no 


————_ — 


campe : : What a ſcorne doth God 
pur Tp theſepreſumpruous 4ra- 
mites ? Hewill not:youchlafe to 
vie any ſubſtanciall ſtraragem a-| 
gaiaſt chem ;nothingburan emp-| 
tic ſound ſhall ſcatter them, and| 
ſend them home emptie 6f-fub-} 
ſtance, laded with: fhame | halfe-| 
dead withfeare;the very ioeſes that | 
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lefc tied itt their Ties: their veric 
garments arc a burden; all is left 
behinde; ſauc their very bod ies,and 
thole breathleſſe for ſpeed: 
Doubtleſſe theſe Syrians knew 
 well-ro what miſcrable exfgents 
the incloſed T/raelites © were 
brought, by their ſhege ; and now 
madefull account to racks. and 
ratſacke their Samaria ; . already 
had they diuided, and ſwallowed 
the prey ; wht ſuddenly God | 
\pats'thein intro a ridiculous con- 
fuſion-; and ſends them to ſecke 
fafctie in their heeles ; no booricis | 
(| [now inprice with cont but” their 
| life; and happy is hethar cavrun 
| faſteſt. 

| | Thusthe Almightic laughes at} 
| rhe defignes of infolcnt men, and 
{huts vpthicir counſels in ſhame. f | 
| Wt The FE: 
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The feare of the ""_ Lepers 


began now to giue way to Geuri- 


tie; they fill cheir bcllics, and hide | 


{ cheir rreaſurcs, and paſſe from one 
| Tear ro another, in a faſtidious 

choice. of the beſt commodities ; 
they who erc-while would hauc| 


beene bleſſed with a cruſt; now 
wantonly roue for dainties'; and 
from neceſlttic leapcinto cxceſle. 
How farre ſclfc-louc carries-vs 
wn all our aftions ; cucn rothe.neg- 
le& of the publique 2 Not. till 
their owne bellics, and hands, and 
cies were filled, did thee, Lepers || 
chiake of imparting this newesto, 
Iſrael: at laſt, when themſcluesare| 


—_ — 
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glutted, they. begin to remember |, 


the hunger of cheir brethren ;and 
now. they finde roome for.re- 
| morſe. 
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held ithappineſſe cnough to. haue| 
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morſe; We doe not well, this day i 

adayof good tidings,and we hold our | 
| peace ; Nature teaches vs thatir is 1 
an iniuricto ingrofle bleſlings: and | 
Toto minde the priuate, as if wee 
had norelation ro a communitie ; 
| wearc-worthy to bee ſhut out of 
| the Ciric-gatcs for Lepers, if the 
xeſpe&tsro the publique good doc 
'not oucr-ſway with vs in all our 
{defires; inall our demcanure ; and 
well may we with theſe couctous | 
Lepers feare a milchicte vpon our 
(clues; if wee ſhall wilfully con- 
| ccale bleſſings from others. © , | | 
| The conlcicnce of this wrong p 
| and danger ſ{cnds backe the Lepers 
into the Citic ;they call co the Por- 
ters ;and ſoonetranſmitthenewes | | 
to the Kings houſhold ; The King | | 
of 1ſrael complaincs not to. haue I. | 
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his ſlcepebroken with ſuch intel- 
ligence; He ariſerh in the night,and 
[not contemning good newes, | 
chough brought by Lepers, con-| 
[fults with his ſeruanrs of the buſt- 
|neſle. Et 
| © Wecannotbe too icalous of the| 
{intentions of an enemy ; Feboram 
"wiſcly ſutpects this flight of the 
Syrians to be but ſimularorie, and 
politicke ; onely to draw Iſrael our 
| of their Citic, for the fpoile of 

: | both ; There may be moreperill in 
ithe backe of an enemy, than in 

[the face ; the cruclleſt ſlaughters 
{hance bcene in; retiring! : 'Eafily 
thereforeis the King perlwaded'to 
aducnrure ſome few for-lorne 
[Scouts for further affurance ; The 
| word of Eliſha is out of his head; 
our of his hearezelſe there had bin 
00, 
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no place for this doubt: Timorous | 
hearts neuer thinke themſelues 
ſurc;thoſe that haue no faith, had 
necd of much 1cnſc. 

Thoſe few horſes that remaine, 
| are ſent forth for diſcoucry ; they | 
| finde nothing but Monuments of 
frightfulneſle, pledges of fecuririe: | 
| Now Iſrael dares 1fſue forth to thef 
prey ; There (asif the Syrians had 
|comne thither to inrich them )| 
they finde granaries, wardrobes, | 
treaſures, and what cuer may {crue 1 
cither for vic, or oftentation « Eue- 
ry Tfraelite goes away filled, laden, | 
wearied-with the wealthy ſpoile. ''|/ 
|| As ſcarcitic breeds dearth,/{o | 
| plenticcheapncſſc: Today a mea-| 
ſure of fine flower is lower rated, | 
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than yeſterday of dung. 1 | g 
' The diltruſtfull-Pecre of 1/rae! | | 
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ſecs this abundance, according to 


| miſhed: 7 [[raelites pteſle 1n vpon 
him, and beare him downe in 
the throng /; Extreme. hunger 
hath no reſpe&t to grearnefſe : Not 
their rudeneſle; but his owne vn- 
belecfc hath trampled him vnder 
feet. He that abaſed the powerof 


God by his diſtruſt; is abaſed wor-| 


thily ro the heeles of the multi- 
rude ; Faith exalrs a man aboue his 
omwne ſpherc;Infidelitic depreſles 
 ..himintothe Duſt, intd Hell:: 
He that bclecues not is 


condemned al-- 
ready. . |: 
FINIS. 


the word of the Propher, bur cn-| 
| ioyes it not: he ſecs this plentie can | 
| come inat the gate, though the] 
windowes of hcauen be not open; | 
 Thegate is his charge; The affa-[ 
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